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Maria-Elena Giner urges momentum-driven
vision for IBWC following her resignation

‘It's a team effort, says former IBWC Commissioner Giner,
who encourages continued advocacy and holding Mexico accountable

BY JULIETA SOTO

The Coronado News

In four years as the first Hispanic U.S. leader of
the U.S. Section of the International Boundary and
Water Commission, Maria-Elena Giner oversaw
dramatic changes. The agency finally developed
a $650 million plan to address Tijuana sewage that
has contaminated south San Diego beaches for de-
cades, and it began operating with transparency.

Now leaving office - abruptly replaced by Presi-
dent Donald Trump - Giner said she hopes her suc-
cessor will carry on the momentum.

“The funding is there, the plan is there, the con-
struction team is on site, it just needs to keep mov-
ing forward,” said Giner in an exit interview with
The Coronado News.

Trump replaced Giner with William “Chad” Mc-

Intosh, a registered professional chemical engi-
neer and an attorney. McIntosh previously served
as acting deputy administrator of the Environmen-
tal Protection Agency under Lee Zeldin.

Giner became the second woman and first La-
tina to hold the title when President Joe Biden ap-
pointed her in August 2021.

Giner posted her resignation letter across online
platforms on April 22 and said it was the honor of
a lifetime to serve as commissioner.

“The hardest job I've ever had but the most re-
warding,” she wrote.

“My next chapter will be hard to transition to be-
cause I love the agency, I love the staff and I love
the people I served,” Giner said, an emotional ring
carrying her words during an interview. “Which is

» Continued on Page 7

Work on Junction Box 1 represents the “first
thing” in a series of projects, said Maria-

Elena Giner, past commissioner for the U.S.
International Boundary and Water Commiission,
in a press conference on Sept. 30. Staff photo by
Julieta Soto.

1 can’t imagine iving with it’

Tljuana River sewage crisis brings head of EPA to San Diego

EPA Administrator Lee Zeldin
will ask Mexico to agree with

a list of plans to resolve the
ongoing cross-border pollution
following a binational meeting,
tours and discussions

BY JULIETA SOTO

The Coronado News

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Ad-
ministrator Lee Zeldin traveled to San Diego
on April 21 pressing for solutions for cross-
border sewage contamination from Tijuana.

He did not immediately come away with
an agreement, but said the United States is
urging Mexico to accept a list of unspecified
plans that would end the flow of wastewa-
ter onto south San Diego beaches - and the
health hazards that result.

“I am not going to stand before you right
now and sugarcoat that smell and tell you that
the situation as it relates to public health in
the environment - which is the core mission
of EPA - that this is a situation that can be tol-
erated,” Zeldin said when asked about odors
in the Tijuana River Valley.

Zeldin, alongside elected officials, held a
press conference announcing the potential
rollout of a mutual U.S.-Mexico statement on
updated plans to address the cross border
crisis.

He said the statement is expected to be
finalized in the days or weeks following his

U.S. EPA Administrator Lee Zeldin (second from left) speaks about a binational meeting
with Mexican officials held in San Diego at a press conference with local leaders on
Tuesday. Staff photo by Julieta Soto.

visit. As of April 27, the statement was not re-
leased. According to Zeldin, it will include a
comprehensive list of things that U.S. stake-
holders consider necessary to end the crisis.

But Mexico has to agree.

“We cannot view this as a U.S. problem
just because their [Mexico’s] contamination
reached U.S. soil,” Zeldin said. “We need Mex-

ico to not just commit to all the projects that
will stop the flow but, in order to actually fin-
ish this project, they’re gonna need to commit
to that final clean up.”

On April 21, Zeldin spoke with Mexico lead-
ers. The approximately 90-minute meeting

» Continued on Page 9

The Coronado Fourth of July fireworks show is still on for now, but the future is uncertain

The Coastal Commission has been
putting pressure on the San Diego
Bay’s Fourth of July fireworks show,
calling for a drone show that would
reduce air and water pollution

BY MADELINE YANG

The Coronado News

While the future of the Big Bay Boom fireworks
show - which launches from barges in San Diego
Bay - is now questionable due to pressure from
the Coastal Commission, Coronado’s own Fourth

of July firework display has so far received green
lights for the upcoming holiday.

This year will be the 76th annual Coronado
Fourth of July parade. It’s the city’s largest and
most anticipated event each year, bringing in over
100,000 residents and visitors in 2024 for the 75th
anniversary.

The day is chock-full of patriotic activities, and
a defining element is the firework display in the
evening, where people can enjoy a show put on by
Coronado Fourth of July from the Coronado Golf
Course, or anywhere with a view over Stingray
Point.

The Coastal Commission recently directed the

Port of San Diego to undertake a study exploring
the possibility of replacing fireworks with an aerial
light show or drones, beginning with the Fourth
of July in 2027, according to the Big Bay Boom’s
website.

According to Jamie Hartnett, the president of
Coronado Fourth of July, the city’s fireworks show
will continue as planned and she has not heard of
any kinks in the chain for this year’s production.

“At this time we are not aware of any proposed
stoppage,” Hartnett said.

She said the board has turned in paperwork to

» Continued on Page 8
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this week

6 - Tuesday

From 6:30-7:30 p.m., an adult crafting
program will be held at the Coronado
Public Library. This month, participants
can relax for Mental Health Awareness
Month by painting soothing zentangles.
All supplies are provided. This event is free
thanks to the support of the Friends of the
Coronado Public Library. Registration is
recommended but not required. Register
and learn more about this event at
coronadolibrary.org.

7 - Wednesday

The Coronado Public Library, in
partnership with the Coronado Island
Film Festival, presents Film Forum
Coronado, taking place the first and third
Wednesday of each month at 6 p.m. in
the library's Winn Room. Film expert
Ralph DelLauro provides a brief introduc-
tion to each film and leads a discussion
afterwards. The film shown on May 7 will
be “The Magnificent Ambersons.”

10 - Saturday

In this collaborative film class with
executive producer Tony Perri, aspiring
filmmakers will work together to create
a short film that will be submitted to the
Coronado Island Film Festival.

Participants will learn scripting, direction
and every aspect of pre-production,
production and post-production. The
course is eight weeks long and partici-
pants are encouraged to attend as many
sessions as possible on Saturdays from 1
to 2 p.m. Registration closes at coronado.
librarycalendar.com on May 11.

CONTACT US

THINGS TO DO

Library hosting event in celebration of
Asian American Pacific Islander month

Coronado News staff

Adventures by the Book, a company that organizes
events and book clubs, will be hosting an event fea-
turing four authors at the Coronado Public Library
on May 13, in celebration of Asian American Pacific
Islander month.

The four featured speakers are New York Times best-
selling author Alka Joshi; TikTok and Instagram star
and founder of Ahnest Kitchen, Sarah Ahn; debut nov-
elist and attorney Rosa Kwon Easton; and New York
Times bestselling author Kristina McMorris.

Registration for this event, which begins at 6:30
p.m., is free and open to the public, but seating is lim-
ited. Those who purchase a book ahead of time can get
guaranteed event admission and priority seating, but
there are limited spaces available.

Register online at adventuresbythebook.com.

RIGHT: The library will be featuring four authors on
May 13. /mage provided by Adventures by the Book.

Asian American Pacific Islander Heritage Month:
a Coronado Public Library Adventure
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PAWS of Coronado

suggests!

Meet Fruity-
Pebbles, the pet of
the week. She’'s at

PAWS of Coronado
and is looking for

PET OF THE WEEK

Meet Fruity-Pebbles

This one year and seven-month-old tan and black pug mix, with a pos-
sible dash of chihuahua or beagle, is as quirky and delightful as her name

Fruity-Pebbles may be a little shy at first, but don't let that fool you — she
warms up quickly and will soon be flashing her signature goofy grin. She’s a
big fan of giving gentle chin licks and playful nibbles once she feels at home,
and her affectionate personality makes her an easy pup to fall for.

Fruity-Pebbles gets along well with other dogs and would love a canine

her forever home.
See all adoptable
animals. Scan the

For news tips, story submissions
and letters to the editor,

companion to hang with, but she’s looking for a home without toddlers so
she can enjoy a calmer, more predictable environment. Sweet, silly, and full
of charm, Fruity-Pebbles is ready to find her forever home where she can

contact Editor Sofie Fransen at
sofie@thecoronadonews.com
or 619-990-8465.

