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Coronado Librarian Tara Davies instills life-long
sustainability knowledge among young environmentalists
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Environmental Librarian Tara Davies overlooks the Seed Library inside the Coronado Public Library, a
program providing the community with a variety of seeds to plant at no cost. Photo courtesy of Davies.

Librarian leads local
environmental efforts

By JULIETA SOTO
The Coronado News

Apart from working as a librarian, one Coro-
nado Public Library employee also teaches young
students about the importance of environmental
stewardship.

This local changemaker is Tara Davies, Teen
Librarian and Environmental Librarian, whose
extensive knowledge of composting and organic
gardening has successfully revitalized a garden at
the high school.

“One of the reasons why I have taken on the
role of environmental librarian is that environ-
mental stewardship is really important to me.”
Davies told the Coronado News.

As the garden advisor at Coronado Middle
School and Coronado High School, Davies over-
sees club meetups, creates a planting schedule,
and makes nursery shopping lists and trips based
on the season.

The 32-year-old began working at the library in
mid-2020 and has since enjoyed leading the local
gardening team and getting to know the Corona-
do community, she said.

‘Spending time in the
garden with the kids is
super rewarding.”

Tara Davies, librarian

Davies can be found at the middle and high
school gardens on Tuesdays and most Saturdays,
working alongside over 60 students each week
with the CHS and CMS Emerald Keepers Clubs.

“Spending time in the garden with the kids is
super rewarding,” said Davies. “Every time I'm at
one of the gardens, students tell me that they've
never seen a particular vegetable grow before,
that they didn’t know that about plants, soil or the
environment or, you know, insects.”

Davies said she enjoys fostering a space where
the kids are comfortable to get curious about the
natural world, the opportunity to turn the com-
post, tend to the plants, pick the harvest, plant

» Continued on Page 9

Key official:

At least $300M
more needed
to fix Tijuana
sewage crisis

By MADELINE YANG
The Coronado News

The Tijuana sewage system is outdated, non-
functioning and leaking human waste and
pathogens into the Pacific Ocean, riding sea
currents from the Tijuana River into Imperial
Beach and Coronado, and a key federal official
said at least $300 million more is needed to
stem the crisis.

An urgency to fix the nearly 100-year environ-
mental problem was reiterated Sept. 13 at the
San Diego Regional Water
Quality Control Board meet-
ing. That's where Interna-
tional Boundary and Water
Commissioner Maria-Elena
Giner said that “about 40%”
of the assets currently used
to stop the sewage flow “have
a high likelihood of failure.”

Giner said around $150
million already has been al-
located for urgent rehabilita-
tion needs, but the total price
tag for construction repairs, new sewage treat-
ment facilities and mechanisms to catch waste
has risen to $900 million.

Giner told the water board that the federal gov-
ernment’s priority is to reduce transboundary
flows of sewage by 90%, which can be done by
expanding the South Bay International Wastewa-
ter Treatment plant near the U.S.-Mexico border
so it can process 50 million gallons of waste a day
from Mexico or double its current capacity.

But Imperial Beach Mayor Paloma Aguirre
said the Water Board and federal government
have failed to properly monitor the outdated
treatment plant.

Meanwhile, Republicans and Democrats rep-
resenting San Diego County are working to-
gether to get additional funding, and the plan
includes lobbying former U.S. Navy SEALS who

Maria-Elena
Giner

» Continued on Page 5

RELATED STORY

All 18 mayors in San Diego County call upon
Gov. Gavin Newsom to declare a state of
emergency over the Tijuana sewage crisis.
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Meet the man behind the Coronado Sports Report

r . !._ 4
Jason Fledderjohn

. ! [4

"We both played baseball and football. It's pretty cool
because | get to experience the same things at school
that [he] did," said Cable Fledderjohn, '25, whose dad

Jason, graduated in 1990,

Jason Fledderjohn, a Coronado High graduate, started the Coronado
Sports Report: a one-stop shop for everything sports related at CHS.

Photo provided by Jason Fledderjohn.

A Kaiser Permanente charge
nurse has created one-stop
shop for everything sports
related at CHS.

By MADELINE YANG
The Coronado News

He works as a charge nurse at Kaiser
Permanente and moonlights as a re-
porter for his startup Coronado Sports
Report.

Meet Jason Fledderjohn, whose de-
sire to allow his mom in Hawaii and
his in-laws in Fallbrook remotely watch
their grandkids grow into a budding
community service for those who want
to follow Islander sports teams but can’t
go to the games.

Fledderjohn grew up in Coronado,
playing football and baseball and gradu-
ating from the high school in 1990.

He and he and his wife Marnie
moved the family back to Coronado in
2016 from Henderson, Nevada.

Now their daughter Chloe, 14, plays
volleyball and softball, while his son
Cable, 16, (like his dad), plays football
and baseball.

With the grandparents unable to
watch the kids play on a regular basis,
Fledderjohn came up with a solution:
The Coronado Sports Report.

For a few months before baseball
season started this past spring, Fled-
derjohn figured out how to help his
mom and in-laws watch the games.

He developed a system of two to
three cameras on each field or court
where his children played.

There were two to three on the
baseball field behind each base, one
on the volleyball court and one on the
net for spikes, and a couple on the
football field.

Connected via Wi-Fi to two iPads,
Fledderjohn sits by them, streaming
the live footage from the cameras to
YouTube on one iPad, and on the other,

» Continued on Page 15
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this week

The Spoilers Book Club reads books
that are turned into movies and this
event is “For Love of the Game” by
Michael Shaara. The club compare the
two and discusses what they did and
didn't like. This story is about Detroit
pitcher Billy Chapel. The program is
from 2 to 5:30 p.m. at the Coronado
Public Library.

27 - wednesday

It's Wine and Paint at Emerald C.
Gallery from 6 to 8 p.m. No experience
is necessary and all supplies are
provided. The gallery is at 1331 Orange
Ave.

29 . friday

The Coronado Public Library’s
Autumn Concert Series takes place
every Friday through Nov. 3, and

each concert begins at1p.m. in the
Winn Room. This week, guitarist Ron
Wheeler will perform popular acoustic
tunes from the 1960s through today.
Wheeler was born in Kansas City,
Missouri and was involved in choir at
school starting in the first grade.

Student of the Week
will return soon!

CONTACT US

For news tips, story submissions
and letters to the editor,
contact Editor Craig Harris at
craig@thecoronadonews.com
or 619-539-9738

To advertise contact Ad
Executive Braeden Stegman at
braeden@thecoronadonews.com

CORONADO LOVE LETTER

What a treasure she is at 103

By FIONA RASAK
The Coronado News

Treasure Zimmerman, at a youth-
ful 103, exemplifies joy.

Sitting down with The Coronado
News, she told stories of how she
used to be a pilot back in the day
when there weren’t many women
flying planes.

“That was really fun for me,” she
said.

Zimmerman was among a panel
of centenarians who shared their
wisdom and keys to living a long
happy life during a standing room
only event at the Coronado Public
Library on July 21.

Zimmerman, in a recent inter-
view, talked about how she grew up
in Kansas and married her husband
during World War II.

She watched her husband and fol-
lowed him as he learned to become
a paratrooper.

When her husband got out of the
service, Zimmerman and her hus-
band moved to Long Beach, and
her husband began to go into busi-
ness with his uncles and that’s when
Zimmermann and her husband had
found an opportunity to buy an air-
plane.

They had bought a plane that had
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Treasure Zimmerman is a
youthful 103 years old. The
former pilot shared her secret
to a healthy, long life with The
Coronado News. Photo courtesy
of Cynthia Mendolia.

been previously damaged, but they
put it in their backyard and Zim-
merman’s son and husband worked
on repairing it for a year, she said.
At the time, Zimmerman said she
didn’t have much interest in getting

her pilot’s license although her hus-
band really wanted her too.

One day, as they were flying over
Long Beach, her husband said to
her: “Look down there. Well, I want
toaskyou a question: TfThad a heart
attack right now and died right now
in this seat, what would you do?”

Zimmerman says the next morn-
ing she began learning to fly an air-
plane. She ended up falling in love
with flying and flew in the Powder
Puff Derby, the name given to an
annual transcontinental air race
for women pilots that originated in
1947.

She participated in the all-wom-
en’s cross country race from Ba-
kersfield to Atlantic City, New Jer-
sey, she said. And she was a co-pilot
for one of her friends, and they
ended up getting 11th place out of
60 planes, she said.

Zimmerman has been in Coro-
nado for about 17 years, and previ-
ously was a substitute P.E. teacher
in Indio. She said she even had a
drill team of 72 kids, and she noted
how important it is to engage in
physical activity for our health and
livelihood.

“What I would tell kids how to
live this long is to just keep breath-
ing,” she said.

PET OF THE WEEK

Leroy, a kitty looking for a home

Coronado News staff

Are you looking for a cool, confi-
dent, affectionate cat?

Well, look no further. This purr
machine came to PAWS of Coronado
as a stray in early August and has
just stolen our hearts. Leroy’s favor-
ite things are hanging out with his cat
and people friends, staring out his
scenic window and laying on laps.

If Leroy sounds like the cat for
you, apply today at PAWS of Coro-
nado.

All of the animals at PAWS are
spayed/neutered, microchipped,
vaccinated, and up to date on flea
preventative. Adoptions are by ap-
pointment only. If you are interest-
ed in adopting Leroy or any other
animal, please visit www.pawsof-
coronado.org

Leroy is the Pet of the Week and
looking for a home. Courtesy of
PAWS of Coronado.

FAST, EASY,
CONVENIENT &
AFFORDABLE
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SHOWERS
AND BATHS

WITH A LIFETIME REMODELING

Upgrade your bathroom with confidence knowing
your beautiful new Dreamstyle shower can be
professionally installed in as little as 1 to 2 days.

AUTUMN
SHOWER
SAVINGS

50% OFF

INSTALLATION
ON DREAMSTYLE SHOWER SYSTEM
WITH

18 MONTHS

NO interest | NO payments
AND NO money down
OR
LOW MONTHLY PAYMENTS"

OFFER ENDS SEPTEMBER 30TH
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“We were amazed how beautiful our guest shower
turned out. Dreamstyle remodeling converted the
shower tub to a walk-in shower. From working with the
salesman planning the project to the construction of
it was an easy transition. We would recommend using
Dreamstyle remodeling. They work with you every step
of the way.”

With a huge variety of design options and
materials, you can count on your new shower by
Dreamstyle Remodeling to be clean, safe and
virtually maintenance.

*On Approved Credit. Based on approval of 18 months, No Interest, No Payments with installations completed in 2023. Valid o
subject to change without noti

itial consultation only, with purchase of any complete Dreamstyle Shower System. Not valid with any other offers or previous orders. Offer ends 9/30/23. Offer
©2023 Dreamstyle Remodeling of California, LLC. Lic. 995160 B
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By GEORGE GALDORISI

We have now passed the 18-month
point of Russia’s invasion of Ukraine.
While it will take years to unpack
all of the lessons learned from this
conflict, some things have already
become clear.

Topping that list is the use of
uncrewed systems in this conflict.
The media has been all but saturated
with stories regarding Ukraine and
Russia’s use of uncrewed aerial sys-
tems to perform intelligence surveil-
lance and reconnaissance (ISR), as
well as both nations’ use of armed
uncrewed aerial systems to attack
enemy positions.

