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By MADELINE YANG
The Coronado News

Tents, shopping carts, and sleeping bags line the 
sidewalks of many California big cities including 
San Diego with entire pavements held by nomadic 
neighborhoods with homeless people.

There is one downtown, however, that seems to 
have escaped a homeless problem: Coronado.

Mayor Richard Bailey recently made national 
headlines by appearing on FOX News and KUSI to 

discuss how he’s found an answer to homelessness.
However, The Coronado News found that the key 

reason the city has virtually no homeless people 
is that the Coronado Police Department rounds up 
homeless individuals and takes them to shelters in 
San Diego. And, Bailey acknowledged that it’s chal-
lenging for homeless people to get onto the island.

California, and especially Southern California, 
has become an attraction for the homeless with 
its mild weather and policies by o�cials in several 
metro cities who have allowed homelessness to 

expand, according to critics.
In San Diego, former NBA superstar and broad-

caster Bill Walton last fall publicly crusaded 
against Mayor Todd Gloria for what Walton called 
the city’s lack of e�ort to move homeless people 
o� the streets.

Catherine Augustine, a homeless woman living 
on the outskirts of downtown San Diego, told The 
Coronado News that the weather is what brought 
her here – and she’s not alone. 

» Continued on Page 12

By JULIETA SOTO
The Coronado News

Known as Señora, Profe, or Madam is teacher 
Maylén Rafuls, who holds many roles for the 
advancement of world language education in the 
Coronado Uni�ed School District.

The Coronado High School French and Span-
ish educator will accept an Outstanding Teacher 
award by the California Language Teachers’ 
Association (CLTA) in Visalia during the four-day 
state conference on March 19.

“It’s a great honor to be recognized among 
many other wonderful teachers in California 
and just share that with that network,” she said. 

The 37-year-old teacher understands Italian 
and Portuguese very well and also received a 
2017 outstanding New French Teacher Award 
in San Diego from the American Association of 
Teachers of French.

This semester, Rafuls oversees other world 
language tasks across the district and will re-
sume teaching one section each term beginning 
next year as she’s the district’s World Languages 
Teacher on Special Assignment.

Rafuls also is working closely with district 
Director of Special Programs Shane Schmeichel,

» Continued on Page 13

FROM ‘BIG NERD’ 
TO PhD CANDIDATE

Meet CHS outstanding teacher winner Maylén Rafuls

Has Coronado eliminated homelessness?

The city that has appeared to eliminate homelessness, Coronado. Staff photo by Madeline Yang.

Has Coronado eliminated homelessness?

“Since I was a little girl, 
I wanted to be a teacher. 
It’s a really difficult career, 

and anyone who’s a teacher 
should be admired.”

Maylén Rafuls

By DENNIS WAGNER, CRAIG HARRIS, 
JULIETA SOTO and MADELINE YANG
The Coronado News

In 2017, professor James Cooper attended a public fo-
rum on Tijuana sewage contamination where citizens 
were invited to hear government o�cials explain what 
was being done to staunch the fecal pollution of San Di-
ego County beaches. 

That session, like many others, didn’t go well. 
 “(It) was less a meeting and more of an expression of 

exasperation. Malodorous scents emanated from the 
nearby sewage,” Cooper noted in a written account. “(But) 
it was worth the trip just to witness the dysfunction.” 

“Both a U.S. ¤ag and a Mexican ¤ag were displayed in 
the Meeting Room, but no one on the U.S. side spoke 
Spanish nor possessed any materials from the Mexi-
can side that were translated into English. Yet both the 
Mexican and U.S. citizens at the meeting wanted to hold 
their public o�cials accountable for doing something 
about the seemingly endless spills of sewage.”

» Continued on Page 10

CORONADO NEWS INVESTIGATION: 
THE TIJUANA SEWAGE CRISIS

DYSFUNCTION 
SEEMINGLY
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OF TIJUANA

SEWAGE MESS
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18 • saturday

San Diego Storytelling Festival: The 
Storytellers of San Diego return 
to Coronado Public Library for a 
daylong celebration of all things 
storytelling. This free all-day festival 
takes over the library with storytell-
ing for adults and kids, open mic 
sessions, and a debut performance 
by the participants of the first-ever 
Storytelling Institute, a storytelling 
how-to course for novices. 10 a.m. to 
6 p.m.

20 • monday

Coronado Public Library’s Mys-
tery Book Club will discuss “The 
Stranger Diaries” by Elly Griffiths at 
its meeting in the Library’s Winn 
Room at 2 p.m.