To advertise contact Ad
Executive Braeden Stegman at
braeden@numbersix.com

QR code with your shine her brightest!
smartphone camera,
and tap on the link.
Graphic/ohoto provided

by PAWS of Coronado.

All animals at PAWS are spayed/neutered, microchipped, vaccinated and up to
date on flea prevention. Adoptions are by appointment only. If you are interested
in adopting Fruity-Pebbles or other pets, please visit pawsofcoronado.org.

-xpert Stroke
Care, Close .
to Home

When someone is having a stroke, getting treatment quickly is crucial. Sharp Coronado Hospital is proud to
be a nationally designated Primary Stroke Center.

For Coronado residents, this means advanced stroke care is close to home. Our exceptional care team provides
specialized stroke treatment from the moment patients arrive at the emergency room and throughout their

stay and recovery.

Learn more about stroke awareness and prevention at a free seminar presented by Sharp Coronado and the
Coronado Fire Department on Thursday, May 15, at 2 p.m. at the Spreckels Center. Call 619-522-7343 to register.

If you think that you or someone else
may be experiencing a stroke, call 911.

SHARP 2 4

CORONADO HOSPITAL
FOUNDATION

COR05619 ©2025 SHC
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RAD SOLAR CARTS

RIDE ALL DAY

Never Worry About Charging
Your Golf Cart Again

OUR STORY

“Once Upon A Time” my son and | were discussing solar systems over lunch. Being licensed
electricians, we were familiar with Solar Applications and its advantages.

After conducting a fair amount of research, we determined that Solar Technology had advanced
to the point that adding a Solar Panel to the roof of a golf cart could significantly add to the travel
range, as well as several other advantages including Green Movement Tax Credits.

| had recently moved to a golf cart community and purchased a cart of my own, after installing the
best and most powerful system available, the concept of installing Solar Panels on golf carts was
conceived.

We began spreading the word to our friends who owned electric carts and began installing Solar
Panels on their carts in our spare time out of our garage in Oceanside, CA. Due to the publicized
acceptance and popularity in Beach Communities of San Diego County, we decided to expand the
business even further. Many
beach cities have permitted the
use of golf carts in 35 mph zones
and are expanding Bike Lanes

to 7 feet wide to accommodate
their use.

So, there you have it. There is
more to the story and we would
love to discuss it with you while
we install your Solar Panels on
your cart.

We took the concept of Green
Solar Energy and put it to
practical use to lessen the
carbon footprint.

We look forward to meeting you
soon.

Richard Stachowicz
Ride All Day Solar Carts
Owner and Coronado Resident

ENVIRONMENTAL BENEFITS

Make the Earth Happy. Solar energy is clean. No carbon dioxide is released into the atmosphere as it is when batteries
are plugged into the wall to charge. Similarly, no fossil fuels are consumed as they are in gas-powered golf carts. The
sun’s energy is both clean and renewable. With their renewable, clean energy and lack of generated pollution, solar
charged golf carts are an Earth-friendly option. You can help ensure that golf courses will be around for a very long time.

FINANCIAL BENEFITS

While it can be costly up front to buy a solar-powered golf cart or convert your existing cart to solar, in the long run, you
might save money. You might be eligible for cost incentives offered to people who go solar. Some programs include:

- Federal tax credits

- Federal grants

- State and local utility tax credits
- Rebates

Together, these can help make solar power an affordable option for your golf cart. Additionally, you will likely save quite

a bit of money on your electricity bill without having an electric vehicle drawing from your home’s electricity supply.
Individuals aren’t the only ones who benefit monetarily from solar power. When entire golf courses convert their fleets to
solar-powered vehicles, they can slash their annual charging costs by about 20 percent. Whether you want to enhance
the performance of your golf cart, help the environment, or save money in the long run, you’re sure to benefit from
changing your power to the sun.

WINTER SPECIAL
1,495 installed!

www.ridealldaysolarcarts.com
Calls: 619-943-5575
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Smooth Out the Journey EVERYTHING YOU NEED
Find a great guide for your v Home Values v Financing Help
home-buying journey — the v Expert Insights v Home Services

information you need for the
process you want to find your new
address.

v Real-time Home v Personalized Home
Updates Shopping

Visit Us Today
to start the journey to AddressCoronado.com

your new address

DRE#01901536

This website is a marketing and information program that sends all inquiries to state-licensed real estate professionals.
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How well is Coronado prepared for a natural disaster?

A recent earthquake that
shook the town and all of
San Diego has brought up
Coronado’s emergency
preparedness plan and what
would happen in the case of
an extreme situation

BY MADELINE YANG

The Coronado News

An earthquake felt at least a hun-
dred miles away from its epicenter
in Julian hit San Diego on April 14.
Those few seconds of shaking and
tremors - felt throughout Coronado
- served as a reminder of the city’s
emergency preparedness protocol.

The city’s emergency manager, Bri-
an Standing, said Coronado is abso-
lutely ready for a major catastrophe.
“Emergency preparedness is really a
multi-pronged approach, and we do a
lot of public education outreach to try
to notify our citizens of how to pre-
pare themselves.”

Coronado has an Emergency Oper-
ations Center, or the EOC, that is acti-
vated every time the city experiences
any sort of crisis - like the April 14
earthquake that triggered the center
to operate.

The EOC acts as a communication
hub where people from different de-
partments would coordinate opera-
tions during an extreme situation.
For example, Standing explained
that there would be someone from
the finance department of the city
managing the logistics and potential
supplies needed.

The top threats locally, according to
Standing, are earthquakes, wildfires
and tsunamis. Coronado is called an
island for a reason, it is nearly sur-
rounded by water.

Last January, flooding over-
whelmed some areas of the island,
causing waters to rise up to five feet
in certain areas and prompting a lo-
cal emergency declaration. The EOC
was in operation during that time.

Coronado’s fault lines

San Diego also sits on several fault
lines, the most significant one is
known as the Rose Canyon Fault Zone
which has multiple fracture lines
running through Coronado - includ-
ing the Silver Strand Fault and the
Spanish Bight Fault running down
Pomona Avenue and parallel to the
Sea N Air Golf Course, according to
the San Diego Association of Geolo-
gists.

The Rose Canyon Fault Zone is de-
scribed as a “dextral strike-slip fault

The Rose Canyon Fault Zone fracture lines that run through the city of
Coronado are pictured in Orange. Photo taken from San Diego Association
of Geologists.

that is part of the greater San An-
dreas Fault System” according to the
California Geological Survey fault
evaluation report released in 2021. It
stretches over a hundred miles from
near Beverly Hills in Los Angeles to
San Diego Bay.

This fault’s last major event was in
1933 near Long Beach.

“While fault activity is less frequent
than some of the major faults in the
region, it is still a source of concern
for the area,” wrote Michael F. Bal-
lard, a San Diego student of geology,
in his research of faults in Southern
California.

He wrote that large earthquakes,
meaning those 7 magnitude or high-
er, can and will eventually occur
along this fault. And because it runs
through dense cities, devastating ef-
fects are possible.

How to prepare

Coronado is enrolled in a regional
warning system from the County of
San Diego that will send phone noti-
fications to residents and businesses
that might be impacted by an emer-
gency or disaster.

California has a free earthquake
warning app that residents can down-
load. When a quake begins, the app
instantly sends out a text. Except near
the epicenter, those who receive it
have critical seconds to take precau-
tions before the quake arrives. Thou-
sands of people in San Diego County
had advance notice of the Julian
quake.

Getting notified of a potential
threat would be the first step in tak-
ing the necessary precautions if an
earthquake and/or tsunami were to
hit the island.

The city recommends residents
be ready for a natural disaster, with
plans and a stockpile of provisions.
That includes a flashlight and bat-
teries for power outages, sandbags
in cases of floods and awareness of

potential evacuation routes.

The city has also provided several
resources on its website for those
wanting to get preparations in order.

Drills

The municipality takes part in “all-
hazards planning,” which means it
focuses on preparedness for a full
spectrum of emergencies or disas-
ters. The key components: proper
training, supplies and leadership to
address a broad range of threats.