Of equal importance, and some-
thing new, has been Ukraine’s use of
uncrewed surface vehicles to attack
Russian naval vessels beginning with
the October 2022 attack on a Russian
warship in the port of Sevastopol,
and continuing this year with attacks
against Russian military vessels and
cargo ships.

This is a new form of warfare
which has tremendous implications
for military affairs worldwide.

To understand why the use of these
uncrewed surface vehicles (USVs) is
so new, it is worth dialing back sev-
eral decades to the wars in Iraq and
Afghanistan where uncrewed aerial
systems and uncrewed ground sys-
tems were developed and deployed
to meet urgent operational needs.
Uncrewed surface vehicles were not
needed in those conflicts so their
development lagged.

Now, world navies are catching up
and considering ways that uncrewed
surface systems can be used to per-
form a plethora of important naval
missions beyond their use as kami-
kaze boats in the conflict in Ukraine.

Like their air and ground coun-
terparts, these uncrewed surface
systems are valued because of their
ability to reduce the risk to human
life in high threat areas, to deliver
persistent surveillance over areas
of interest, and to provide options
to warfighters that derive from the
inherent advantages of uncrewed
technologies.

As citizens and taxpayers, it is fair
to ask whether the U.S. military is
working to develop and deploy these
uncrewed maritime systems to sup-
port U.S. Navy and Marine Corps
operations.

The answer is yes. Well before Rus-
sia’s invasion of Ukraine, the Navy
and Marine Corps have been proac-
tive in evaluating uncrewed surface
systems in a large number of exercis-
es, experiments and demonstrations.

It is worth noting that the U.S.
Navy categorizes uncrewed surface
systems into three categories: large,
medium and small.

The Navy has plans to design

OPINION

OP-ED

Has the war in Ukraine
changed everything?

The Sea Hunter, seen in this 2018 photo, is an unmanned sea surface vehicle developed in partnership between the
Office of Naval Research (ONR) and the Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency (DARPA). The Sea Hunter is
part of ONR’s Medium Displacement Unmanned Surface Vehicle (MDUSV) project. Photo courtesy of the U.S. Navy.

and field large uncrewed maritime
systems ranging in size from 200 to
300 feet over the next few years. That
said, these have not yet been fielded.

Small uncrewed maritime systems,
while useful, due to their size, cannot
carry a large number of systems,
Sensors, or weapons.

What this means is that over the
past several years it is medium
uncrewed surface systems that have
been evaluated by the Navy and the
Marine Corps, as well as by other al-
lied and friendly navies.

Indeed, they have been used exten-
sively in a large number of exercises,
experiments and demonstrations
and will likely be the “workhorses”
that will be used for several impor-
tant Navy and Marine Corps missions
such as ISR, mine-countermeasures,
and combat logistics.

While there are a wide range of
medium uncrewed surface vehicles
(MUSVs) that can potentially meet
the U.S. Navy’s needs, there are three
that appear to be furthest along in
the development cycle and which
have been featured in numerous
Navy and Marine Corps events.
These MUSVs cover a range of sizes,
hull types and capabilities. They are:

* The Vigor Industrial Sea Hunter
is the largest of the three. The Sea
Hunter is a 132-foot-long trimaran (a
central hull with two outriggers).

« The Textron monohull Common
Uncrewed Surface Vessel (CUSV) fea-
tures a modular, open architecture
design.

« The Maritime Tactical Systems
Inc. (MARTAC) family of catamaran
hull, uncrewed surface vehicles that
includes the MANTAS T12 and the

Devil Ray T24 and T38 craft.

While it is far too early to deter-
mine which medium uncrewed
surface vehicles will be carried by
the Navy’s planned fleet of large un-
crewed surface systems, some clarity
is beginning to emerge.

The MANTAS and Devil Ray craft
appear to be the most viable candi-
dates for a number of reasons. First,
they come in different sizes with the
same hull, mechanical and electri-
cal (HME) attributes. Second, the
Sea Hunter is simply too large to fit
into the LUSVs the Navy is consider-
ing. Third, the CUSV is the MUSV of
choice for the Littoral Combat Ship
(LCS) Mine-Countermeasures Mis-
sion Package, and all CUSVs sched-
uled to be procured are committed to
this program.

Column space doesn't allow for
a full description of all of the Navy
and the Marine Corps events where
uncrewed surface systems were
featured. That said, one of the most
prominent was the Advanced Na-
val Technology Exercise where the
MANTAS T12 snuck into the “enemy”
harbor (in this case, the Del Mar boat
basin in Southern California) to scout
enemy positions.

On the Marine Corps side of the
equation, the Marines used the same
uncrewed surface system in the
Bold Alligator Series of exercises,
as well as others such as Dawn Blitz
and Steel Knight, where they per-
formed intelligence surveillance and
reconnaissance of enemy positions
and linked this information back to
higher headquarters in real-time.

More recently, the Navy’s Integrat-
ed Battle Problem series of exercises

used the T38 Devil Ray to perform
intelligence surveillance and recon-
naissance tasks, as well as mine
countermeasures missions.

U.S. uncrewed surface systems
have also been deployed worldwide
in a large number of international
exercises such as the International
Maritime Exercise in the Arabian
Gulf, Autonomous Warrior in Austra-
lia, and the NATO Robotics Experi-
mentation event led by Portugal and
conducted near the Troia Peninsula.

To provide just one example of
the scope of this experimentation,
earlier this year, the Navy conducted
Integrated Battle Problem 2023 that
featured nine uncrewed surface
vehicles, including those mentioned
earlier in this article.

It is likely an understatement to say
that the Department of the Navy is
committed to an accelerated devel-
opment path for uncrewed surface
systems so that they can complement
the Navy fleet and perform missions
that keep Sailors and Marines out of
harm’s way. This is a good news story
as the United States faces peer com-
petitors that threaten anti-access/
area denial systems that threaten
crewed ships and their crews.

George Galdorisi is a career naval avia-
tor and national security professional.
His 30-year career as a naval aviator
culminated in 14 years of consecutive
service as executive officer, commanding
officer, commodore, and chief of staff.
He is a 40-year Coronado resident and
enjoys writing, especially speculative
fiction about the future of warfare. He
is the author of 16 books, including four
consecutive New York Times best sellers.

The Coronado News accepts Op-Eds and Letters to the Editor. Please send them to Editor Craig Harris at craig@thecoronadonews.com.
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Mayors to Newsom: Declare emergency for sewage crisis

All 18 mayors in San Diego County call
upon Gov. Gavin Newsom to declare a
state of emergency over sewage crisis.

By MADELINE YANG
The Coronado News

The mayors of every single city in San Diego
County have sent a letter to Gov. Gavin Newsom
calling for him to declare a state of emergency
regarding the Tijuana sewage crisis.

The Republican and Democrat city leaders on
Sept. 14 requested immediate action to safeguard
their environments and the health and well-being of
the communities being affected by this catastrophe.

The letter calls for Newsom — who has called
upon President Biden to help address the crisis
— to immediately issue a state of emergency and
implement unrestricted use of the state’s enforce-
ment authority to compel federal action, draw
down federal funding, and show solidarity with
the 18 cities calling for a state of emergency.

The Coronado News reached out for comment
from the governor’s office but did not receive a re-
sponse.

Beaches in south San Diego have been closed
for 645 consecutive days as of Sept. 14, and Impe-
rial Beach Mayor Paloma Aguirre said that “recent
studies show alarmingly high levels of coastal pol-
lution impacting air quality.”

Not only is sewage flowing into the oceans of San
Diego where residents take a risk every time they
swim or surf, this issue is affecting the air they
breathe, she said.

The demand comes after one key federal official
said at least $300 million more is needed to fix the
aging South Bay International Wastewater Treat-
ment Plant near the U.S.-Mexico border.

And the pressure for change comes after The
Coronado News earlier this year published a five-
part series that examined decades of broken prom-
ises by U.S. and Mexican officials to end the con-
tinual sewage flow from rapidly growing Tijuana.
Further, the public health crisis continues to cause
widespread illnesses on both sides of the border,
including sickening U.S. Border Patrol Agents and
Navy SEALS, The Coronado News found.

“We have grave concerns that not only pathogens
are in the air, but also industrial chemicals and
other harmful pollutants. We need to immediately

= dline

Imperial Beach Mayor Paloma Aguirre stands with Coronado and Imperial Beach residents at a Sept. 1
"Stop the Sewage" rally. She and 17 other mayors have demanded Gov. Gavin Newsom declare a state

of emergency. Staff photo by Sofie Fransen.

‘Every day this crisis continues
shows a callous disregard for
the health and safety of the
environment and all impacted
residents, visitors, and workers.”

Imperial Beach Mayor Paloma Aguirre

stop the flow of toxic sewage into our communi-
ties, and we need state and federal assistance to do
that.” said Aguirre.

An estimated 6 million people visit the south

San Diego coast annually, and the 14-mile stretch
of coast impacted the most by the sewage crisis in-
cludes Imperial Beach and Coronado, Border Field
and Silver Strand State Beaches, the mayors said.

Not only does the effluvium impact the local com-
munities, it’s believed to have severe economic im-
pacts due to the tourist-dependent nature of the area.

Impacts to the real estate market, hospitality
industry, recreational programs, and local busi-
nesses are unknown, but estimates are in the tens
to hundreds of millions of dollars, according to a
news release from Imperial Beach.

“Every day this crisis continues shows a callous
disregard for the health and safety of the envi-
ronment and all impacted residents, visitors, and
workers,” Aguirre said.
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Key official: At least $300M more needed to fix sewage crisis

» Continued from Page 1

are members of Congress, according
to Coronado Mayor Richard Bailey.

Giner’s comments come amid a re-
cent “Stop the Sewage” rally in Corona-
do as well as a request for emergency
federal supplemental funds from Cali-
fornia’s U.S. Sens. Dianne Feinstein
and Alex Padilla and U.S. Rep. Scott
Peters. In addition, local and federal
officials have repeatedly called upon
Gov. Gavin Newsom and President Joe
Biden to declare states of emergencies
to kickstart construction projections
to stop the sewage flow.

The pressure for change comes af-
ter The Coronado News earlier this
year published a five-part series that
examined decades of broken promis-
es by U.S. and Mexican officials to end
the continual sewage flow from rap-
idly growing Tijuana. The effluvium
has polluted the ocean and shuttered
beaches in Coronado and Imperial
Beach, with the shores of Imperial
Beach being closed 644 consecutive
days as of Sept.13. Further, the public
health crisis continues to cause wide-
spread illnesses on both sides of the
border, including sickening U.S. Bor-
der Patrol Agents and Navy SEALS,
The Coronado News found.

Peters notes that $300 million was
secured under the United States-Mex-
ico-Canada Agreement in 2020, and
Mexico has pledged $144 million for
a myriad of construction projects. Yet,
he told The Coronado News that’s not
enough.

He and others in the California con-
gressional delegation are seeking $310
million more for the South Bay Inter-
national Wastewater Treatment Plant.