20 • monday

Coronado High School JV and 
varsity boys lacrosse host Santana 
High School at 5 and 7 p.m.

21 • tuesday

San Diego Shakespeare Society 
Staged Reading: “Henry VI” (Part 
One). Winn Room at the Coronado 
Public Library. 6 to 8 p.m.

21 • tuesday

Coronado City Council Regular 
Meeting, Council Chambers. 4 p.m.

STUDENTS OF THE WEEK

PET OF THE WEEK

CORONADO LOVE LETTER

this week Coronado High School students awarded 
summer study abroad scholarships

Meet Atticus

Four students from Coronado 
High School received partial schol-
arships through the Council On 
International Educational Exchange 
(CIEE) to study abroad this summer.

Three of them will head to France 
to study French language and cul-
ture, and the fourth will go to Costa 
Rica and engage in environmental 
action.

“These students will have a 
once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to 
immerse themselves in di�erent 
countries. Coronado High School 
and the CHS World Languages 
department are incredibly proud 
of these students, and we cannot 
wait to hear about their adventures 
next fall!” said French and Span-
ish teacher and the CUSD Teacher 
on Special Assignment for World 
Languages Maylen Rafuls.

Sophomore Spanish student Maya 
Rodriguez was awarded a scholar-
ship and will attend the ‘Women in 
Stem for Environmental Action’ pro-
gram in Monteverde, Costa Rica.

“I would say I’m mostly excited 
about the opportunity to travel and 

learn about my passions in a whole 
new environment,” Rodriguez said.

Freshmen Eduardo Gonzalez-
Rubio and Claudia Geraldi, and 
sophomore Mason Deane, all re-
ceived scholarships for the French 
Language and Culture program in 
Paris.

The three will have the opportuni-

ty to perfect their French with native 
professors as well as live with local 
families and experience the culture 
and traditions of the country.

CIEE is a nonpro�t study abroad 
and intercultural exchange pro-
gram for high school and college 
students. The scholarships help de-
fray the program cost for students.

This is Atticus, named a©er my favorite character in 
my favorite book, “To Kill a Mockingbird.”

Atticus is a rescue who had a rough life in the begin-
ning. He was chained up without food or water in a 
junkyard in Compton.

It is thought he was used for dog �ghting because of 
the scar tissue the vet found on him.

He was just 4 years years old on February 15, and 
I’ve had him for 3 years. He is without a doubt the 
smartest dog I’ve ever had.

I taught him commands in French, and he picked 
them right up. At �rst he didn’t get along with other 
dogs, but now he loves the dog park playtime.

Atticus should not only be dog of the week but of 
the year. Coming from the abuse he su�ered, he is the 
sweetest most lovable dog anyone could have.

—Submitted by Margy Barr

Please send your nominations for The Coronado News
Pet of the Week to Editor Craig Harris 

at craig@thecoronadonews.com

A walk back in time with Susan Keith
By CRAIG HARRIS
The Coronado News

With a peek-a-boo view to the Paci�c 
Ocean, Suan Keith’s home is a journey 
back in time.

Whether it’s her classic books, mili-
tary memorabilia or her Republican 
bathroom – yes, you read that correctly 
– Keith’s large, comfortable home with 
her rambunctious 2-year-old Labrador 
Izzy is a modern-day history lesson.

The Tudor home, which she said is 
the ultimate family hangout during 
Fourth of July weekend, was bought by 
her parents, Eleanor and Stan Ring in 
1947.

Her father, like the heads of many 
longtime Coronado families, was in 
the U.S. Navy.

The Rings had three children: Stew-
art, Bill and Susan.

Both boys, like other family mem-
bers, were Navy o�cers and dad was a 
vice admiral, according to Keith.

The family spent time with her 
dad serving in Washington, D.C., and 
Naples, Italy, but she said Coronado 
always was home, and the family 
purchased the place she now resides in 
when she was 6.

“We are a military family,” Keith said 
with a chuckle, noting her son, Ty, also 
was a Navy o�cer.

Susan has two other children: Stew-
art and Belle.

‘Coronado First’

Keith notes that the family is very 
patriotic – and Republican.

Yet, she says party a�liation has 
never kept her from a good friendship.

The former Coronado council-
woman said she loves her Democrat 
friends dearly, but they just vote 
di�erently.

And, a winning a political �ght is 
never worth losing a friendship, she 
says.

She also said party politics should 
stay out of Coronado City Council and 
School Board races, and residents run-
ning for o�ce in town should put the 
community ahead of a political party.