“We’re always looking at risks and
managing risks, and thinking of the
what-ifs,” City Council member Kelly
Purvis said. “Preparation is the key,
so we don'’t get hit flatfooted.”

Standing said he just participated in
the Great ShakeOut Earthquake Drill
in October that simulates a magni-
tude 7.8 earthquake along the south-
ernmost San Andreas fault. He also
participated in a county-wide Federal
Emergency Management Agency, or
FEMA, drill back in December where
they practiced a large earthquake
simulation.

That was also why Sharp Coronado
Hospital practiced an emergency drill
at Tidelands Park across from the
hospital last week. If the bridge were
down, ambulance transport via the
Silver Strand could take too long with
a critical-care patient. A helicopter
would perform the task in minutes.

Standing said that the bridge and
the Strand being inoperable is highly
unlikely, but in the event that it did
happen, the city would connect with
the county’s resources.

“It would be such a large-scale event
for the region that it would be a large
collaborative approach,” Standing
explained. “You'd likely have military
collaboration, potentially have Coast
Guard, ... county resources.”

In the case of a mass casualty, Pur-
vis said, the city has been practicing
critical egress, which is how to safely
evacuate an area due to an emergency.

“We plan with other communities,
so there’s a lot of reciprocity between
us,” Purvis explained. “Obviously, we
have ferries, we have boats with the
military - which is key.”

Naval Base Coronado, which Naval
Air Station North Island is a part of,
is listed in the plan as a liaison for
specialized support and a partner for
local resource assistance in case of an
emergency.

The Navy

If something drastic were to hap-
pen, Coronado could call on the Na-
vy’s help through a system known as
the Defense Support of Civil Authori-
ties, or DSCA.

DSCA is a process where the mili-
tary would assist the city in missions
led by local government officials.
Missions would include disaster re-
sponse and law enforcement sup-
port.

After the city has exhausted all its
own resources and support with sur-
rounding cities and the county and
state, they can request for help from
Naval Air Station North Island.

“We have a strong partnership with
the city of Coronado, their mayor, as
well as their EOC,” Stacy Urreola, the
emergency management officer for
Naval Base Coronado, said.

North Island does operate with
their own EOC in the same way the
city does. When an emergency hap-
pens, it triggers its operations and de-
pending on the situation, brings indi-
viduals into the center to plan how to
move forward.

“Something happens, then that
subject matter expert comes over and
it could be anybody in their branch
with knowledge of that branch,”
Kevin Dixon, the PAO for Naval Base
Coronado, explained.

If the bridge and the Strand were
both inoperable, Urreola said that
they would open the EOC and assess
the situation, have a shelter in place
and make sure they are self-sufficient
for at least a few days.

“We want to make sure that our
sailors and our civilians, everyone on
this installation, is safe,” Urreola said.

Even though the base and the city
sit on the same island, Urreola said
that the base is essentially its own city
and they need to ensure the safety of
their own personnel and property
first.

“We completely understand that,
obviously, we have to take care of our-
selves, but at the same time, we also
want to show support and be support-
ive as well. Because in times of need
and there’s a threat to life, we want to
make sure that we’re able to support
in any way that we can,” Urreola said.

The art of not looking: a Coronado exhibit asks viewers

— and artists — to see dij

BY KATIE MORRIS

The Coronado News

On Mother’s Day this year, in the
Spreckels Reading Room of the
Coronado Public Library, a group of
mothers — and perhaps their sons,
daughters, or anyone else drawn in
by curiosity — are invited to sit for a
portrait from 2 to 4 p.m.

But these will be no ordinary por-
traits.

The artist will not look at the paper.
She may not even look at her hand.

And the resulting image might re-
semble the subject about as closely as
a Picasso resembles a passport photo.

The live portrait drawing session —
billed as “Quick Draw Contour Por-
traits” — features two artists and two
styles.

Tina Christiansen, architect by
trade and artist by calling, will draw
on 11x14 illustration boards using a
Sharpie in permanent ink.

Her portraits will be loose, unpre-
dictable and entirely blind.

Meanwhile, fellow artist Nancy
Plank, a classically-trained painter
with roots in figure drawing and oil
realism, will do a variation: cross-
contour sketches where she’s allowed
to peek at the page.

“Her portraits actually look like
the person,” Christiansen said with a
laugh. “Mine... not so much.”

Mothers can enter their names into
a hat for the chance to be selected as
a portrait subject during the event.

The portrait drawing session is a
part of this year’s annual art show
curated by the Coronado Art Asso-
ciation. This year’s theme: The Art of
Abstraction.

Christiansen said her live draw-
ing event — a blend of demonstra-
tion, performance and community
icebreaker — aims not just to exhibit
artwork, but to explore what it means
to see.

“Blind cross-contour drawing,” she
explained, “is about training your
eye to be your pencil. I'm looking at
your face — but I'm not looking at my
hand. Or the paper.”

The result is often delightfully dis-
torted.

“Your nose may end up on the side.
One eye might be higher than the
other.” But that, she insists, is part
of the point. “Art isn’t just about rep-
resenting. It’s about perceiving. And
playing.”

The May 11 event continues a tradi-
tion that dates back to 1947, when a
group of Coronado artists first band-

fferently on Mother’s Day

ed together to share their work with
the public.

Christiansen said their spirit of
grassroots creativity still defines
the group today, many who contin-
ue to display their work on the first
and third Sunday of each month at
Spreckels Park.

Christiansen herself has helped
reimagine what an art show can be.
A few years ago, she looked at the
four walls of the Spreckels Room —
crowned by the names of philoso-
phers and adorned with old-world
woodwork — and saw a book.

That first themed show became
The Coronado Storybook, each wall
a page, each painting a chapter in the
life of the island.

This year, The Art of Abstraction
explores visual ambiguity and emo-
tional expression, featuring works
that stretch across genre and tech-
nique.

“I range from realism to abstrac-
tion myself,” she said. “This is a genre
that people often don’t understand —
or think they don’t. But we wanted to
create an exhibit that invites people
in, that engages them. Not just some-
thing you glance at over a glass of
sparkling water.”

But Christiansen said the focus is

Artist Nancy Plank completed this
cross-Contour drawing. She and
Tina Christiansen will be doing a
live drawing event on Mother’s Day.
Photo provided by Tina Christiansen.

not about accuracy, but vulnerability
- for both the sitter and the artist.

“It’s kind of brave to be drawn like
that in front of a room full of people,”
she explained. “And it’s brave for the
artist, too, to let go of control. You're
watching your mind try to connect
what you see with what you do — and
letting it be a little wild.”

Ultimately, this is what abstraction
offers: aloosening of the strictures of
realism, and an invitation to imagine
more, she said.

“If they laugh,” Christiansen said,
“if they take the portrait home and
pin it to the fridge — or throw it away
— that’s okay. Either way, they’ve seen
something differently. And that’s
what art should do.”

The event, sponsored by the Coro-
nado Public Library, is free and open
to the public.
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Marilyn Foster Scholarships
offered to class of 2025

Coronado News staff

The Coronado Junior Woman’s Club will award
three class of 2025 graduating senior girls, either
attending Coronado High School or a Coronado
resident, the annual Marilyn Foster Scholarship in
the amount of $2,500.

The scholarship honors the legacy of the late Mar-
ilyn Foster, one of Coronado’s philanthropists who
was known for her dedication to serving the com-
munity. She was a military spouse, an award-win-
ning gardener and an active member of the club.

The scholarship is for those who have plans to at-
tend a higher education institution in the fall and
are interested in establishing a commitment to their
community. Each of the three awardees will receive
the $2,500 scholarship mailed directly to their col-
lege’s registrar. The CJWC started accepting applica-
tions on April 1 and the deadline to apply is May 15.

The “Best in the Village” award
for the 2025 homefront judging
contest went to 416 10th Street.
Photo provided by Lori P. Smith.

Results for 2025
Home Front
Judging contest

Coronado News staff
Left to right: Jessica Cunningham, Cory Stege, Chloe Von

The results of the 2025 Home Front Koehe, Susanna Pate, Lucia Kenny, Heather Barnett and

judging contest have been released,
and 416 10th Street took home the
“Best in the Village” award.