Peters noted that during a massive
storm caused by Hurricane Hilary in
late August, the treatment plant com-
pletely failed causing raw sewage to
rush onto streets and to seep into can-
yons and neighborhoods in San Diego
County. Further, Peters noted in a let-
ter seeking the funds that the plant’s
failure of the Hollister Street Pump
Station leaked more than 20.000 gal-
lons of sewage into the streets of Im-
perial Beach.

MaryAnne Pintar, the congress-
man’s chief of staff, told The Corona-
do News that members of Congress
were able to put together about an-
other $50 million primarily from a
program called the Border Water In-
frastructure Program to help.

However, even with the collective
$350 million or so in available fund-
ing, engineers at the South Bay Inter-
national Wastewater Treatment Plant
recently found there was a bigger
need for rehabilitation before mov-
ing forward with the expansion of the
plant, according to Pintar.

She said now is the time to be ask-
ing for more money “because we're
at the stage of the federal budget pro-
cess where legislators are considering
what's called emergency supplemental
appropriations...so we are trying to get
this as an emergency supplemental.”

Bailey, the Coronado mayor, has
also been advocating for the emer-
gency supplemental funding.

He said that during the past two
weeks, there has been a “full-court
press” with Peters, the governor’s of-
fice, Aguirre of Imperial Beach and
San Diego County Supervisor Nora
Vargas to lobby congressional leaders
for the money.

“We've also been making requests
of the five former SEALSs serving in
Congress to sign on to letters to se-
cure funding for the projects,” Bailey
said, noting to The Coronado News
that this is the single biggest politi-

IBWC Commissioner Dr. Maria-Elena Giner during the San Diego Regional Water Quality Control Board on Sept. 13.

Staff photos by Madeline Yang.

Imperial Beach Mayor Paloma Aguirre speaking during the San Diego
Regional Water Quality Control Board on Sept. 13.

cal push since a 2017 massive sewage
leak from Tijuana polluted San Diego-
area beaches.

If the additional $310 million is not
received, Giner, the IBWC commis-
sioner, said that leaders have a plan
to move forward - although she said
that strategy cannot be made publicly
available at this time.

However, Giner did provide exten-
sive updates on the functioning of the
treatment plant since Hurricane Hil-
ary touched down as a tropical storm
in San Diego last month.

She said excess sewage flows clogged
screens used to catch trash from the
Tijuana River that flows into the U.S.,
and the constant sewage flow “actu-
ally wore out three of our six pumps
before Hilary. Now, post-Hilary, we
only have two of our pumps working.”

The treatment plant currently has
the capacity to treat 25 million gallons
per day (MGD) of wastewater, and part
of the expansion of the plant includes
being able to treat up to 50 MGD with
a peaking capacity of 75 MGD.

With Hurricane Hilary, excessive
inflows exceeded the capacity of the
treatment plant by 100% for six hours
and by 320% or 80 million gallons dai-
ly for six hours from Aug. 20 to Aug.
21, according to Giner.

This caused eight feet of flooding,
covering the pumps and flooding the
electrical system.

So, in addition to the rehabilitation
that already has to happen, Giner said
that the plant is in recovery mode,
and $8 million has been released for
recovery costs.

“Most of it has to do with cleaning
it, redoing our electrical stations, re-
placing our pumps,” Giner said.

And according to IBWC official Ma-

rio Castro, recovery is already being
made at the Hollister Street Pump
Station as officials have ordered a re-
placement pump, expecting it to be
operational within the next 30 days.

“With this new pump, we expect
transboundary flows at Goats Can-
yon and Smuggler’s Gulch to be sig-
nificantly reduced if not eliminated,”
Castro said in an email obtained by
the Coronado News.

Goats Canyon and Smuggler’s Gulch
are canyon collectors, conveyance
structures used to capture and divert
dry weather transboundary flows oc-
curring in the canyons on the United
States/Mexico border to the treat-
ment plant.

However, in preparation for anoth-
er possible storm, the IBWC identified
a need for an additional $32 million.

Giner said when everything is add-
ed up, the total cost to fix the problem
hovers around $1 billion, a similar to-
tal other officials told The Coronado
News in early June.

“What we really need is money and
compliance,” said Celeste Canto, chair
of the San Diego Regional Water Quali-
ty Control Board, referring to the feder-
al government maintaining the plant.

Giner ended her presentation on
Sept. 13 by providing an update on
Minute 328, a U.S.-Mexico agreement
signed in the summer of 2022 that
lays out a package of sanitation proj-
ects in San Diego and Tijuana.

She said Mexican officials have re-
ported the new San Antonio de los Bue-
nos Wastewater Treatment Plant will
go out to bid in 2023, with various sew-
er line and pump station projects also
in various stages of implementation.

San Diego Regional Water Quality
Control Board Executive Officer Da-

vid Gibson said there is one more im-
portant point of conversation to the
treatment of wastewater coming from
Tijuana.

“Replacing San Antonio de los Bue-
nos is a very important commitment
from Mexico; increasing the size of
the international treatment plant -
also critical. But there’s a third leg
of the triangle which is the (Tijuana)
river diversion and treatment system
that was proposed in which the water
board and local agencies have long
advocated for,” Gibson said.

That project involves constructing
a new Tijuana River diversion system
to intercept river water and route it to
a new Advanced Primary Treatment
Plant at the treatment plant, accord-
ing to a federal report.

“Without that third component, the
other two catch us up to where we
needed to be 10 years ago, and doesn'’t
foresee and forecast the future growth
in Tijuana and the flows in the river
that need to be treated,” Gibson said.

Aguirre, the Imperial Beach mayor,
expressed her dissatisfaction with
the treatment plant during the public
comment period on Sept. 13, and she
pushed for the river diversion.

“How did the Water Board and EPA
drop the ball so monumentally on the
failures of the IBWC plant, the second
largest wastewater plant in the coun-
ty?” Aguirre said.

She noted that the Tijuana River is
the most polluted river in California
and should be the highest priority to
get fixed.

“We need treatment for the Tijuana
River. We want the Tijuana River to be
diverted,” Aguirre said.

General Director of Proyecto Fron-
terizo de Educacién Ambiental Mar-
garita Diaz followed Aguirre’s com-
ments, bringing a voice from Tijuana.

“It's amazing the condition that it’s
in right now, and the amount of mon-
ey that is needed to rehabilitate and
how it’s not working. Because on the
Mexican side, we are reliant on the
U.S. side about this treatment plant...
and it was going to be built in the U.S.
because they comply with the laws,
and they have more budget and they
will be in a better place in the U.S. to
work,” Diaz said. “And we’re seeing
several years later that it’s not.”

Aguirre said she appreciates the call
for more money, but more needs to be
done from the governor and president.

“I continue to call on Gov. Newsom
and President Biden to declare a state of
emergency...so that we can finally have
a fix for this community,” Aguirre said.

California lawsuit says oil giants deceived public on climate

Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — The state of Cali-
fornia filed a lawsuit against some of
the world’s largest oil and gas com-
panies, claiming they deceived the
public about the risks of fossil fu-
els now faulted for climate change-
related storms and wildfires that
caused billions of dollars in damage,
officials said Saturday.

The civil lawsuit filed in state Su-
perior Court in San Francisco also
seeks creation of a fund — financed
by the companies — to pay for re-
covery efforts following devastating
storms and fires.

Democratic Gov. Gavin Newsom
said in a statement the companies
named in the lawsuit — Exxon Mobil,
Shell, Chevron, ConocoPhillips and
BP — should be held accountable.

“For more than 50 years, Big Oil has
been lying to us — covering up the fact
that they’'ve long known how danger-
ous the fossil fuels they produce are
for our planet,” Newsom said. “Califor-
nia taxpayers shouldn't have to foot the
bill for billions of dollars in damages
— wildfires wiping out entire commu-
nities, toxic smoke clogging our air,
deadly heat waves, record-breaking
droughts parching our wells.”

The American Petroleum Institute, an

industry group also named in the law-
suit, said climate policy should be de-
bated in Congress, not the courtroom.

“This ongoing, coordinated cam-
paign to wage meritless, politicized
lawsuits against a foundational Ameri-
can industry and its workers is noth-
ing more than a distraction from im-
portant national conversations and an
enormous waste of California taxpayer
resources,’ institute senior vice presi-
dent Ryan Meyers said in a statement.

That was echoed in a statement
from Shell.

“Addressing climate change re-
quires a collaborative, society-wide
approach,” the energy giant said. “We

agree that action is needed now on
climate change, and we fully support
the need for society to transition to a
lower-carbon future.”

California’s legal action joins simi-
lar lawsuits filed by states and munic-
ipalities in recent years.

“California’s suit adds to the grow-
ing momentum to hold Big Oil ac-
countable for its decades of decep-
tion, and secure access to justice for
people and communities suffering
from fossil-fueled extreme weather
and slow onset disasters such as sea
level rise,” Kathy Mulvey of the Union
of Concerned Scientists said in an
email.
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By JULIETA SOTO
The Coronado News

The Coronado Unified School Dis-
trict’s leadership will work along-
side a student committee to get
input and advice from middle and
high school students.

Superintendent Karl Mueller on
Sept. 14 announced a commitment to
continue finding creative ways to lis-
ten to students with the first Student
Advisory Council (SAC). While stu-
dents from seventh to 12th-grade are
expected to collaborate with the gov-
erning board, they will not be includ-
ed in decision-making for the district.

“We'll take a look at our Long
Range Plan, we’ll discuss what’s hap-
pening in the Portrait of a Graduate
work, we’ll talk about budget poli-
cies, student safety, campus climate
and culture,” Mueller said.

The SAC will provide updates to the
governing board on their efforts fol-
lowing monthly two-hour meetings.
Students will convene across different
campuses beginning with a mandato-
ry orientation on Sept. 20, with a year-
end ceremony set for May 15, 2024.

“This committee will discuss and
explore our individual student expe-
riences, but also things that are hap-
pening locally and also across the
state of California,” said Mueller.

With more than 60 applicants, the
board decided to create two SACs
that include Coronado Middle School
seventh- and eighth-grade represen-
tatives and about three dozen Coro-
nado High School students.

The group’s first meeting on Sept.
20 will focus on goal setting, said
Mueller.

In response to questions posed by
the board’s student representative Wy-

CORONADO

Coronado schools welcome voice
of students on district matters

Coronado Unified District Office. Staff photo by Julieta Soto.

att Riebe, who will be part of the SAC,
Mueller said an overarching goal is to
“create a safe space for our students to
express their view, their interests, and
to help guide the work that we’re going
to engage in” to learn how recent ini-
tiatives have impacted CUSD students.
“We built these rosters, especially
grades nine, 10, and 11 with the hope
that we would have some continuity,
so next year people could serve with-
in the council for a second year; build
that capacity, provide some agency
within those individual students to
have their voice and then to exercise
some leadership on their campus,”
said Mueller. “We’ll see how this year
goes and consider if we can build this
down to our elementaries.”
According to Mueller, other goals
for the SAC include review of curric-
ulum and the course of study, in ad-
dition to opportunities to solicit ad-
ditional input from the student body.
During public comment, the board
heard from three parents regarding
their concerns about goal setting in
regard to low academic test scores
and rankings, class continuity com-

plications in the 4 x 4 block schedule
system, and a request for discussion
on parental notification rights.

In other matters:

« During a report by ACT President
Jennifer Landry, teachers in the dis-
trict working to obtain new degrees
and certifications were recognized.