“When I ran, my campaign man-
ager was a Democrat,” said Keith, who 
served on the city council in the 1980s. 
“My campaign signs were ‘Coronado 
First.’”

Keith said she tremendously resents 
how “our town has gone partisan.”

“That’s not what we need,” she said. 
“But once you have it, I don’t know 
how you get rid of it.”

Dance the night away

Keith says she has many fond 
memories growing up in Coronado, 
especially dancing until 2 a.m. at the 
Hotel del Coronado on weekends dur-
ing her younger days.

“We used to go every Friday and Sat-
urday night to the Ocean View Room,” 
she said. “They had a band, we had 
drinks, and we danced and danced…

In the old days, people thought it was 
their hotel, and it’s not their hotel 
anymore.”

Keith said the Del, one of the top 
resorts in the country, has become 
too expensive for locals and primarily 
caters to out-of-town guests.

So, her home has become the fam-
ily gathering spot on holidays.

‘Leaving the house to them’

Inside that home, Keith has military 
memorabilia, early edition books 
and…the GOP bathroom or “Elephant 
Room,” as she a�ectionately calls it.

It is a homage to Republicans, with 
souvenir tickets from past national 
GOP conventions, newspaper clip-
pings, buttons, and hats that repre-
sent Republican historical events.

There’s also a campaign poster of 
the late Arizona U.S. Sen. John Mc-
Cain, a Navy o�cer who was the 2008 
Republican presidential nominee.

Keith notes that McCain and her 
brother Bill were classmates at the 
Naval academy.

Keith said none of her kids can af-
ford to live in Coronado, but she prays 
they will keep the home for future 
family celebrations.

“I’m leaving the house to them, 
but if they sell they are never to tell 
me,” Keith said. “Even if I’m dead, I 
don’t want to hear it come out of their 
mouths. I don’t want to think they will 
never be here.”

Do you have an idea for a Coronado 
Love Letter? Send your tips to Editor 
Craig Harris at craig@thecoronadonews.
com or call 602-509-3613.

For news tips, story submissions 
and letters to the editor, 
contact Editor Craig Harris at 
craig@thecoronadonews.com 
or 602-509-3613

To advertise contact Ad 
Executive Braeden Stegman at 
braeden@thecoronadonews.com

CONTACT US

Susan Keith, a longtime Coronado resident, stands inside her “Elephant 
Room” in her Tudor home near the beach. Staff photo by Craig Harris.

CHS world language program students received partial scholarships to 
study abroad this summer. Pictured here are Maya Rodriguez, who will 
go to Costa Rica; and Eduardo Gonzalez-Rubio, Mason Deane, and Clau-
dia Geraldi, all planning to study in France. 
Photo courtesy of Maria Simon, CUSD.
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Brought to you by Simone Real Estate Group

S I M O N E  R E A L  E S TAT E  G RO U P

 www.SimoneRealEstateGroup.com

Corey Simone, CEO / Realtor
(619) 568-0568

info@simonerealestategroup.com
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As the days grow longer and the temperature begins to rise, 
the spring season ushers in a time of renewed energy and fresh 
opportunities - including the perfect time to sell your home.

From increased market activity to favorable school schedules, 
there are several reasons why the spring season is o� en seen as the 
best time to sell a home.

In this article, we’ll take a closer look at why now can be a great 
time to list your property and how you can take advantage of this 
historically busy time in the real estate market.

With warmer weather, potential buyers are encouraged to go 
outside and explore the local real estate market.

And buyers are more likely to attend open houses and schedule 
viewings when the weather is comfortable, dry, and sunny. 
According to Red� n, homes listed in the spring sell an average of 
15 days faster than homes listed in the winter.

According to the National Association of Realtors (NAR), in 
2022, March and April were the months with the highest number 
of existing-home sales, with a total of 1.3 million homes sold 
nationally during those months.

Additionally, the same report showed that home sales during the 
spring season were higher than any other season throughout the 
year. � is increased market activity can lead to more showings, 
more o� ers, and potentially a quicker sale for your property.

Another way to improve home sales in the spring is to have more 
attractive curb appeal, which can make your property stand out to 
potential buyers.

Homes with excellent curb appeal can sell for up to 7% more than 
homes with average or poor curb appeal, according to Zillow. 
Further, by listing your property during the spring season, you can 
take advantage of Coronado’s natural beauty.