The contest celebrates the beau-
tification of Coronado through
awarding ribbons to homes with ex-
ceptional landscaping. Volunteers
walked through Coronado’s streets
and handed out ribbons to home-
owners at the end of March.

The results:
Best in Village: 416 10th Street
First runner-up: 311 9th Street
Second runner-up:
1704 Visalia Row
Best in the Cays:
32 Green Turtle Road
Cays First Runner-up:
80 Marti Gras Road
Cays Second Runner-up:
92 Trinidad Bend

To view the complete list of results,
visit coronadoflowershow.com/
homefront-judging

Find the application and more information at

coronadojuniorwomans.org.

Mercedes Armendariz stand with a scholarship award last

year. Photo provided by the Coronado Junior Woman's Club.

Coronado to host three spring bike rodeos

Coronado News staff

The City of Coronado is co-hosting
three bicycle safety clinics, known
as bike rodeos, this May. All stu-
dents are encouraged to attend and
there will be a special focus on e-
bike safety.

Event Dates:

Together with the Coronado Uni-
fied School District and the San Di-
ego County Bicycle Coalition, the
city is organizing the rodeos to in-
form students and parents about the
rules of the road and how to regis-
ter bikes. There will also be a raffle
contest.

+ Wednesday, May 7 at 2 p.m. - Coronado Middle School
+ Tuesday, May 13 at 3:15 p.m. - Village Elementary School
+ Tuesday, May 20 at 3:15 p.m. - Strand Elementary
All bikes, e-bikes, scooters, and skateboards are welcome.
Learn more at https://www.coronado.ca.us/242/Safe-Cycling
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The City of Coronado will be
hosting three bike rodeos this
spring. File photo by Julieta Soto.
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Maria-Elena Giner urges momentum-driven vision for IBWC following her resignation

» Continued from Page 1

probably why I was so driven to get
this result.”

Giner, who has a PhD in public
policy, said she is open to all forth-
coming possibilities to serve people
along the border or other communi-
ties in need.

“I remind myself I'm a woman of
great faith,” she said. “I try not to get
emotional. ... As unexpected yet ex-
pected as this was, I know my path
will be revealed fairly soon.”

“I thank Commissioner Giner for
her dedicated service,” Rep. Scott
Peters, D-California, said in a state-
ment on X on April 21. “She was al-
ways an honest partner, giving us
the true picture of the problem even
when it was not convenient. ... While
she may not be commissioner when
we finally cut the ribbon on our im-
proved treatment plant, the commu-
nities in the South Bay and Coronado
will not forget her role in making it
possible. I look forward to meeting
and working with the new commis-
sioner as soon as possible so we can
put an end to this crisis.”

Commissioner Mcintosh

McIntosh was appointed in 2019 as
the assistant administrator for tribal
and internal affairs at the EPA during
Trump’s first presidency.

He has 40 years of experience in
environmental and public health
protection, and began working at the
federal agency after being responsi-
ble for environmental permitting at
the Ford Motor Company, where he
was also a part of Ford’s global envi-
ronmental leadership team.

Prior to his career at Ford, McIn-
tosh served as the natural resources
and policy advisor to Michigan Gov.
John Engler.

The White House did not respond
to a request for comment about this
decision on deadline.

Giner’s legacy
The change in leadership comes
as the IBWC is working to repair the

dilapidated South Bay International
Wastewater Treatment Plant, which
is spilling raw sewage into the Pacific
Ocean.

Giner said she was asked by the
White House to resign following an
April 19 phone conversation with Mc-
Intosh.

“It’s not a surprise that I would ei-
ther be asked for my resignation or
terminated because of the fact it’s a
new administration,” said Giner, who
noted she was given until April 21 for
either action. “Jan. 20 was notifica-
tion.”

Giner said she is grateful that she
was allowed to remain in office the
ensuing four months - and that the
position was not left vacant.

“A vacancy would have been a di-
saster for the agency,” she said.

Years of mismanagement and in-
sufficient funds had led to millions
of gallons of partially treated sewage
making its way to the ocean. Since
her appointment, Giner has worked
to bring funding and transparency to
the issue.

“I'm not going to see through a lot
of the initiatives that I created,” she
said. “(But) I'm very satisfied that I
did the best that I could.”

During the 10-year period from
2010 to 2020, the agency worked with
$32 million annually to maintain 500
miles of levies, two international
dams, two wastewater treatment
plants, two ports of entry and 800
boundary monuments.

This small budget led to the dete-
rioration of IBWC’s infrastructure.

Giner’s resignation letter praises
the agency’s staffers and encourages
them to continue the job through Mc-
Intosh.

“It’s important that he set his vision
as to how he’s going to accomplish
the mission,” she said. “And dissemi-
nate that as quickly as possible.”

Giner said she instilled a “you pro-
tect the lives of the residents along
the U.S.-Mexico border” mission for
everyone at IBWC.

Giner also created an agency-wide
strategic plan, whose posters could
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Silver Strand running and bike trail

e Parking space and additional street parking

o New flooring, appliances, and fixtures

Enjoy beachside living in
a move-in ready home!

Contact Us

tom@holmesteamsd.com
(619) 873-6839

be found throughout all IBWC facili-
ties, she said, to communicate her
vision, which included her priorities
for staff, infrastructure projects, and
policies.

“I didn’t send out people to meet
with the public,” Giner said about the
core of her work. “I went.”

Accessible fact sheets, a social
media presence and published ma-
terials from past citizens forums are
some of the results Giner credits to
her four-year plan.

“The biggest challenge will be to
maintain the stamina on this,” she
said. “And to maintain the stamina,
you have to know the details and you
have to know Mexico.

Giner, a registered professional en-
gineer, previously served as general
manager of the Border Environment
Cooperation Commission, an institu-
tion that developed environmental
infrastructure along the U.S.-Mexico
border in association with the North
American Development Bank.

“Having that background in Mex-
ico and knowing their programs,
knowing the technical language and
not relying on translators ... those are
the things that I think are really im-
portant in being able to advance the
interests of the United States when
an important piece of it involves ac-
tivities in Mexico,” Giner added.

Giner also holds a bachelor of
science degree in civil engineering
from Loyola Marymount University
and a master of business administra-
tion from the University of Texas at
El Paso.

Emily Allen, IBWC area operations
manager, announced work on the In-
ternational Collector in Mexico con-
tinues as of this week during a forum
in Coronado.

“We will have less debris and sedi-
ment at our plant which is the big
challenge that we have had,” Giner
said about a successful completion of
the International Collector. “It'll also
help control the volume of flow com-
ing into our plant, so we won't have
the damage that was caused by our
plant when we had so much flow and
we could not get it under control.”

Prior to her resignation, Giner in-
formed staff, U.S. elected officials
and the public about daily meetings
with Mexico on that project.

“I think that built a lot of trust,”
she said. “Change comes at the rate
of trust.”

This year, the plant’s contract for
management and maintenance will
go out to bid with Giner anticipating
a lot of interest.

Giner declined to comment on law-
suits alleging Veolia’s mismanage-
ment of the plant.

“I think the competitive process
will select the best company to oper-
ate this plant,” she said.

Giner pointed out Mexico only
has 40% of the funding in the third
year of Minute 328, a five-year U.S.-
Mexico agreement of infrastructure
projects.

“If they don’t meet their commit-
ments, there should be consequenc-
es,” she said, “for discharging waste-
water into another community.”

Coronado’s commitment
Coronado has been affected by out-

flow from Tijuana for almost a cen-
tury, as north-flowing currents carry
human and industrial waste to local
beaches. In 1934, the United States
and Mexican governments instruct-
ed the International Boundary Com-
mission to help prepare a report on
a cross-border water pollution issue.

Since then, Tijuana’s sewage sys-
tem has overwhelmed U.S. and Mex-
ican treatment plants, pouring into
the ocean and causing an environ-
mental threat that has closed beach-
es and endangered public health.

The commission is in the midst of
spending $600 million to repair the
plant, which may take up to five years
to complete.

Earlier this year, Coronado Mayor
John Duncan wrote a letter to Ser-
gio Gor, director of the White House
Presidential Personnel Office, about
a commitment to end cross-border
pollution and protect Coronado’s
beaches, economy and military per-
sonnel.