* Regarding staffing, Mueller an-
nounced that Human Resources
would reach out to the more than 100
parents who completed fingerprinting
and signed up to volunteer in the dis-
trict for employment opportunities.

« The board approved to adopt the
2022-23 unaudited actuals SACS fi-
nancial report following a presenta-
tion by Deputy Superintendent Don-
nie Salamanca, who reviewed budget
projections through 2027-28. Sala-
manca encouraged interested com-
munity members to attend a Budget
Study Committee meeting at 3:30
p-m. in the boardroom on Sept. 27.

The next Regular Board Meeting
will take place at 4 p.m. on Oct. 19, at
the District Office.

Theatre
presents
“Jane,” a
ghost story

Coronado News staff

Lamb’s Players Theatre will
present “Jane,” David McFadz-
ean’s thrilling adaptation of
Charlotte Bronté’s masterpiece,
“Jayne Eyre.”

The show, set to the music of
the 1920s, will run from Sept. 30
to Nov. 12, and it’s directed by
Robert Smyth.

“Jane Eyre” changed English
literature with its first-person
narration and strong female
character.

The show features Sam Ash-
down, Sandy Campbell, Manny
Fernandes, Cynthia Gerber,
Caitie Grady, Natasha Harris,
Jordan Miller, Lizzie Morse,
Deborah Gilmour Smyth and
Eddie Yaroch

Shows will be 2 and 7 p.m. on
Wednesdays, 7 p.m. on Thurs-
days and Fridays, 2 and 7 p.m.
on Saturdays and 2 p.m. on
Sunday.

Tickets range from $28 to $82,
depending on the day of the
week and the theatre’s seating
section. Discounts are available
for Seniors (66+) and Veterans.
Half-price tickets are available
for Active Duty Military, Youth
(ages 5 - 17), and Young Adults
(18 - 34) that join the theatre’s
free <35 Club.

Lamb’s Players Theatre is lo-
cated at 1142 Orange Avenue.
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FILE - San Diego Padres owner Peter Seidler speaks during an induction
of the Padres Hall of Fame on July 28 in San Diego. Seidler underwent an
unspecified medical procedure last month and "am now on the road to
recovery," he said in a statement posted Monday on the team's account on
X, formerly known as Twitter. AP Photo/Gregory Bull,File

Padres owner has medical
procedure, won't be at the

ballpark again this season

Associated Press

SAN DIEGO — San Diego Padres own-
er Peter Seidler underwent an unspeci-
fied medical procedure last month and
“am now on the road to recovery,” he
said in a statement posted Monday
morning on the team’s account on X,
formerly known as Twitter.

Seidler is a two-time cancer sur-
vivor. The team said it wasn't able to
provide further details at the family’s
request.

“I am grateful for the medical care
I have received and the loving sup-
port of my family,” Seidler said in the
statement. “Although I can'’t be at the
ballpark for our remaining games
this season, I am watching them all,
and I look forward to making some
noise together again in 2024 and cel-
ebrating the 20th anniversary of our
beautiful ballpark.”

Seidler is a third-generation mem-
ber of the O’'Malley family that used
to own the Los Angeles Dodgers. He
was part of a group that purchased
the Padres in 2012 and bought out

Ron Fowler’s majority stake in No-
vember 2020.

It was with Seidler’s blessing that
the Padres boosted their payroll to
around $250 million, third-highest
in the majors, after making a stirring
run to the NL Championship Series
last fall.

They signed free agent shortstop
Xander Bogaerts to a $280 million, 11-
year deal, and gave Manny Machado a
$350 million, 11-year deal even though
the third baseman had said he intend-
ed to exercise the opt-out clause in his
old deal at the end of this season.

Despite a superstar-laden lineup
that also includes Juan Soto and Fer-
nando Tatis Jr., the Padres have been
a major disappointment after com-
ing into the season with World Se-
ries aspirations. They are six games
under .500 and six games back in the
race for the NL's third wild card spot,
with five games ahead of them. They
have been under .500 since mid-May.
It took them until Sunday to become
the final team in the majors this year
to win four straight games.

Netanyahu talks to Elon Musk
in California about antisemitism
on X and artificial intelligence

Associated Press

SAN JOSE — Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu kicked off a U.S.
trip in California to talk to billionaire
businessman Elon Musk about an-
tisemitism on his social media plat-
form X — while Musk asked him to
address his judicial overhaul in Israel.

The two also discussed artificial
intelligence in a sparsely attended
livestream event on Sept. 18.

Netanyahu's high-profile visit to the
San Francisco Bay Area comes at a
time when Musk is facing accusations
of tolerating antisemitic messages on
his social media platform, while Ne-
tanyahu is confronting political oppo-
sition at home and abroad. Protesters
gathered early Monday outside the
Fremont, California, factory where
Tesla makes its cars.

The official agenda was to consider
artificial intelligence, with Netan-
yahu and the Tesla CEO mostly in
agreement on the need to weigh the
technology’s benefits against its so-
cietal risks. Netanyahu said control-
ling more-advanced AI must start by
getting like-minded states to agree
to a code of ethics and conduct to
foster the technology and “curb the
curses.” But he said there will still be
a need to “police the planet” against
rogue actors.

The freestyle conversation, which
included jokes from both men, soon
turned to free speech and antisemi-
tism, with Netanyahu telling Musk he
hopes that within the confines of the
First Amendment he can find a way
to roll back antisemitism and other
forms of hatred on his social media
platform.
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Imagine making data brokers erase your info

Californians may soon live the
dream under the Delete Act,
which would establish a “one
stop shop” where individuals
could order hundreds of data
brokers registered in the state
to delete their personal data.

Associated Press

SAN FRANCISCO — You may not
know it, but thousands of often shad-
owy companies routinely traffic in
personal data you probably never
agreed to share — everything from
your real-time location information
to private financial details. Even if
you could identify these data bro-
kers, there isn't much you can do
about their activities, even in Califor-
nia, which has some of the strongest
digital privacy laws in the U.S.

That’s on the verge of changing.
Both houses of the California state
legislature have passed the Delete
Act, which would establish a “one
stop shop” where individuals could
order hundreds of data brokers reg-
istered in the state to delete their
personal data — and to cease acquir-
ing and selling it in the future — with
a single request.

The Delete Act isn't law yet; it still
needs to pass a second vote in the
state Senate, after which its fate is up
to Gov. Gavin Newsom, a Democrat
who hasn’t said whether he’ll sign
it. But if enacted, its impact could
extend well beyond state lines given
California’s history of setting trends
of this sort.

Here’s what you need to know.

While California law already gives
individuals the right to request data
deletion, doing so currently require
making separate requests to hun-
dreds of data brokers registered
in the state, many with their own
unique requirements for drafting and
handling such requests. Even then,
nothing stops these companies from
simply reacquiring that data once
they delete it.

The Delete Act would require the
state’s new privacy office, the Califor-
nia Privacy Protection Agency, to set
up a website where consumers can
verify their identity and then make a
single request to delete their personal
data held by data brokers and to opt
out of future tracking. Proponents
call it a “do not track” signal similar
to the “do not call” list for telemarket-
ers maintained by the Federal Trade
Commission.

California already regulates data
brokers, but the Delete Act would
strengthen those provisions by re-
quiring the companies to disclose
more information about the data they
collect on consumers and beefing up
the state’s enforcement mechanisms.

The Electronic Privacy Information
Center, a Washington, D.C., nonprofit
focused on bolstering the right to pri-
vacy, defines data brokers as compa-
nies that collect and categorize per-
sonal information, usually to build
profiles on millions of Americans that
the companies can then rent, sell or
use to provide services. The data they

FILE - Members of the California state Assembly meet, below, at the Capitol in Sacramento on June 20, 2022.
California, which already has some of the strongest digital privacy laws in the U.S., is on the verge of handing
consumers a major new tool to combat the sale and secret use of personal information they may never have
agreed to share. Both houses of the state legislature have passed the Delete Act, which would establish a “one stop
shop” where individuals could order hundreds of often shadowy data brokers to delete information such as their
location history and financial details. AP Photos/Rich Pedroncelli, File

collect, per EPIC, can include: “names,
addresses, telephone numbers, email
addresses, gender, age, marital status,
children, education, profession, in-
come, political preferences, and cars
and real estate owned.”

That’s not to mention “information
on an individual’s purchases, where
they shop, and how they pay for their
purchases,” plus “health information,
the sites we visit online, and the ad-
vertisements we click on. And thanks
to the proliferation of smartphones
and wearables, data brokers collect
and sell real-time location data.”

Privacy advocates have warned for
years that location and seemingly non-
specific personal data — often collect-
ed by advertisers and amassed and sold
by brokers — can be used to identify
individuals. They also charge that the
data often isn’t well secured and that
the brokers aren’t covered by laws that
require the clear consent of the person

being tracked. They’ve argued for both
legal and technical protections so that
consumers can push back.

Data brokers say they get a bad rap
for serving a vital need. The presi-
dent of the Consumer Data Industry
Association, which describes itself
as “the voice of the consumer report-
ing industry,” called the Delete Act
“severely flawed” and warned in a
Wednesday release that it could lead
to unintended consequences by un-
dermining consumer fraud protec-
tions, hurting the competitiveness
of small businesses and entrenching
big platforms such as Facebook and
Google that collect vast amounts of
consumer data but don’t sell it.

That CDIA official, Dan Smith, also
argued that the heart of the bill —
the one-stop data deletion program
— could potentially allow malicious
outsiders to impersonate consumers
and delete their data without permis-

sion, although he didn'’t explain what
a third party might have to gain by
deleting a consumer’s data without
permission. (The Delete Act specifi-
cally exempts credit reporting agen-
cies such as Experian, Equifax and
TransUnion, whose reports are often
required for big-ticket consumer pur-
chases such as homes or cars.)

The CDIA did not immediately re-
ply to a request for clarification.

In other respects, though, the infor-
mation collected by these companies
can be startlingly easy to abuse. The
general lack of U.S. restrictions on what
brokers can do with the vast amount of
data they collect means there’s aren’t
many legal protections to prevent out-
siders from spying on politicians, ce-
lebrities and just about anyone that’s a
target of idle curiosity — or malice.

Back in mid-2021, for instance, the
U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops
announced the resignation of its top
administrative official, Monsignor
Jeffrey Burrill, ahead of a report by
the Catholic news outlet The Pillar
that probed his private romantic life.
The Pillar said it obtained “commer-
cially available” location data from a
vendor it didn't name that it “corre-
lated” to Burrill’s phone to determine
that he had visited gay bars and pri-
vate residences while using Grindr, a
dating app popular with gay people.

The Pillar alleged “serial sexual
misconduct” by Burrill, as homo-
sexual activity is considered sinful
under Catholic doctrine and priests
are expected to remain celibate. Fol-
lowing an extended leave, Burrill has
since resumed his ministry in the
small town of West Salem, Wiscon-
sin, according to the Catholic News
Service.

Walmart CEO says pricier groceries are here to stay

Coronado News wire service

If your trips to the grocery store
lately have you shaking your head
over how much more expensive
things are than they used to be, no
one could blame you — food prices
are up 10.9% from just a year ago, ac-
cording to the Bureau of Labor Sta-
tistics most recent Consumer Price
Index.