Also, listing your property in the spring season can appeal to 
families who are looking to move before the start of the next 
school year, as the National Association of Realtors reports that 
more than half – 52% - of buyers in 2022 had children under the 
age of 17 living at home.

A report from Red� n found that the number of buyers with 
children who searched for homes increased by 26% from January 
to May in 2022. � is suggests that families with school-aged 
children may be more active in the housing market during the 
spring season.

Additionally, according to a Red� n survey, the number of 
properties for sale rises by 5% on average from March to April, 
with greater increases observed in select markets.

� is implies that there might be more choices available to buyers 
in the spring, which could result in more intense competition and 
possibly a higher sale price for your home.

� e spring season has always been a great time to sell real estate. 
With increased market activity, favorable school schedules, and 
the allure of springtime renewal, many buyers are eager to � nd 
their dream home during this time.

As a seller, it’s important to take advantage of this busy season by 
properly preparing your property, pricing it appropriately, and 
working with an experienced real estate agent to navigate the 
competitive market.

If you’re considering selling your home this spring, don’t hesitate 
to reach out to me for more information on how you can take 
advantage in the market and sell your property successfully.

As a trusted and experienced real estate agent in your area, I’m 
here to help guide you through the process and ensure a smooth 
and successful sale. Contact me today to get started on your home 
selling journey! (619) 568-0568 info@simonerealestategroup.com.

Expert Analysis on the 
Coronado Housing Market

I S L A N D  I N S I DE R 

Expert Analysis on the 
Coronado Housing Market

HELLO C ORONAD O!
Corey Simone here. Every Friday moving forward, I will be bringing you news, stats and information in the ever changing 
real estate market. Should you have a topic you want covered please email me at info@simonerealestategroup.com 

Have a topic for a future article? 
Let us know what you would like to see next...

 Want to know what your home is worth? 

619.568.0568

Call now to get a no-hassle comprehensive market analysis 
unique to your home to see what your property is worth. 

What makes the spring such 
a great time to sell?



This past year, I �nally took the 
step, and purchased a home in 
Coronado.

My father’s service in the U.S. 
Navy brought my parents to Coro-
nado in the 1960s, and they always 
dreamed of one day having the 
means to stay in the iconic Hotel del 
Coronado.

In the 1970s, we traveled to the 
island and crammed our large fam-
ily into one room at the Del.

Once we arrived too early, and 
spent the night in the park adjacent 
to City Hall, and Coronado’s �nest 
evicted us at sunrise.

For the next 50 years, Coronado 
became a second home for my parents, and many 
siblings.

On a trip to look over a home purchase, my 
eye caught the “beach closure” signs during an 
early morning run, and, rather than dismiss it to 
weather or tides, I began to look into it.

I noticed a few stories reference sewage creep, 
that had only gotten worse. Very little else was 
reported.

The pristine beaches of Coronado are among 
the most beautiful on the planet, and I yearned 
to know more about the causes and e�ects, and 
potential remedies for this wide-ranging environ-
mental and health problem on the island.

Immersed in local journalism

For the past 10 years, I’ve immersed myself in 
local journalism, which led to the purchase of the 

¤edgling “paper of record” in Utah: 
The Salt Lake Tribune. My interest 
in purchasing the institution was 
twofold, to bring the paper back 
into local hands, and �nd a sus-
tainable pathway forward for local 
journalism.

A©er four long frustrating years, 
I made the decision to convert The 
Salt Lake Tribune into the nation’s 
�rst legacy daily nonpro�t news-
paper.

Two years later, massive losses 
transitioned to cash surplus, 
thanks in part to a community that 
values quality journalism – the 
bedrock of our democracy.

With the backdrop of beach closures and sewage 
spill on our beaches in Coronado, why not bring a 
team together and address this?

I have great respect for anyone willing to invest 
in local journalism, but my experience has taught 
me that quality, not quantity, and restless, veteran 
reporters, combined with skilled, and sage young-
er talent, can succeed.

Unprecedented disruption

For decades, journalism has been going through 
an unprecedented disruption. Changes in tech-
nology, consumer behavior, advertising, industry 
consolidation, and now, everyone who has a smart 
phone is both a publisher, and a consumer.

Too many journalists have been slow to adapt, and 
that has led to thousands of news deserts around the 
country. The verdict of these shutdowns?

Lower community engagement, higher partisan-
ship and less trust in their institutions.

The world around us is driven by technology, 
science, media, �nance, and complex litigation.

Unless newsrooms develop a healthy appetite 
to consume and understand these skill sets and 
disciplines, they will continue to languish.