“Should the Trump-Vance adminis-
tration wish to nominate a different
commissioner, the city respectfully
urges the administration to consider
an individual whose qualifications
are as outstanding as those of Dr.
Giner, and who has significant expe-
rience managing large infrastructure
construction projects,” said Duncan
in a letter on March 12. “We are ata
critical juncture given the relatively
recent award of the design-build con-
tract and groundbreaking on the ex-
pansion of the plant.”

Coronado Councilwoman Carrie
Anne Downey said she was heart-
ened by the selection of Commis-
sioner McIntosh considering his
background and decades of experi-
ence.

“[McIntosh] has seen how to com-
ply with environmental regulations
both from a regulated as well as a
regulator,” said Downey in a state-
ment. “I'm very hopeful he will con-
tinue Dr. Giner’s very open and trans-
parent management of the plant and
keeping the public informed.”

Considering Mexico has much less
resources, Giner urged the need to
continue to monitor and track impor-
tant milestones so that this situation
does not slip again in Mexico.

“You need to continue advocating
for yourself. You need to keep speak-
ing up. You need to keep holding the
IBWC accountable, like you did for
me, and you need to keep holding
Mexico accountable. It’s a team ef-
fort,” she said, addressing communi-
ties affected by the crisis.

“I wish I could have waved a wand
and got that relief because I know
people are suffering down [in the
South Bay] and I think it’s important
to continue pushing for that relief,”
Giner added.

Giner received a plaque signed by
her colleagues, including a poem,
among gifts and cards she received
during luncheon in the days follow-
ing her resignation on April 21.

“A beacon bright, a guiding light,
You pushed this agency to take flight,”
the poem says. “So thank you, MEG,
from all of us, For the opportunities
and undaunting trust Your legacy
is forever etched In the 2,000-mile
southern border stretch.”
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The Coronado Fourth of July fireworks show is still on for now, but the future is uncertain

» Continued from Page 1

the Water Quality Control Board and the fireworks
vendor has permits all lined up.

“It’s our annual tradition that is highly anticipat-
ed and celebrated,” she added.

Coronado is under the Port of San Diego’s juris-
diction, and Port Commissioner Frank Urtasun
confirmed that the city’s show this year has not
been affected.

Joshua Smith, the public information officer
with the Coastal Commission, said that the Port
has approved the island’s fireworks show with a
coastal permit exemption.

The Big Bay Boom, which is located at the San
Diego Bay, however, is under the jurisdiction of the
Coastal Commission.

A few months ago, the Coastal Commission ap-
proved a permit for fireworks at the Big Bay Boom
this year, but with several conditions that would

ultimately “limit impacts of fireworks on San Diego
Bay and explore options for alternatives in future
years,” according to the commission’s staff report
on Jan. 23.

The report said the commission was concerned
about the event impacting coastal wildlife and im-
pairing water and air quality as well as potentially
increasing the risk of fire.

The Armed Forces YMCA, which puts on the
show alongside the San Diego Unified Port Dis-
trict, had nine special conditions attached to its
approval, including hiring a biologist to conduct
bird nesting surveys and record any behavior
that might be related to the fireworks show. A wa-
ter quality monitoring report was also required
to see if pollutants from the fireworks affect the
bay.

Commission staff had asked the YMCA to look
into a drone show for this year to avoid some of
these environmental hazards, but it was decided

that the YMCA had no experience operating a
drone show and would not be able to put one up
for this year’s Fourth of July. The YMCA was also
unable to secure liability insurance in connection
with the commission’s new requirements.

Another condition places limits on the type and
design of fireworks that can be used. The commis-
sion has banned materials that don’t fully burn
away when the fireworks go off, causing them to
fall and contaminate the water such as plastic cas-
ings, labels and wiring.

The Coastal Commission’s intervention raises a
question of how future fireworks productions will
operate in San Diego and Coronado - if they oper-
ate at all.

However, at this moment, Hartnett said she is
not aware of anything potentially blocking Coro-
nado’s eagerly awaited Independence Day produc-
tion in 2025.

“We are all systems go,” she said.

BADGE PRE-SALE NOW OPEN

ODRONADO,

ISLAND FILM FESTIVAL
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I cant imagine living with it Tijjuana River sewage crisis brings head of EPA to San Diego

» Continued from Page 1

was led by Mexico’s environmental
secretary, Alicia Barcena, he said.

On April 22, Zeldin toured the
South Bay International Wastewater
Treatment Plant, joined by Imperial
Beach Mayor Paloma Aguirre, and
participated in a roundtable discus-
sion with community leaders, includ-
ing Coronado Mayor John Duncan
and Chula Vista Mayor John McCann.
A helicopter tour of the U.S. South-
ern border and a meeting with Navy
SEALs followed.

Earlier this year, the Department of
Defense’s inspector general reported
that Coronado’s sewage-polluted wa-
ters sickened Navy SEAL trainees.

“We look forward to in the hours
to follow, not years ... (to) finalize a
complete list,” said Zeldin. “Mexico is
either going to agree on it or they're
not ... and then we’ll go from there in
terms of strategy and tactics.”

Zeldin’s visit occurred just days
after Maria-Elena Giner resigned as
head of the U.S. Section of the Inter-
national Boundary and Water Com-
mission (IBWC) - the agency respon-
sible for solving the Tijuana sewage
problem.

The Trump administration re-
placed Giner, who put in motion a
$650 million plan to repair and ex-
pand cross-border sewage treatment,
with William “Chad” McIntosh, who
previously served as Zeldin’s acting
deputy administrator.

Binational meeting

Zeldin said he is committed to
stress testing every single project and
every timeline. He said Mexico needs
to increase the number of projects on
their part to ensure solutions.

“It was actually very helpful in
identifying a couple of other proj-
ects that are needed that aren’t on the
current list of Mexican-side projects,’
said Zeldin about his tour to the U.S.
plant. “As was pointed out, (if) you
do everything that’s currently on the
list but you still have the flow into Ti-
juana River, well, the beaches are still

U.S. EPA Administrator Lee Zeldin (second from left) visits the Naval
Special Warfare Center, where he met with leadership, toured the Navy
SEAL training facility, and heard their firsthand accounts of dealing
with the sewage and how it impacts the SEALS. Photo courtesy of the

Environmental Protection Agency.

gonna remain closed.”

Zeldin said he proposed several
considerations for Mexican officials.

“We were also emphasizing the
need that Mexico factors in popula-
tion growth in Tijuana to ensure that
if we get to the end of that current
list ... years from now we’re not back
sitting on a table again because ‘Oh,
we forgot to anticipate the factor of
population growth, and we'’re right
back to where we are today,” he said.

One key in Mexico involves the
San Antonio de los Buenos Wastewa-
ter Treatment Plant, about six miles
south of Tijuana. The plant had been
defunct for years, allowing untreated
sewage into the ocean. It was repaired
recently, and reportedly is back in
operation. EPA employees confirm-
ing it is in working order was a topic
discussed, according to Zeldin.
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“We want to ensure that this state-
ment is informing the public on spe-
cifics so that they don’t have to take
anyone else’s word for it, they can
read directly with the Mexican gov-
ernment signing off,” said Zeldin.

Emily Allen, the IBWC’s area op-
erations manager, said in a commu-
nity forum on April 23 that Mexico is
finishing up stabilization of its com-
pleted plant, which treats 18 million
gallons per day. She said the Mexican
Army, which oversaw the plant’s con-
struction, is turning over manage-
ment to a local agency, the Comision
Estatal de Servicios Publicos de Ti-
juana (CESPT), Baja California’s Pub-
lic Services Commission in Tijuana,
next month.

Meanwhile, the International Col-
lector, the main sewer system for Ti-
juana, is an ongoing project.

“We meet with Mexico constantly
to make sure every step of the way
in the project, they don't cause ad-
ditional spillage, additional flow into
the river,” said Allen.

Before Zeldin was named admin-
istrator in January, the EPA denied
requests by local officials asking
the agency to designate the Tijuana
River Valley as a Superfund site. EPA
leaders reiterated that decision in a
March 14 letter addressed to Aguirre.

Officials who attended the roundta-
ble discussion with Zeldin said talk of
a Superfund was only briefly brought
up and could be on the list. Zeldin
did not address that issue during the
news conference.

Zeldin also did not mention McIn-
tosh replacing Giner.