Folks looking to cut costs often
head to Walmart to do their shop-
ping, as the chain is known for its
low pricing.

However, Walmart CEO Doug Mc-
Millon shared some unfortunate
news on the topic during Goldman
Sachs’ Global Retailing Conference
on Sept. 12.

According to McMillon, the grocery
prices of two years ago are not com-
ing back.

“Inflation and higher prices are
kind of with us. We'll see disinflation,
but not all the way back to deflation
... certainly not in the short term,” he
said.

‘Inflation and
higher prices are
kind of with us. We'll
see disinflation,

but not all the way
back to deflation ...
certainly not in the
short term.”

Walmart CEO Doug McMillon

McMillon said that despite this,
consumer spending has not taken the
dip he thought could be coming.

“In the U.S. things are better than I
would have expected them to be when
we started the year,” he said. “I was
concerned about the amount of in-
flation in categories like dry grocery,

|

Walmart CEO Doug McMillon said the grocery prices of two years ago are
not coming back. Photo from Coronado News wire service

consumables [and] how that would
impact discretionary purchases.”
While paying more for groceries is
a new reality most consumers won'’t
feel too hot about, there is one silver

lining for Walmart shoppers.

“Walmart’s prices will likely be
slightly lower in 2024 than this year
but higher than two years ago,” Mc-
Millon said.
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Coronado librarian Tara Davies leads local environmental efforts

» Continued from Page 1

new things and water the garden dur-
ing a full day of management.

“lI know that not everyone who
works in the garden is going to be a
marine biologist, or...study soil and
be a geologist, but if I can just foster
that interest...care or passion or em-
pathy for the natural world and our
environment, things that are not hu-
man and technological, I think it’s
worthwhile,” she said.

After completing a Master Com-
poster course with the Living Coast
Discovery Center in Chula Vista with
additional hours of related volun-
teer service in 2013, Davies has since
shared her passion by helping differ-
ent community gardens throughout
San Diego.

“I've always liked gardening,” said
Davies about her Master Composter
title. “Through that training, I just
kind of found a little niche and some-
thing that I'm passionate about, and
wanted to share sustainable practices
with the larger community.”

Meanwhile, in her seventh year as
a full-time librarian, Davies fulfills
her role as the library’s composting
educator in partnership with local
environmental organization Emer-
ald Keepers.

As Environmental Librarian, Da-
vies runs the Seed Library in Coro-
nado, a free community resource for
patrons to plant, grow and harvest
native plant seeds, flowers and veg-
etables from a variety of 12 seed op-
tions, provided by the city and local
organizations across San Diego.

Davies said she considers compost-
ing a beneficial and an actionable
step of gardening to help fight climate
change and improve the local envi-
ronment. And, she’s teaching these
sustainable practices in Coronado.

“I found out about Emerald Keep-
ers, and we were just natural part-
ners,” added Davies, who is also an
Emerald Keepers Board Member.

According to their website, the en-
vironmental organization’s “mission
is to educate the community to de-
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Tara Davies (center) learns she will be Emerald Keeper of the month beside CHS Emerald Keepers Club members in

2022. Photo courtesy of Davies.

‘I've always liked gardening. Through that training,
| just kind of found a little niche and something
that I'm passionate about, and wanted to share
sustainable practices with the larger community.”

Tara Davies, librarian

velop and celebrate more sustainable
practices and strive to be a model
city for the health of our oceans, our
beach community, and the world.”

Last year, the organization high-
lighted Davies’ environmental work
by naming her Emerald Keeper of the
Month in February.

“I was really proud and grateful to
be recognized by them,” said Davies.
“They’re a really great organization,

and so I'm proud to partner with
them with the work that I do.”

Emerald Keepers President Amy
Steward said that the environmental
organization is proud to partner with
the Coronado Public Library.

“Tara’s love for middle and high
school students and passion for the
environment has made the joint Em-
erald Keepers and Library gardens a
huge success,” Steward said.

In addition, Davies’ ongoing efforts
to provide students an opportunity to
pursue their interest in horticultural
knowledge have allowed Coronado
Emerald Keepers clubs in partner-
ship with the Rotarians to provide the
Imperial Beach Food Pantry with har-
vested food from both gardens.

According to Davies, the donations
occur once a month with an average
of 5 to 10 pounds of produce.

The last delivery was Aug. 19, which
included a variety of kale, potatoes, to-
matoes as well as other seasonal crops.

“'m hopeful that we’re teaching
skills and fostering interests that will
serve them [students] and our envi-
ronment throughout their lives,” said
Davies. “It furthers the library’s mis-
sion of lifelong education and foster-
ing community connection.”

Introducing the lightest folding
power chair in the world

The Journey Air Elite features the latest carbon fiber technology
for the ultimate in portability and performance

Mobility issues affect over
1in 5 Americans. These
individuals, and their loved
ones, know how decreased
mobility can result in loss
of independence, pain

and falling hazards. They

are often stuck at home, missing out on

NEW

ONLY 26

POUNDS!

DELICIOUS BRUNCH
NOW OFFERED AT
THIS ‘50 YEAR OLD’
ISLAND GEM!

brunch noun

( 'bronch )

a variety of activities, in a vicious cycle
that diminishes their quality of life. In the
past, mobility devices like scooters and
power chairs were too heavy and bulky to

:a meal usually taken late in the morning that

combines a late breakfast and an early lunch.

Also defined as: An excuse to have breakfast at 11 am;

transport easily. Now, carbon fiber material
invented for the aerospace program has
been used to create the ultimate mobility
device. It’s called the Journey Air Elite ...
and there’s nothing else like it on earth.

a reason to look chic on Saturday or Sunday morning;
the reason the Mimosa’s exist.

At only 26 pounds, the Journey Air Elite
combines lightweight portability with world
class performance. It’s simple to use joystick
and powerful dual-motor drive system
enables you to zip around quickly and safely.
It’s easy to maneuver, never tips, fits easily
through doorways, and can go right up to

a table or desk. Once you are done, just one
pull on the seat handle folds it up. There’s

a fold-down back to make it even easier to
stow and store.
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Folds flat in seconds

It features flat-free tires and rear anti-tippers
for added convenience and safety.

Just imagine how this chair can improve your life and make it easier for
loved ones and caregivers to accompany you to activities and events you
would have missed in the past. Don’t spend another day stuck at home. Call
today, and a helpful, knowledgeable consultant will help you get a Journey
Air Elite of your very own. Don’t wait - call now!

9)ioyrney

Call toll-free now

855-243-9383

ase mention code 601648 when ordering.

Chez Loma is now offering brunch service every Saturday and Sunday
from 9:00 am to 1:30 pm. Our brunch dining space on the second floor
is designed with sophistication and style in mind, featuring an abundance

of natural light and a refined, white linen classic ambiance.

Our brunch menu is Céll'Clel]y curutcd \Nifh TO ChCCk out our menu or nI(lkC a reservation

the finest ingredients and flavors to bring you for our brunch service, we invite you to

a memorable and satisfying dining experience visit our website at Chezloma.net or use
at a great value. From classic breakfast dishes OpenTable. Thank you for considering
to innovative seasonal creation. Our bar will Chez Loma for your brunch pl:ms. We look

1’)@ OpL’l’l as \VCH ﬂl’ld Wlll feature SpCCiﬂlEy ﬁ)l‘WﬂT({ to Welcoming you Cll’ld your ngCSES to

enjoying life never gets old™ cockrails for you to enjoy. Our menu truly our establishment and providing you with a
° - offers something for everyone to enjoy. truly outstanding brunch experience.
éd) journey = S
HEALTH & LIFESTYLE L4 ome See Us!

The Chez Loma Team

Journey Air Elite is a personal electric vehicle and is not a medical device nor wheelchair. It is not intended
for medical purposes to provide mobility to persons restricted to a sitting position. Journey Air Elite is not
covered by Medicare nor Medicaid. © 2023 Journey Health and Lifestyle
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Navy vet got unexpected help while jailed in
Iran. Once he was released, he repaid the favor

Associated Press

—

WASHINGTON — Michael White
had only recently arrived in a grim
Iranian jail when a curious fellow
prisoner, an English-speaking Irani-
an, approached him in the courtyard
for a conversation.

The American did not reveal much
at first, but it was the beginning of an
unlikely friendship between White,
a Navy veteran imprisoned on spy-
ing charges he says were unfounded,
and Mahdi Vatankhah, a young Ira-
nian political activist whose posi-
tions on social issues had drawn his
government’s ire.

As the men connected behind bars
over a shared interest in politics and
human rights, they developed a bond
that proved vital for both.

Vatankhah, while in custody and
after his release, helped White by
providing White’s mother with cru-
cial, firsthand accounts about her
son’s status in prison and by pass-
ing along letters White had written

while he was locked up.

Once freed, White did not for-
get. He pushed successfully for
Vatankhah’s admission to the United
States, allowing the men to be re-
united last spring inside a Los Ange-
les airport, something neither could
have envisioned when they first met
in prison years earlier.

“He risked his life to get the infor-
mation out for me when I was in the
prison in Iran. He really, really did,”
White said in an interview alongside
Vatankhah. “I told him I would do
everything I could in my power to
get him here because I felt, one, that
would be for his safety in his own life.
And also I felt he could be a great con-
tributing member of society here.”

This year, White received permis-
sion for Vatankhah to live temporarily
in the U.S. under a government pro-
gram known as humanitarian parole,
which allows people in for urgent hu-
manitarian reasons or if there is a sig-
nificant public benefit.

Vatankhah told AP he had dreamed
about coming to the U.S. ever since he
could remember. When he landed, “It
was like the best moment of my life.
My whole life changed.”

Vatankhah is now living in San Di-
ego, where White is from.

White, 50, a Southern California na-
tive who spent 13 years in the Navy, was
arrested in Iran in 2018 after traveling
to the country to pursue a romantic
relationship with a woman he met on-

line. He was jailed on various charges,
including espionage accusations that
he calls bogus, as well as allegations of
insulting Iran’s supreme leader.

He endured what he says was tor-
ture and sexual abuse, an ordeal he
documented in a handwritten diary
that he secretly maintained behind
bars, and was sentenced to 10 years in
prison in what the U.S. government
has said was a wrongful detention.

Vatankhah, now 24, said he had
been in and out of prison since he
was a teenager because of his involve-
ment in left-leaning causes and vocal
criticism of the Iranian government,
including through protests, social me-
dia posts and university newspaper
pieces. He met White in 2018 after one

Michael White, a Navy veteran
who was jailed in Iran for
several years on spying
charges, right, hugs Michael's
former fellow prisoner and
Iranian political activist Mahdi
Vatankhah on June 1 at the
Los Angeles International
Airport. Vatankhah, while in
custody and after his release,
helped White by providing
White's mother with crucial,
firsthand accounts about her
son's status in prison and by
passing along letters White
had written while he was
locked up. Once freed, White
pushed successfully this year
for Vatankhah's admission to
the United States, allowing the
men to be reunited last spring,
something neither could have
envisioned when they first
met in prison years earlier.

AP Photos/Jae C. Hong

such arrest when Vatankhah faced ac-
cusations of spreading propaganda
against Tehran’s government.