Sewage investigation

Can Coronado have a beachhead with these skill 
sets?

We’ll do our best, and hope our presence raises 
the level of competition which bene�ts the entire 
community.

Our �rst investigative piece of a multi-part series 
on the sewage crisis is unprecedented work on the 
island and itself, worth the price to start up this 
venture. That sets the foundation and water mark 
for our product.

I wouldn’t embark on this venture if I didn’t 
have the leadership of Craig Harris – longtime 
investigative reporter with Gannett, and San Diego 
resident.

He’s assembled an unprecedented team on the 
island. They’ll be at your school board, and city 
council meetings, others events, and will frequent 
many of your businesses.

Please take notice of their presence, and your 
contributions will only add the quality of output.

A great community deserves a great newspaper. 
We’re here to stay, and look forward to building 
this for the betterment of our community.

Paul Huntsman is owner and editorial board mem-
ber of The Coronado News.
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OPINION

LISA 
BENSON

JACK 
OHMAN

OP-ED: PAUL HUNTSMAN

Why I founded The Coronado News

Paul Huntsman is the owner 
and editorial board member 
of The Coronado News.
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Is your Stucco looking 
a little “Weathered”?

Call Today for an free estimate 619-646-5862 Or
Visit drstuccosd.com to see some of our recent jobs

See what San Diego customers say about Dwayne.

Dwayne and his company did a fantastic job 
on converting our home to stucco.We are very 
pleased with the outcome and Dwayne was easy 
to communicate with. We highly recommend 
Dwayne Roy Snider Stucco, their quick and 
effi cient Company!! Thanks again Dwayne

Maria T. - Liberty Station, San Diego, CA
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*Discount is applied to the regular price of select styles of Carpet, Hardwood, Vinyl Plank, and Laminate, basic installation,standard padding, and materials. Excludes upgrades, stairs, take-up of permanently
affixed flooring, non-standard furniture moving, other miscellaneous charges, and prior purchases. Product may not be sold separately from installation. Residential installations only. Not available inall areas.
Valid through 02/26/23. Subject to change. Details at EmpireToday.com.

**On in-stock carpet and flooring styles only in select areas. Excludes floor prep.
†A variety of unforeseen conditions, such as subfloor prep/leveling/repair, that may not be identifiable when establishing price estimate, may require additional cost. 
Sales (except CA, MA, UT) and installation are provided by independent contractors. Licensure at EmpireToday.com. CSLB 1047108  

© 2023 Empire Today, LLC 

D I SC O V ER THE EM P I RE TO D AY ® DIFFERENCE
We Make Getting Beautiful New Floors Easy.

Call 6 1 9 -3 6 5 -8 0 2 4 or visit  Empir e t od a y. c om / s a v eSc h e d u le  a  F REE
In-Home Estimate! 

SHO P - AT-HO M E C O NVENI ENC E
See hundreds of samples in your home.
Empire® brings the store to you.

P RO F ESSI O NAL I NS TALLATI O N,
EVEN NEX T D AY * *
Don't wait weeks for your new floors. You can
get a custom installation as soon as tomorrow.

Q UALI TY P RO D UC TS
Top-quality, name-brand carpet and flooring
options in the latest styles and colors that
are durable and long lasting.

ALL-I NC LUSI VE P RI C E ESTI M ATE†

Know what your project will cost, up front 
with no hidden fees.

Half price carpet, hardwood, laminate,
vinyl, & professional installation...

That’s half price* for your entire purchase!

1 2
PRICE*

SALE
Select styles.

OUR BEST SALE!

The Associated Press

SAN DIEGO (AP) — President Joe Biden and the 
leaders of Australia and the United Kingdom on 
Monday announced that Australia will purchase 
nuclear-powered attack submarines from the U.S. 
to modernize its ¤eet amid growing concern about 
China’s in¤uence in the Indo-Paci�c.

Biden ¤ew to San Diego to appear with Australian 
Prime Minister Anthony Albanese and British Prime 
Minister Rishi Sunak as they hailed an 18-month-
old nuclear partnership given the acronym AUKUS 
— for Australia, the United Kingdom and the United 
States.

Landed at North Island Naval Air Station

Reports on social media showed Air Force One 
touching down at North Island Naval Air Station in 
Coronado shortly a©er noon. The president’s public 
schedule showed he would meet with Albanese and 
Sunak around 1:30 p.m. and then deliver remarks 
on the partnership at Naval Base Point Loma in San 
Diego.