“The last two years, [Giner] made
major strides. We’ve had ground-
breaking on the expansion. We final-
ly fixed the old plant, and she helped
give me information to get the con-
struction budget raised,” said Dun-
can. “[McIntosh] knows this issue, ...
so I'm excited about the future.”

The list of necessary projects has
not yet been released pending more
discussion between both countries.
Zeldin said U.S. and Mexico commis-
sioners for the IBWC will meet in ad-
dition to the North American Devel-
opment Bank board to talk through
projects and timelines on the Mexi-
can and U.S. sides.

“It feels like it’s being treated as an
emergency now,” said Duncan.

San Diego’s congressional delega-
tion has secured $653 million to re-
pair and expand the South Bay In-
ternational Wastewater Treatment
Plant.

“The [Trump] administration was
not inclined to support one penny
more from the federal government
until Mexico designates the funds
needed to complete the projects
that they agreed to in the treaty with
them, known as their Minute 328 al-
locations,” Representative Scott Pe-
ters, D-California, said at a commu-
nity forum presented by Coronado
High School’s Stop the Sewage Club
on April 23.

Dr. Paula Stigler Granados, asso-
ciate professor in SDSU’s School of
Public Health, urged attendees at the
community forum to participate in
an ongoing community health sur-
vey.

Granados said data from the more
than 372 survey participants show
that 77% have upper respiratory
symptoms, gastrointestinal condi-
tions like diarrhea, 22% have missed
work, others have headaches, dif-
ficulty concentrating and trouble
sleeping.

“A lot of people from Imperial
Beach have filled this out,” she said.
“We definitely need Coronado’s per-
spective on this as well.”

The survey is intended to identify
health issues linked to environmen-
tal conditions in the communities
impacted by the crisis from resident
experiences and concerns about the
quality of air and water with the goal
of aiding research that could lead to
improvements in public health and
the environment, according to the
project’s website.

“Your voices matter in the fight,
your persistence, your advocacy,
and your engagement are the reason
why we've been able to make this
progress and the reason we will get
this done,” added Peters in remarks
shared by his staff.

Grime Doesn't
Discriminate

If you’re a victim of crime, our
Victim Services Division can help

) San Diego County District Attorney
SanDiegoDA.com
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Fallen Navy SEAL
Nathan Gage
Ingram awarded
posthumous medal
of heroism

Coronado News staff & DVIDS

Nathan Gage Ingram, the Coro-
nado-based Navy SEAL who was
lost at sea last year while conduct-
ing a night-time seizure of a ves-
sel illegally transporting advanced
lethal aid from Iran to resupply
Houthi forces in Yemen, was post-
humously awarded the Navy and
Marine Corps Medal for Heroism.

Ingram, 27, jumped into the wa-
ter on Jan. 11, 2024 to rescue his
teammate, Chris Chambers, after
he fell in.

At night, Ingram and his team-
mates were part of a mission that
interdicted a vessel with an ille-
gal shipment of Iranian-supplied
ballistic-missile and cruise-missile
components, preventing them
from reaching Yemen.

“The Navy and Marine Corps
Medal is reserved for those who
undertake extraordinary acts of
selflessness, often at great peril
to themselves, even more so than
those they seek to save,” said a Na-
val Special Warfare operator dur-
ing the award ceremony on April
18. “Today, Gage will join the ranks
of distinguished recipients of this
esteemed medal, and we will etch
his name into the hallowed halls of
Naval Special Warfare, our Navy,
and our country for all time.”

Ingram enlisted in the Navy on
Sept. 25, 2019, and graduated from
boot camp in Illinois in November
2019.

Ingram served with West Coast-
based SEAL units since graduating

Navy SEAL Nathan Gage Ingram
was on deployment on the USS
Puller about a week before he
passed. Photo provided by Jewel/
Ingram.

from SEAL qualification training
in Coronado in 2021.

“One thing that stood out was
Gage’s clear understanding of the
fallen heroes who came before
him and the profound legacies
they left within the teams of Na-
val Special Warfare,” said Jewel
Ingram, Gage’s wife. “In Gage’s
words, ‘We have to lose one of us
to learn and do better. It’s the only

9

way we improve.

Ticonderoga-class guided missile cruiser USS Cape St. George arrives
at the mouth of San Diego Bay on April 22. U.S. Navy photo by Mass
Communication Specialist Ist Class Kelby Sanders.

USS Cape St. George
arrives in San Diego

DVIDS

The Ticonderoga-class guided-
missile cruiser USS Cape St. George
arrived in its new homeport of Naval
Base San Diego on April 22.

The ship came from Naval Base
Everett after conducting phased
modernization at Vigor Shipyard in
Seattle. This move was a permanent
change of station for the crew and
family members.

“T am so incredibly proud of this
dedicated crew and for all of the hard
work and sacrifice that brought Cape
St. George back to life,” said Capt.

Jennifer Pontius, commanding of-
ficer of Cape St. George. “Repairing
and restoring systems after an ex-
tended modernization was a hercu-
lean effort, and this talented crew is
the reason the ship was able to return
to sea and reintegrate into our Navy’s
fighting force.”

The cruiser began modifications
in June 2021 and is scheduled to
conclude in 2025. During this time,
Cape St. George underwent exten-
sive upgrades to its hull, mechanical
systems, engineering and combat
systems in preparation for rejoining
maritime operations.
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Left to right: Anton Youngblood,
Oscar Alicandri, Ziggy Raunig and
Nathan Ayan compete in the boys’
1600-meter race on April 17. Photo
by George Green.

Coronado
boys' track

and field wins
Central League

Coronado News staff

The Coronado High School boys’
track and field team is the 2025 Cen-
tral League champion after finishing
the season undefeated, with a per-
fect 4-0 record.

At the April 24 league meet against
Crawford High School, Kearny High
School and Madison High School,
junior sprinter Davin Collins led the
boys’ team with victories in both the
100- and 200-meter dashes. He is
the Central League winner in both
events.

Collins also ran legs on the victo-
rious 4x100 and 4x400 relay teams.
For the former, he was joined by se-
nior David Castillo, junior William
Heyen, and junior Mason Gibbs, as
they recorded a time of 45.60 sec-
onds. For the latter, he was joined
by sophomore Emiliano Marquez,
junior Nathan Ayan, and freshman
Niko Andretic. This quartet recorded
a time of 3:35.87.

Other individual event winners on
the boys’ side included Marquez, who
won the 300-meter hurdles; Ayan,
who won the 400-meter dash; junior
Vincent Russo, who won the 800-me-
ter; and senior Reif Souder, who won
the 110-meter hurdles. Ayan is also
the Central League leader for both
the 400- and 800-meter runs.

The Islander girls were led by ju-
nior sprinter Micaela Gistaro, who
notched double victories in the
200-meter dash and 400-meter dash
events. Gistaro’s 400-meter time
is the leading time in the Central
league this year.

She was joined by senior Lauren
Gilhooly, sophomore Maya Wilson
and junior Summer Little to claim
victory in the 4x100-meter relay, with
a time of 48.52 seconds. This relay
quartet is the leading girls sprint re-
lay team in the Central League and
the third fastest in the entire San Di-
ego CIF section.

Other Islander girls’ winners in-
cluded sophomore Nadia Roos in
the 800-meter run, and freshman
Claudia Wagner, who claimed double
victories in the long jump and triple
jump events with leaps of 14’10” and
31'5”, respectively. Wagner is the
Central League leader in both events.

Previous meets

On April 17, during the league
meet against Crawford High School,
Madison High School and Morse
High School, both the Islanders’ boys
and girls teams defeated Crawford.
While the boys’ team beat Morse 81-
28, the girls fell to the team by a slim
margin.

The distance crew led Coronado
High on April 17, with Russo fin-
ishing first in the 800-meter run
and Ayan winning the 1600-meter
dash. On the girls’ side, senior Olivia
Monette won the 1600-meter with a
personal record time of 7:10.47.

Two days later, the Islanders took
part in the 65th annual Mt. SAC re-
lays held at Mt. San Antonio College
in Walnut, California.

The Islander girl’s 4x100-meter
relay team — with Gistaro, Little,
Wilson and Gilhooly — qualified for
the competition. In addition to the
4x100, Gilhooly also competed in two
individual sprint events, the 100- and
200-meter dashes, and continues to
lead the San Diego CIF section in
both races.
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Coronado High School swimmers line up at a meet in 2024. The team defeated University City this year on

April 17. Photo by Kelly Moore.