Though Vatankhah was later re-
leased, he was arrested again, this
time winding up in the same cell as
White in Iran’s Mashhad prison.

During the course of their friend-
ship, Vatankhah helped White navi-
gate his imprisonment and better
understand the judicial system,
functioning as an interpreter to help
him communicate with guards and
other inmates. In early 2020, while
Vatankhah was out on furlough, he
also became a vital conduit to the out-
side world for White.

Using contact information White
had given him, Vatankhah got in touch

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

ALL-NEW mobility technology

Introducing the world’s lightest mobility

scooter with anti-tip technology

The So Lite” Scooter is easy to transport
and almost impossible to tip over.

Like millions of older Americans, | struggle with mobility. For years, |
watched my quality of life slip away, as | was forced to stay home while friends
and family took part in activities I’d once enjoyed. | thought I'd made some
progress when | got a mobility scooter, but then | realized how hard it was to
transport. Taking it apart and putting it back together was like doing a jigsaw
puzzle. Once | had it disassembled, | had to try to put all of the pieces in the
trunk of a car, go to wherever | was going, and repeat the process in reverse.
Travel scooters were easier to transport, but they were uncomfortable and
scary to drive, | always felt like | was ready to tip over. Then | found the So
Lite™ Scooter. Now there’s nothing that can hold me back.

Years of work by innovative engineers have resulted in a scooter that’s
designed with seniors in mind. They created Electronic Stability Control (ESC)
that makes it virtually impossible to tip over. If you try to turn too quickly, the
scooter automatically slows down to prevent it from tipping over. The battery
provides powerful energy at a fraction of the weight of most batteries. With
its rugged yet lightweight aluminum frame, the So Lite™ Scooter is the most
portable scooter ever—but it can hold up to 275 pounds—yet weighs only 40.8
pounds without the battery! What’s more, it easily folds up for storage in a car
seat, trunk or even on an airplane. It folds in seconds without tools and is safe

NOW
available in red

« Latest “No-Tip”
Technology

Why a So Lite™Scooter is better:

« Folds and locks
in seconds

Exclusive Electronic Stability
Control helps prevent tipping

2 Carry-all bags
(a $38.90 value)

« Lightweight yet durable « Easier to operate

and reliable. Best of all, it’s designed with your safety in mind, from the newest
technology and superior craftsmanship. Why spend another day letting your
lack of mobility ruin your quality of life? Call now and find out how you can get
a So Lite™ Scooter of your very own.

journey

solite
Call now Toll-Free 855'242'0259

Please mention code 601624 when ordering.
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Iranian political activist Mahdi Vatankhah pauses for photos at the Los
Angeles International Airport in Los Angeles.

with Jonathan Franks, a consultant in
the U.S. for families of American hos-
tages and detainees who was work-
ing on White’s case and later helped
spearhead the humanitarian parole
process for Vatankhah. He also spoke
with White’s mother and smuggled
out letters White had written.

The detailed information about
White, his status and his health — he
suffered from cancer and COVID-19 in
prison — came at a crucial time, pro-
viding a proof-of-life of sorts at a time
of heightened tensions between the
U.S. and Iran due to a U.S. drone strike
that killed Iranian Gen. Qassem Solei-
mani, who led the Quds Force of the
paramilitary Revolutionary Guard.

White was released in a June 2020
prisoner swap, exchanged for an
American-Iranian physician impris-
oned in the U.S. for violating American
sanctions laws. Vatankhah, released
the same year, made his way to Turkey.

White argued in his March applica-
tion on Vatankhah’s behalf that his
friend met the criteria for humanitar-
ian parole because, despite having re-
located to Turkey, he was continuing
to face harassment on account of his
political viewpoints.

Vatankhah wrote in his own petition

that the situation was unsafe for him in
Turkey. He noted that Turkish police
had raided his home and that he re-
mained at risk of deportation to Iran.

Paris Etemadi Scott, a California
lawyer who has worked with White
and Vatankhah and filed the hu-
manitarian parole application on the
Iranian’s behalf, said Vatankhah'’s as-
sistance to an American — a veteran,
no less — enhanced the legitimacy
and urgency of his petition because it
added to the potential that Vatankhah
could face imminent harm.

While many applicants do not
have significant supporting docu-
mentation, “Mahdi had this amaz-
ing amount of evidence to show that
he was in fact incarcerated over and
over again,” she said.

A State Department spokesman
said in a statement that the office of
the department’s special presidential
envoy for hostage affairs had worked
hard to secure White’s release in 2020,
and after learning of Vatankhah’s
case, “worked hand-in-hand with
multiple partners in the U.S. govern-
ment,” including the White House
National Security Council and De-
partment of Homeland Security, to
ensure his arrival in the U.S.

Wikoff relieves Whitesell to
become acting Commander

DVIDS

Rear Adm. George Wikoff re-
lieved Vice Adm. Kenneth Whi-
tesell to become the acting Com-
mander, Naval Air Forces and
Commander, Naval Air Force, U.S.
Pacific Fleet, during a change of
charge ceremony on Naval Air Sta-
tion North Island on Sept. 7.

“It has been my honor to serve
among the men and women who
give Naval Aviation its reputa-
tion of excellence, professional-
ism, and quality,” said Whitesell.
“Our community’s legacy, and the
legacy of our greater Navy, contin-
ues with you. I'm proud of all that
we’ve done, and even more proud
of what’s to come.”

Whitesell served as the ninth
Commander, Naval Air Forces after
taking command in October 2020.

His time as ‘Air Boss’ saw many
milestones in Naval Aviation, in-
cluding the initial deployment of
the ‘Air Wing of the Future’ consist-
ing of the F-35C Lightning II, CMV-
22B Osprey, and MQ-8C Fire Scout.

Throughout the next decade, Na-
val Aviation is adding a number of
new platforms and capabilities to
the air wings, making forces more
lethal and survivable.

During his remarks, Whitesell
emphasized the importance of
“standing on the shoulders of gi-
ants,” referring to building off of
the accomplishments and legacies
of Naval Aviation history.

“Those who have gone before
us have carried a torch that lit the
way for us,” said Whitesell. “Now
it is more important than ever that
we carry the torch by getting ready
and staying ready to meet all chal-
lenges that face Naval Aviation.”

Whitesell simultaneously marked

Rear Admiral
George Wikoff

Vice Admiral
Kenneth
Whitesell

his retirement following 39 years of
distinguished Naval service.

Whitesell is a native of Stuarts
Draft, Virginia, and a 1983 graduate
of Old Dominion University with a
Bachelor of Science in Mechanical
Engineering. He received his com-
mission from Aviation Officer Can-
didate School in February 1985 and
earned his naval aviation wings in
October 1986, according to the Navy.

During the retirement portion
of the ceremony, he conveyed his
confidence in the future of Na-
val Aviation as he turned over to
Wikoff.

“To my Navy teammates, Vice
Adm. Whitesell’s priority remains
your order moving forward,” said
Wikoff. “Naval Aviation will con-
tinue to sharpen our focus on ca-
pabilities, capacity, readiness, and
training to sustain our warfighting
advantage against our increasingly
advanced adversaries. I will relent-
lessly focus on supporting you to
meet this imperative.”

Wikoff previously served as vice
director, Joint Staff, where he as-
sumed duties in May 2021.

Commander, Naval Air Forces
(CNAF) is the type commander for
Naval Aviation that oversees the
Navy’s aircraft wings, squadrons,
aircraft carriers, support facilities
and training commands.
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A member of the U.S. Navy Parachute Team, the Leap Frogs, performs a military free fall over Silver Strand Training Complex for the 2023 West Coast Naval
Special Warfare's Family Day event on Sept. 10. Naval Special Warfare is the nation’s elite maritime special operations force, uniquely positioned to extend
the Fleet’s reach and gain and maintain access for the Joint Force in competition and conflict. Photos by Petty Officer Ist Class Alex Smedegard, Naval Special

Warfare Group ONE.

2023 NSW Family Day at
Silver Strand Training Complex

The 2023 West Coast Naval Special Warfare Family Day took place on Sept.
10 at the Silver Strand Training Complex.

The event included the U.S. Navy Parachute Team (the Leap Frogs), a Navy
Special Warfare canine handler and comments from Rear Adm. Keith B. Da-
vids, commander, Naval Special Warfare Command. The event was to showcase
how Naval Special Warfare values the self-sacrifice and commitment of fami-
lies who support and empower its people.

Naval Special Warfare is the nation’s elite maritime special operations force,
uniquely positioned to extend the Fleet’s reach and gain and maintain access
for the Joint Force in competition and conflict, according to the Navy.

- DVIDS

A member of
the U.S. Navy
Parachute Team,
the Leap Frogs,
presents the
“Don’t Tread on
Me" flag during
a demonstration
jump.
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Senior Emily Wygal leads the
Coronado High volleyball team

By SOFIE FRANSEN
The Coronado News

A force on the volleyball court,
four-year varsity player Emily Wygal
is leading an Islanders’ team that’s
loaded with 11 returners.

She’s ranked No. 11 out of the top
50 players in the state for hitting per-
centage on the California High School
volleyball CIF statistical leaderboard,
with a .363 average percentage.

But her skills stretch far beyond the
court.

Wygal also is an academic force of
nature, simultaneously managing
Advanced Placement class home-
work with a packed volleyball sched-
ule. (AP gives students the chance to
tackle college-level work while still in
high school and earn college credit
and placement.)

And she’s no stranger to doing
homework on the road to games, or
maybe even having to “zoom” into an
AP tutoring session in the airport on
the way back from a tournament.

Her stacked AP class list of creden-
tials, both in the past and currently,
include AP Calculus (AB and BC), AP
statistics and AP physics, considered
the hardest AP course, according to
recent bestcolleges.com article.

“I have to get my homework
done and...volleyball’s almost like
the break,” Wygal said. “So instead
of going on Netflix or TikTok for a
break, it’s going to volleyball prac-
tice.”

But she loves the game and has
since the moment she first stepped
on a court in seventh grade.

Wygal was encouraged to try the
sport by her older sister, Allison, af-
ter having an affinity for a wide vari-

2010

Making a big impact without all the noise

d

Emily Wygal (14) celebrates with teammates during a Coronado High School
volleyball match earlier this season. Photo courtesy of Kelly Moore.

ety of extracurriculars—gymnastics,
ice skating, soccer, tennis, dance and
track.

Wygal and her sister, who gradu-
ated in 2022, played together on the
CHS volleyball team for two years.

“Emily had big shoes to fill when
her big sister Allison graduated,”’
Coach Adeile Ahmu said.

“She has definitely filled them and
more. She has evolved into a great
leader, kind human and absolute stel-
lar teammate.”

Wygal said one of her biggest goals
as a captain, a role she shares with
Emily Page and Sadie Proctor, is to
lead by example.

For instance, she makes sure she
is one of the first people to arrive at
practice to facilitate a “we’re all in this

together” mentality, she said.

And, she loves that good team
chemistry is an essential part of suc-
ceeding.

Volleyball specifically is a sport that
requires every single player’s con-
tribution to get to those 25 points re-
quired to win a match, Wygal said.

“You need those other people on
the court. So, you have to be close.
You have to know each other,” Wygal
said.

For the 2023 schedule, the team is
typically playing two games a week,
with practices the rest of the days and
occasional tournaments on the week-
ends.

The Islanders, after a slow start,
won six of their prior seven matches
as of Sept. 7, giving them a 9-7 record.

‘Emily has always
been a quiet force
on the court. lam
definitely going

to miss her when
she graduates.”

Coach Adeile Ahmu

During matches earlier this month
against Montgomery on Sept. 5, and
Olympian on Sept. 7, Wygal brought
a total of four aces and 17 kills be-
tween the two matches.

Ahmu coached Wygal in her first
season of volleyball in seventh grade
and said she is proud to be a part of
her legacy at Coronado High.

“Emily has always been a quiet
force on the court. I am definitely go-
ing to miss her when she graduates,”
Ahmu said.

Wygal consistently brings a com-
petitive drive, mental toughness and
knowledge of the game to the match-
es, according to Ahmu, while being
someone the younger classmates can
look to for advice when things aren’t
going well.

“She [is] someone who can make
a big impact without all the noise,”
Ahmu said. “We have big person-
alities on the team and she adds so
much balance.”

Stability is a key attribute that Wy-
gal brings to the team.

“What I try to bring to the team is
calmness, so still having energy, and
still being focused on the court,” Wy-
gal said.
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Shower Safely
and stay in the home you love!

Discover how a walk-in shower can help reduce the risk of
falling,giving you the freedom to enjoy your bathroom again.

Call Today 619-365-4816 and

receive exclusive savings.
Visit YourSafeStep.com today.

With purchase of a new Safe Step shower. Not applicable with any previous walk-in shower purchase.Offer available
while supplies last. No cash value. Must present offer at time of purchase. Financing available with approved credit.
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for limited time only

« Provides personal dignity,
privacy and independence
for the user and peace of
mind for a caregiver or loved
one

o Exclusive “arc” action
simulates the natural body
motion of sitting down and
standing up

Millions will benefit from this innovative bathroom technology...

“T've been able to go to the bath-
room by myself since I was three.
I'd rather not stop now.”

Keep your dignity AND your balance. Don’t wait... call now!

Journey Toilet Lift
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Easy To Install-Easy-to-use!
1. Remove old toilet seat & lid
2. Slide-in Journey Toilet Lift
3-6.Toilet Lift lowers and raises
you slowly and gently into a nat -
ural position. It also functions as
a normal toilet seat.

« Easy hand control and a
comfortable seat

o Its powerful, rechargeable
battery provides over 100 lift
cycles on a single charge
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Coronado’s freshmen girls won the
D2 title at the 43rd Annual Mt. Carmel/
Asics Cross Country Invitational on
Sept. 16 at Morley Field in Balboa Park.

The event was the final tuneup be-
fore league competition begins for
the Islanders, and the race attracted
around 100 schools and 2,700 runners
from around California.

There were 16 races by school size,
with D1 being the largest schools and
D2 being those with less enrollment.

Coach George Green said the chal-
lenging 3-mile course has rolling hills,
one very steep hill and a half-mile
down and up loop that’s run twice.

The best girls’ time for the Island-
ers was by Morgan Everitt in the
sophomore race with a seventh-place
finish in 20:53.

Not far back in the freshmen race
was Carly DeVore in seventh place
with 21:23, followed by Gwynne
Letcher, only 3 seconds back in ninth
with a time of 21:26. Coronado’s third
finisher was Maesan Everitt who

2010

Coronado freshmen girls take D2 title at invitational

clocked 22:49 in 15th place.

The last two across the line were
Nadia Roos and Edie Alicandri to fin-
ish the scoring.

The outstanding team performance
by the freshmen girls netted them the
D2 title.

For the boys, the best time came
from Rafael Roos, who placed 21st
in the senior boys race with a time
of 17:21, followed by Jack Shumaker
with 20:06.

The next best boys’ time was by
Nathan Ayan with a 20th place finish
in the sophomore race with a time of
18:05.

Coronado’s third best finish for the
boys’ was turned in by Jack Letcher
with a time of 18:14 for 32nd place in
the junior boys’ race.

Meanwhile, Xavier Marsh ran 19:28
for 28th place in the boys’ junior
race, followed by Tyler Horton with a
time of 20:31.

Submitted by Coach George Green.

Two of the top freshmen girls runners for Coronado in the foreground
at the Mt. Carmel/Asics Cross County Invitational on Sept. 16 were Carly

DeVore (L) and Gwynne Letcher (R).

The Islander girls cross county team won the D2 freshmen girls title at the
43rd Annual Mt. Carmel / Asics Cross Country Invitational on Sept. 16. L-R:
Carly DeVore, Gwynne Letcher, Maesan Everitt, Nadia Roos, Edie Alicandri
Photo by Amy DeVore.

Coronado cross country runners start the freshmen girls race. Wearing
green, from L-R, Carly DeVore, Nadia Roos and Gwynne Letcher take off at
the start of the girls race on Sept. 16. Photo courtesy of George Green.
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Featuring our Free Shower Package
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Call Today for Your Free Shower Package

' » P I Bt e
Now you can finally have all
of the soothing benefits of a
relaxing warm bath, or enjoy

a convenient refreshing shower
while seated or standing

with Safe Step Walk-In Tub’s
FREE Shower Package!

v First walk-in tub available with
a customizable shower

v Fixed rainfall shower head is
adjustable for your height and pivots
to offer a seated shower option

v High-quality tub complete
with a comprehensive lifetime
warranty on the entire tub

/ Top-of-the-line installation
and service, all included at one
low, affordable price

Now you can have the best of
both worlds—there isn’t a better,
more affordable walk-in tub!

FREE SHOWER
PACKAGE

PLUS $1500 OFF

FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY
Call Toll-Free 1-800-000-0000

— Awsafestep

www.BuySafeStep.com

E With purchase of a new Safe Step Wa/k ln Tub Nm app!/cab/e W/m
ny previous walk-in tub ase.

pre 3
No cash value. Musz presem affer at ume Df gurmase
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YOUR TAX PROBLEMIS HURTING
THE PEOPLE YOU LOVE
WE CAN MAKE IT STOP

b

AND LET US
NEGOTIATE WITH
THE IRS ON
STOP THE BLEEDING LA

AND STEP CLOSER

TO YOUR RESOLUTION:

We’ve helped thousands of individuals
resolve crushing tax problems and
shrink debt to a tiny fraction.

1,000+ 5-STA
REVIEWS!

Proven record of solving State &
IRS tax problems nationwide.

& Prevent or stop wage
garnishments

& Stop collections
& Remove tax penalties
& Release tax liens
& Resolve unfiled taxes

D

LEGAL TAX

DEFENSE

If you owe $10k or more in TAX DEBT call now!!
Call 10:30 am - 7:30 pm EST | 7:30 am - 4:30 pm PST

61 9 - 3 6 5 - 8 0 5 5 FREE CONSULTATION

Hablamos Espariol. We serve all 50 states.
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Meet the man behind Coronado Sports Report on YouTulbe

» Continued from Page 1

counting the score and keeping track
of the players statistics using a pro-
gram called sidelineHD.

Fledderjohn says his mom now
“texts the kids after every game.”

But quickly, it became more than
just his mother across the ocean or
in-laws an hour away who were tun-
ing in to watch.

Coronado parents or fans also
would begin watching if they couldn’t
make it to a game and would get noti-
fied through sidelineHD if their child
was up.

“It’s the software I use that allows
you to score sports...and it keeps play-
ers’ accounts,” Fledderjohn explains.
“Players can create their own account
and whenever there’s video clips of
them, it'll stay on their account.”

The site works as a sort of data base
for each player, accumulating their
highlights of each of the games Fled-
derjohn is at to revisit at any time.

And Fledderjohn makes it to every
game his children play, and more,
covering water polo when he can.

It seems like a perfect system, but it
didn’t always run so smoothly.

Having no background in cam-
era work or anything media related,
when Fledderjohn started he came
an hour before one of the baseball
games to try it.

He had talked to the coaches and
worked everything out with them,
and his set up was all ready to go.

But then came bad signals, cam-
era problems, software issues and a
plethora of other obstacles Fledder-
john had to work through over the
next month before he was able to
troubleshoot the various situations.

“The baseball field has no signal, a
lot of the gyms have no signal, so that
was stressful. Sometimes the stream
goes down - oh, it’s horrible, it’s so
bad. It's so nerve wracking because
everybody’s waiting for this game and
then it doesn’t start on time,” Fledder-
john says.

With no help or team, Fledderjohn
takes on all of the responsibility mul-

i '_‘1.-'1,; = |

Jason Fledderjohn with his son, Cable Fledderjohn, after a football game.

Photo provided by Jason Fledderjohn.

tiple times a week, but he said he is
happy to do it and looks forward to it
because he understands how special
it is for everyone involved to have
these clips to see.

“It’'s a great feeling because all the
parents, if they can’t make it to the
game, they can see their kids...and
all the kids, they love it,” Fledderjohn
says. “I have maybe two or three pic-
tures of my playing days in baseball
and football, and I wish I had more.”

And the players also love it because

Fledderjohn makes highlight reels of
the games, garnering attention on-
line and from potential college or pro
scouts.

“Scouts have come out from the
clips I'm sending on Twitter...and
we'll blow up a certain pitcher or
player and say ‘Hey, this guy is doing
great,” Fledderjohn says.

To add to everything Fledderjohn
provides, occasionally, he will work
with Kelly Moore, a friend he went
to Coronado High School with to take

The Coronado Sports Report
instagram page where Jason
Fledderjohn regularly posts

highlight reels of the games.

‘It's a great feeling
because all the parents,
if they can’t make it to
the game, they can see
their kids..and all the
kids, they love it.”

- Jason Fledderjohn

photos of the games.

Moore also has a daughter and son
who play sports at the high school
and will come to a few of the games to
shoot photos for the players and the
parents.

He regularly shoots 500 to 1,000
photos per game, and most recently
he attended the varsity volleyball
game on Sept. 7, coming out with
over 1000 photos.

Moore will go through and select
the best to upload to his site (sttsports.
com), ending with around a few hun-
dred final shots.

Together, Fledderjohn and Moore
provide these players with the memo-
ries they’ll keep for a lifetime.

“Now these kids can have video clips
and photos and everything they want,
so it'll be real good when they’re older
and they can show their kids and fam-
ily members,” Fledderjohn says.

“To you, it’s the perfect lift chair.
To me, it’s the best sleep chair
I’'ve ever had.”

The Invention of the Year

The world’s lightest and most portable mobility device

Once in a lifetime, a product comes along

Pictured is Luxurious & Lasting Miralux™.
Ask about our 5 Comfort Zone chair.

You can’t always lie down in bed and
sleep. Heartburn, cardiac problems,
hip or back aches - and dozens of
other ailments and worries. Those
are the nights you’d give anything
for a comfortable chair to sleep in:
one that reclines to exactly the right
degree, raises your feet and legs just
where you want them, supports your
head and shoulders properly, and
operates at the touch of a button.

Our Perfect Sleep Chair® does all
that and more. More than a chair
or recliner, it’s designed to provide
total comfort. Choose your preferred
heat and massage settings, for hours
of soothing relaxation. Reading or
watching TV? Our chair’s recline
technology allows you to pause the
chair in an infinite number of settings.
And best of all, it features a powerful
lift mechanism that tilts the entire
chair forward, making it easy to stand.
You’ll love the other benefits, too. It
helps with correct spinal alignment

REMOTE-CONTROLLED
EASILY SHIFTS FROM FLAT TO
A STAND-ASSIST POSITION

Now available in a variety
of colors, fabrics and sizes.