Coronado High swim
defeats University City

BY CADE CAVIN
The Coronado News

The Coronado High School swim
team defeated University City on
April 17 with multiple competitors
earning first place finishes.

Luca Morocco took first place
in the 200 freestyle, and Russell
Richardson won the 200 individual
medley. Van Marniacs came out on
top in the 500 freestyle, while Gage
Everitt earned the win in the 100

backstroke.

Coronado also notched two relay
victories — the 200 freestyle relay
team made up of Morocco, Rich-
ardson, Andre Poole, and Liam
Knapp - and the 400 freestyle re-
lay team of Everitt, Cedrick Tolen-
tino, Santi Garcia-Rojo, and Devin
Ertekin.

On the girls’ side, the Islanders
also came away with a strong show-
ing. Jillian Stachowicz won both
the 200 freestyle and 100 breast-

stroke, while Mirren Fallon picked
up victories in the 200 individual
medley and 500 freestyle.

Cal Poly commit Chloe Quar-
les added wins in the 50 freestyle
and 100 butterfly, and Kailyn Cor-
nell took first in the 100 freestyle.
Stachowicz, Fallon, Quarles and
Cornell, along with Ally Fabrey,
Audrey Howard, Sofia Kelly, and
Chloe O’Keefe, all contributed to
winning relays throughout the
meet.

Coronado High swim team celebrates senior night

The swim team
celebrated 11
seniors following
their final dual
meet on April 25,
where both the
girls and boys’
teams fell short
to La Jolla High
School by slim
margins. Pictured
from left to
right: Brandon
Waterlander,
Simon Cohen,
Delaney
Carstens, Chloe
O'Keefe, Andre
Poole, Aubrey
Howard, Chloe
Quarles, Ally
Fabrey, Sienna
Phelps and Luke
Rivera.

Photo by Jillian
Stachowicz.

Associated Press

The Los Angeles Chargers will take on the Detroit
Lions in the annual Hall of Fame game as part of en-

shrinement week.

The Hall announced the matchup for July 31 with the
Chargers playing just days before longtime tight end An-
tonio Gates will be inducted into the Pro Football Hall

of Fame.

Gates will be joined by three other modern era can-
didates with Eric Allen, Jared Allen and Sterling Sharpe

also getting inducted on Aug. 2.

The Lions will be designated as the home team for
the game after going 15-2 last season before losing in
the divisional round to Washington. The Chargers went
11-6 and made the playoffs as a wild-card team in coach

Jim Harbaugh'’s first season.

This will be the fourth trip to Canton for the Lions
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This is the The Pro Football Hall of Fame logo at
midfield at Tom Benson Field before a Hall of Fame

exhibition game Aug. 1, 2024, in Canton, Ohio. AP

and the third for the Chargers. Detroit last played in the

game in 1991, beating Denver 14-3. The last appearance
for the Chargers in the Hall of Fame game was a 21-17

Photo/Gene J. Puskar, File.

loss to Atlanta in 1994.
The game will be broadcast by NBC.
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Associated Press

The Los Angeles Chargers figured
out their defense in coach Jim Har-
baugh’s first season, but the offense
was a work in progress.

The needs on that side of the ball
were evident throughout the three
days of the NFL draft, bringing in
four skill position players among
their first six selections, starting
with North Carolina running back
Omarion Hampton with the 22nd
pick.

General manager Joe Hortiz said
it wasn’t intentional that their draft
played out so heavy toward the of-
fense.

“You want to keep it balanced, you
do,” Horitz said. “But the board, you
got to follow the board. You can’t (be
like), ‘Oh, we got to take a defensive
player because we haven'’t done that’
while you have better offensive play-
ers sticking out that can help us. So
you just take the best players. It’s not
always going to be balanced.”

The Chargers were 11th in points
per game (23.6) last season.

However, a good deal of that suc-
cess happened because of a stout
defense which helped create short
fields. In the wild-card round loss
to the Houston Texans, Los Angeles’
lack of playmakers around quarter-
back Justin Herbert was exposed.

In addition to Hampton, they also
brought in wide receivers Tre Har-
ris and KeAndre Lambert-Smith and
tight end Oronde Gadsden II, who
started his college career at Syracuse
as a wideout and is the son of former
Miami Dolphins receiver Oronde
Gadsden.

“We added speed, we added tough-

SIEORIS

Addressing offensive skill positions
was emphasis for Chargers in NFL draft

Los Angeles Chargers head coach Jim Harbaugh, left, introduces running
back Omarion Hampton, the Chargers first round draft pick, No. 22 overall,
during an NFL football news conference at The Bolt in El Segundo, Calif.,
Friday, April 25, 2025. AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes.

ness, even at the receiver position,
at the tight end position, certainly at
the running back position,” assistant
general manager Chad Alexander
said. “Those guys are going to come
in and help us as offensive players, so
just really excited about being able to
add those guys.”

Second-round spark?

The Chargers struck gold by draft-
ing wide receiver Ladd McConkey in
the second round last year and will
be hoping Harris can repeat the feat
after being selected No. 55 overall on
Friday. McConkey set team rookie
records in catches (82) and receiving
yards (1,149) working out of the slot,

but a lack of capable options outside
the numbers limited what Herbert
could do. Harris could be that miss-
ing piece at 6-foot-2 and 205 pounds.
He had 114 receptions for 2,015 yards
and 15 touchdowns in two seasons at
Mississippi after starting his college
career at Louisiana Tech, with Har-
baugh singling out Harris’ route-run-
ning as a strength.

Man in the middle

Addressing the interior defensive
line was going to be an emphasis
long before the Las Vegas Raiders
took Boise State star runner Ashton
Jeanty in the first round, potentially
giving the Chargers a third capable

rushing game to contend with in
the AFC West. Third-round pick Ja-
maree Caldwell showed a variety of
skills in defending the run as a three-
technique at Houston for two years
before playing nose tackle at Oregon
last season, and the Chargers will
need him to help plug up the middle
after losing starter Poona Ford in free
agency.

For the future

With Khalil Mack returning for
another season, the Chargers are
set at edge rusher for the short term
with the three-time All-Pro, another
steady veteran in Bud Dupree, and
productive youngster Tuli Tuipulotu
despite releasing Joey Bosa in March.

Kyle Kennard, their fourth-round
selection from South Carolina, could
be part of the succession plan after
Mack while also offering some pro-
duction in obvious passing situations
this fall. He had 26 1/2 sacks in his fi-
nal two collegiate seasons for Georgia
Tech and the Gamecocks, but likely
will need some time to become more
a well-rounded defender. Kennard
should also fit in on special teams
immediately.

Inside out

The interior offensive line was the
last glaring need for the Chargers as
they worked through the third day of
the draft, and Pittsburgh’s Branson
Taylor will be in the mix after being
taken in the sixth round. Although
he primarily played left tackle for the
Panthers, Los Angeles expects Taylor
to start his career at guard. If Zion
Johnson gets a look at center, Taylor
could be an option to take over at left
guard.

Widest Selection of Mobility Aids

ONLINE STORE ONLY — SHIPPED DIRECTLY TO YOUR DOOR!

ComfyGo Majestic I1Q 9000\3

Air Hawk |

Power Chair
$2,578.00

— $1.899.00
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Alightweight, foldable !
power wheelchair with I
2 long range batteries |
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joystick. 1
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Battery Range: 26 mi.
Weight Cap: 265 bs.
Weight Without Battery: 41 lbs.

Featherweig ht\E

Scooter !
$2:195-:00

$1,999.00
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Atonly 37 lbs, thisis !
one of the lightest !
mobility scooters |

on the planet. 1
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Battery Range: 7.5 mi
Weight Cap: 265 lbs.
Weight Without Battery: 37 lbs.

$2;578-00

$1,899.00

Foldable power chair
with optional recline,
17.5" or 20" seat widths,
and remote control.

Battery Range: 20 mi.
Weight Cap: 310 lbs.
Weight Without Battery: 9 lbs.

, Pride Pursuit 2

$4;645-00

$3.645.00

Built for adventure,
offering durability and
versatility for everyday
use and off-roading.