=/

Chestnut Light Gray Saddle  Chocolate
Genuine Italian Leather O Miralux™
classic beauty & style luxurious & lasting
Long Lasting DuraLux™  Burgundy Tan Chocolate Blue

stain & liquid repellent

MicroLux™ Microfiber
breathable & amazingly soft

— J. Fitzgerald, VA

OVER

100,000
SOLD

CHAIRS
IN ONE:
SLEEP/RECLINE/LIFT

and promotes back pressure relief, to

prevent back and muscle pain. The
overstuffed, oversized biscuit style
back and unique seat design will
cradle you in comfort. Generously
filled, wide armrests provide
enhanced arm support when sitting
or reclining. It even has a battery
backup in case of a power outage.

White glove delivery included in
shipping charge. Professionals will
deliver the chair to the exact spot in
your home where you want it, unpack
it, inspect it, test it, position it, and
even carry the packaging away!
You get your choice of Luxurious
and Lasting Miralux, Genuine Italian
Leather, stain and liquid repellent
Duralux with the classic leather look,
or plush MicroLux microfiber, all
handcrafted in a variety of colors to
fit any decor. Call now!

journey

erfect
sleep chair

855-242-1325

Please mention code 601616.

mobility | sleep | comfort | safety

enjoying life never gets old™ ') jou rney

Because each Perfect Sleep Chair is a made-to-order bedding product it
cannot be returned, but if it arrives damaged or defective, at our option
we will repair it or replace it. © 2022 Journey Health and Lifestyle.
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that truly moves people. Introducing the
future of battery-powered personal

transportation...

The Zinger.

Throughout the ages, there have
been many important advances in
mobility. Canes, walkers, rollators,
and scooters were created to help
people with mobility issues get around
and retain their independence. Lately,
however, there haven’t been any
new improvements to these existing
products or developments in this field.
Until now. Recently, an innovative
design engineer who’s developed
one of the world’s most popular
products created a completely new
breakthrough . .. a personal electric
vehicle. It’s called the Zinger, and
there is nothing out there quite like it.

“What my wife especially loves is
it gives her back feelings of safety
and independence which has given
a real boost to her confidence and
happiness! Thank You!”

-Kent C., California

The first thing you’ll notice about
the Zinger is its unique look. It
doesn’t look like a scooter. Its sleek,
lightweight yet durable frame is made
with aircraft grade aluminum so it
weighs only 47.2 Ibs. It features one-
touch folding and unfolding - when
folded it can be wheeled around
like a suitcase and fits easily into a

Now available in
a Joystick model

(Zoomer Chair)

Joystick can be mounted on the right or left side
for rider’s comfort

Available in

Green, Black and
Blue (shown) w

The Zinger folds to a mere 10 inches.

backseat or trunk. Then, there are
the steering levers. They enable the
Zinger to move forward, backward,
turn on a dime and even pull right up
to a table or desk. With its compact
yet powerful motor it can go up to

6 miles an hour and its rechargeable
battery can go up to 8 miles on a
single charge. With its low center

of gravity and inflatable tires it can
handle rugged terrain and is virtually
tip-proof. Think about it, you can take
your Zinger almost anywhere, so you
don’t have to let mobility issues rule
your life.

Why take our word for it? Call now,
and find out how you can get a Zinger
of your very own.

e journey

zinger

Call now and receive a utility basket
absolutely FREE with your order.

855-241-9679

Please mention code 601449 when ordering

mobility | sleep | comfort | safety

enjoying life never gets old™ ‘) jou rney

The Zinger and Zoomer Chairs are personal electric vehicles and are not medical devices

nor wheelchairs. They are not intended for medical purposes to provide mobility to
persons restricted to a sitting position. They are not covered by Medicare nor Medicaid.

© 2022 Journey Health and Lifestyle
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Olivia Rodrigo announces 2024 arena world tour

Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — Olivia Rodrigo is
going on tour, and she’s bringing the
next generation of pop talent — as
well as a beloved '90s alt-rock band
— with her.

In 2024, Rodrigo will be joined by
funk-and-soul up-and-comer Remi
Wolf, dark pop princess Chappell
Roan, song of the summer contend-
er PinkPantheress and perhaps most
surprisingly, the Breeders (fronted
by the Pixies’ Kim Deal), across a 57-
date run.

The tour announcement Sept. 13
follows the release last week of Ro-
drigo’s highly anticipated and criti-
cally celebrated sophomore album,
“GUTS.” It also comes a day after she
performed at the MTV Video Music
Awards.

The GUTS World Tour, Rodrigo’s
first-ever arena tour, kicks off on Feb.
23, in Palm Springs at the Acrisure
Arena.

It will hit most major cities in North
America and Europe before return-
ing stateside and closing out with two
nights at the Kia Forum in Los Ange-
les County that August.

The singer will also sell a limited
number of $20 (or the local currency
equivalent, plus taxes and applicable
fees) Silver Star Tickets in an attempt
to make attending her concert more
affordable. Those must be purchased
in pairs, with a limit of two per pur-
chase, and will allot seats located next
to one another.

According to a press release, stan-
dard tickets will range from $49.50-
$199.50 (plus taxes and fees) in the
U.s.

Olivia Rodrigo performs during the MTV Video Music Awards on Sept. 12 at
the Prudential Center in Newark, N.J. Photo by Charles Sykes/Invision/AP

Largest US newspaper chain hiring Swift, Beyoncé reporters

Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — The United States’
biggest newspaper chain recently
posted to its site two unusual job list-
ings: a Taylor Swift reporter and a
Beyoncé reporter.

Gannett, which owns more than
200 daily papers, will employ these
new hires through USA Today and
The Tennessean, the company’s
Nashville-based newspaper.

The chain is looking for “modern
storytellers” adept in print, audio
and visual journalism, said Michael
Anastasi, The Tennessean’s editor
and Gannett’s vice president for lo-
cal news.

“Seeing both the facts and the fury,
the Taylor Swift reporter will iden-
tify why the pop star’s influence only

expands, what her fanbase stands
for in pop culture, and the effect she
has across the music and business
worlds,” the company said in its job
description.

Similarly, the company wants a
journalist who can capture Beyoncé’s
effect on society and the industries in
which she operates.

Anastasi said the Tennessean al-
ready has a three-person music team
and “I put our sophisticated cover-
age up against anybody.” Gannett is
always looking for opportunities to
make itself essential for paying cus-
tomers, he said.

Critics of the new roles cited layoffs
at Gannett, where the workforce has
shrunk 47% in the last three years be-
cause of layoffs and attrition, accord-
ing to the NewsGuild. At some news-

papers, the union said the headcount
has fallen by as much as 90%. Last
year alone, Gannett cut about 6% of
its roughly 3,440-person U.S. media
division.

Some journalists said that while
hiring these massively popular artist-
specific roles reflect their influence in
pop culture, they do fail to invest in
local journalism at a company known
for its local dailies.

“At a time when so much serious
news and local reporting is being cut,
it’s a decision to raise some questions
about,” Rick Edmonds, an expert at
the journalism think tank Poynter In-
stitute, said of the new positions.

Said Anastasi: “We’re not hiring a
Taylor Swift reporter at the expense
of other reporters.”

Some journalists criticized the job

listings for presenting superfan be-
havior as a full-time journalism job.
Music writer Jeremy Gordon said on
social media that it “doesn’t feel great
to see ‘full-time stan’ go out as an ac-
tual journalism job.” (“Stan” is slang
for superfan. )

Representatives for Swift and Be-
yoncé did not immediately respond
to requests for comment.

Omise’eke Tinsley, academic and
author of “Beyoncé in Formation:
Remixing Black Feminism,” says this
type of role makes space for more
positive stories about Black women.

But also, she adds, the existence of
both jobs directly reflects Beyoncé
and Swift’s economic power. “If there
wasn't that component to it, there
wouldn’t be a Beyoncé reporter,” Tin-
sley said.
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RULES

0 Each row and each column must
contain the numbers 1 through 4
(easy) or 1 through 6 (challenging)
without repeating.

The numbers within the heavily

©2023 KenKen Puzzle, LLC www.kenken.com

outlined boxes, called cages, must
combine using the given operation
(in any order) to produce the target
numbers in the top-left corners.

6 Freebies: Fill in single-box cages
with the number in the top-left corner.
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CONSUMER

HAVE YOU

ATTENTION

USED ROUNDUP
WEED KILLER AND
BEEN DIAGNOSED
WITH CANCER?

YOU MAY BE ENTITLED TO COMPENSATION.

Bayer, the makers of Roundup, allegedly hid
the health risks associated with their product.
They have agreed to a $10 billion settlement
to resolve outstanding cancer lawsuits. If you
or a loved one were affected, there is a limited
window to file your claim. Call Consumer
Attention to see if you qualify.

SEE IF YOU QUALIFY.:

871-631-2199

CALL FOR YOUR FREE EVALUATION.

Certain States may consider this an attorney advertisement for legal services paid for by a non-attorney spokesperson. Con-
sumer Attention (“We” or “Us” or “Consumer Attention”) is a consumer marketing group generating marketing materials and

mediums for the benefit of consumers and lawyers or is instructed by lawyers to market their services. We are not a law firm.
Any medical or health decisions are important, and you should always consult a medical professional before altering usage of
any pharmaceutical or product. We make no representation as to quality of the legal services to be performed being directly
or indirectly greater than the quality of the legal services performed by other lawyers whatsoever or howsoever. Do not rely
on any information herein as legal advice of any nature. Choice of an attorney is an important decision that should not be
based solely upon an advertisement. By contacting Us, you consent to receive calls, text messages, or prerecorded messages
from Consumer Attention or its affiliates via automated technology. You understand that you are not required to enter into
this agreement as a condition of any service. By contacting Us, you expressly agree to receive a call back by different legal
service providers and related services, even if you are on the “Do Not Call” registry. We are not affiliated with or responsible
for the representations or services provided by the lawyers or companies with which you are matched. We reserve the right
to disclose your personally identifiable information, as required, to comply with the law, applicable regulations, governmental
and quasi- governmental requests, judicial proceedings, court orders or subpoenas, to enforce our legal notices or other
agreements, or to protect our rights, property or safety or the rights, or to protect the property or safety of our users or others
(e.g., to a consumer reporting agency for fraud protection etc.), and to ensure the security of our network and services.
Information obtained is utilized solely to improve and enhance the quality of consumerattention.com and related mediums.
Information submitted to consumerattention.com in some instances may be shared or sold to a third-party service provider
and consumerattention.com will not share or sell information submitted to us to any third party unless consent is authorized

by you. © 2020 Consumer Attention. All Rights Reserved.
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REAL ESTATE
RESOURCE CENTER

| NEED TO KNOW:

- Are home prices going to keep coming down?

- Is it a good time to buy with these mortgage rates?

- How long wiill it take to sell my house?

- Should | just wait to see what’s going to happen?

VISIT ADDRESSCORONADO.COM

TO GET REAL ANSWERS
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