Battery Range: 20 mi.
Weight Cap: 400 lbs
Top Speed: 9.3 mph

llOptimus
Scooter
$2,775.00

$2.187.00

Folds automatically
with the touch of a
button. Designed
for easy travel.

Battery Range: 13.5 mi

Weight Cap: 300 lbs.

Weight without Battery: 52 lbs.
~

FREE SHIPPING on ALL ITEMS

Additional 5% Off First Purchase + Free Gift*

Guaranteed Lowest Price o Lifetime Support ® 24/7 Customer Service

3

RESTORE

MOBILITY

Mobility Consultant Hotline-Call Now

(877) 664-4452

New equipment sales only — we do not buy used items

*Some Exclusions Apply

Seattle Reign players celebrate a goal by forward Maddie Dahlien in the
first half of an NWSL soccer game against Portland Thorns FC in Seattle,
Friday, April 18, 2025. Kevin Clark/The Seattle Times via AP.

for lower-tier

Associated Press

The National Women’s Soccer
League has asked U.S. Soccer to
sanction a lower division women’s
professional soccer league that could
launch as early as next year.

The six-team league would sit on
the second tier of the U.S. soccer pyr-
amid, below the NWSL and the USL
Women’s Super League, and would
serve to develop young players.

The NWSL on April 25 confirmed
that it had “formally submitted an
application and supporting docu-
mentation for a new for a Division II
league” with the U.S. Soccer Federa-
tion. The move was first reported by
CBS Sports.

“As a global leader in the women’s
soccer landscape both on and off
the pitch, the NWSL and its mem-
ber clubs are committed to grow-

NVWSL submits request

women's

eague to develop players

ing our sport in meaningful ways,”
the league said in a statement. “The
demand for professional soccer has
never been higher. We look forward
to working to build a strong founda-
tion for future generations of play-
ers, officials and coaches and ensure
the continued advancement of the
women’s game.”

U.S. Soccer has certain conditions
for Division II sanctioning, includ-
ing a minimum number of teams
and stadiums that seat at least 2,000.
In the case of the NWSL, all of the
lower-division teams would be af-
filiated with top-tier clubs, sharing
ownership and infrastructure.

The NWSL clubs that would field a
Division II team include the Kansas
City Current, Bay FC, North Carolina
Courage, Racing Louisville, Gotham
FC, Orlando Pride, Seattle Reign and
Washington Spirit.
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Home Buying is

Jecdiey

Find The Path That's Best For You
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Right now, the Buyer’s journey to a new home

is full of obstacles. Having a great guide, one that
can help the process go faster, smoother and less
expensive, is the best investment you can make.

AddressCoronado.com

will connect you with the best
in the marketplace

DON'T BE AFRAID
TO TAKE THE EASY WAY
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LA Olympics, says 2028 ‘seems so far away

Associated Press

Simone Biles is unsure whether
she will compete at the Los Angeles
Olympics in 2028.

For now, the most decorated gym-
nast of all-time has other priorities
and is listening to her body, too.

“I'm really trying to enjoy life, to
spend time with my husband (Chi-
cago Bears safety Jonathan Owens),
go support him at his games, live
my life as a woman,” she said in an
interview with French sports daily
L'’Equipe published on Tuesday. “I've
accomplished so much in my sport.
For me to come back, it would really
have to excite me.”

The 28-year-old American will be
in Los Angeles for the Games but
does not yet know in which capacity.

“Whether on the apparatus or in
the stands, I still don’t know that,”
she told L'Equipe. “But 2028 seems
so far away, and my body is aging. I
felt it in Paris.”

The American gymnast won three
gold medals and a silver at the Paris
Olympics, taking her career tally to
seven Olympic golds and 11 medals

2LQRID

Stmone Biles undecided on competing at

Simone Biles celebrates her Laureus World Sportswoman of the Year
award, during the 2025 Laureus World Sports Awards ceremony in Madrid,
Spain, Monday, April 21, 2025. AP Photo/Manu Fernandez.

overall.

But her body cracked from the
strain.

“I went back to the village, I took

NORTH AMERICA'’'S

“1 SE"II]QWalk inTub

Featuring our Free Shower Package

“y safesie

Now you can finally have all
of the soothing benefits of a
relaxing warm bath, or enjoy

a convenient refreshing shower
while seated or standing

with Safe Step Walk-In Tub’s
FREE Shower Package!

V/ First walk-in tub available with
a customizable shower

v/ Fixed rainfall shower head is
adjustable for your height and pivots
to offer a seated shower option

v High-quality tub complete
with a comprehensive lifetime
warranty on the entire tub

V Top-of-the-line installation
and service, all included at one
low, affordable price

Now you can have the best of
both worlds—there isn’t a better,
more affordable walk-in tub!

the elevator and my body literally
collapsed. I was sick for 10 days,”
she said, before recounting another
experience. “The other day, we were
sprinting in the garden with friends,
I had aches and pains for three days.
So, I honestly don’t know. We'll see.”

She praised her rival, Rebeca An-
drade of Brazil, for recovering from
injury and for “pushing me beyond
my limits,” but also said gymnastics
no longer needs both of them.

“It only needs one of us, no? Es-
pecially since (Andrade) will not be
alone,” Biles said. “A young genera-
tion will knock at the door and every-
thing will start again.”

b

‘I'm really trying to
enjoy life, to spend
time with my
husband (Chicago
Bears safety
Jonathan Owens),
go support him at
his games, live my
life as a woman. ..
['ve accomplished
so much in my
sport. For me to
come back, it
would really have
to excite me.”

- Simone Biles

The interview took place before
Monday’s Laureus Awards in Madrid,
where she was named sportswoman
of the year.

Whatever she decides regarding
her career, Biles will continue to
speak about mental health.

“I am very proud of the work ac-
complished to reach this point,” she
said, “and I will continue to be the
voice of the voiceless.”

Attention, Coronado Art Collectors and Art
Enthusiasts

Pauline Johnson- Brown
Worldwide Art and Auction Advisor
New York, San Diego, Washington D.C.
San Francisco, Paris. London

~ FREE SHOWER
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| ~ PLUS $1600 OFF

| : FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY

Call Toll-Free 619-365-4816

Ay safestep
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E With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not |
1+ applicable with any previous walk-in tub purchase. }

i Offer available while supplies last. No cash value.
| ] Must present offer at time of purchase.
| ]
]
]
— —
i
= .

Call Today for Your Free Shower Package

619-365-4816
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EASE OF
witREPRbvep | USE BBB

Arthritis Foundation
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I am very excited about introducing myself to the Coronado Com-
munity. Over the course of my extensive career in Real Estate and in
Fine Art, I have been involved in unearthing hidden art provenances,
achieving record auction results, as well as making gifts to major
museums for my clients.

If you have art that you are curious to know more about and have
considered selling, do not hesitate to call me. I will work as your
liaison to assist you with Provenance Research, Preliminary No fee
Valuations and access to the leading National and International auc-
tion houses. I will handle your art consignments and sales with the
utmost integrity and discretion. As your Art liaison I will provide you
with exceptional, discreet service.

Call or email today, I look forward to discussing your art with you!

Pauline Johnson-Brown
Email: pjbrealest@aol.com Phone: 646-438-0982

https://paulinejohnsonbrown.com/

Principal | Consultant | Broker | Auction Specialist
San Diego | New York | Washington DC | San Francisco | Paris | London
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Memorial Day Sale

Save Up to 40% on Select Brands

Celebrate Memorial Day at Woodbridge Interiors with
limited-time savings—35% off Stickley, 30% off Tommy Bahama
Home plus an extra 10%, 30% off Century, 25% off Hooker plus
an extra 10%, and 40% off Natuzzi Motion with an additional 5%
off. Don’t miss these exclusive offers on luxury furniture!

V\
Woodbridge

I N T E R I O R S

Woodbridge Interiors - San Diego Woodbridge Interiors - Mission Valley
7480 Miramar Road Suite B106 1530 Camino De La Reina
San Diego, CA 92126 San Diego, CA 92108
858-578-4900 619-296-7500

woodbridgeinteriors.com

COMPLIMENTARY DESIGN SERVICES

Our team of design experts can help

you customize and create your dream home!