Coronado Mayor Richard Bailey, a Republican, 
said he was aware that Biden, a Democrat, had land-
ed on North Island on Monday.

“Only that I wasn’t invited haha,” Bailey quipped in 
a text message to The Coronado News.

San Diego Mayor Todd Gloria welcomed the presi-
dent and the two other foreign leaders on social 
media, saying San Diego was delighted to host the 
“summit between the three allies to strengthen in-
ternational security.”

Tri-national partnership

The partnership, announced in 2021, enables Aus-
tralia to access nuclear-powered submarines, which 
are stealthier and more capable than conventionally 
powered vessels, as a counterweight to China’s mili-
tary buildup.

Biden, appearing sensitive to tensions with China 
and its criticism of the deal, stressed that the sub-
marines are “nuclear powered, not nuclear armed.”

“These boats will not have any nuclear weapons of 
any kind of them,” he said at an outdoor ceremony at 

Naval Base Point Loma in San Diego, where he was 
¤anked by Albanese and Sunak. Two submarines, the 
USS Missouri and the USS Charlotte, were tied up at 
the next pier in the Paci�c Ocean behind the leaders.

Albanese said the agreement “represents the big-
gest single investment in Australia’s defense capabil-
ity in all of our history.” It’s also the �rst time in 65 
years that the U.S. has shared its nuclear propulsion 
technology, ”and we thank you for it,” he said.

Sunak called AUKUS “the most signi�cant multi-
lateral defense partnership in generations.” He said 
the U.K. also will share its 60 years of experience 
running its own submarine ¤eet with Australian en-
gineers “so they can build their own ¤eet.”

In a joint statement before the formal announce-
ment, the leaders said their countries have worked 

for decades to sustain peace, stability and prosperity 
around the world, including in the Indo-Paci�c.

“We believe in a world that protects freedom and 
respects human rights, the rule of law, the indepen-
dence of sovereign states, and the rules-based inter-
national order,” they said in the statement, released 
before their joint appearance in San Diego.

“The steps we are announcing today will help us to 
advance these mutually bene�cial objectives in the 
decades to come,” they said.

San Diego is Biden’s �rst stop on a three-day trip 
to California and Nevada. He was also scheduled to 
discuss gun violence prevention in Monterey Park, 
where 11 people were killed in a January mass shoot-
ing, and his plans to lower prescription drug costs in 
Las Vegas.

Biden lands in Coronado to 
announce Australia submarine deal

Australian Prime Minister Anthony Albanese speaks as President Joe Biden and British Prime Minister 
Rishi Sunak, right, listen at Naval Base Point Loma, Monday, March 13, 2023, in San Diego. (AP Photo)
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Shop online at TodaysPatio.com

Scenic ocean, mountain and golf course views. Star gazing and city lights. A 

warm, colorful sky at sunset. Whatever your outdoor spaces have to offer, our 

designers and staff are ready to help you discover the beauty of outdoor living.

SAN DIEGO
7371 Clairemont Mesa Blvd

(858)427-3300

PHOENIX
12419 N Tatum Blvd
(602)996-8100

GLENDALE
20028 N 67th Ave
(623)344-5000

SCOTTSDALE
15500 N Greenway-Hayden Loop

(480)367-9700

GILBERT
2244 E Williams Field Rd

(480)289-6400

OUTLET CENTER
23616 N 19th Avenue
(623)344-5555

TUCSON
7685 N Oracle Rd
(520)230-7999

SHOWROOM HOURS
Mon-Sat:  10:00 - 6:00
Sunday:  10:00 - 5:00

CREATE your PRIVATE PARADISE

FURNITURE     UMBRELLAS     CUSHIONS     ACCESSORIES
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By JULIETA SOTO
The Coronado News

The Coronado School Board has 
changed course and only is allowing 
public comment on non-agendized 
items for 20 minutes during the later 
part of its meetings.

The move expedited the monthly 
school board meeting on March 9.

Prior meetings this year had public 
comment on non-agendized items at 
the beginning of the meeting and pub-
lic comment on agendized items mov-
ing through each section, allowing 
various community members to talk 
into the evening. 

Now, public comment will be heard 
a©er sta� presentations.

Coronado USD Board President Re-
nee Cavanaugh said the intent was 
not to change the individual amount 
of time for each person or the total 
amount of time for public comment.

Instead, she said, it was to have 
public suggestions come right before 
board discussion about future top-
ics and to keep track of information 
on items that could appear on future 
agendas.

Not well received

This policy change was not well re-
ceived by some who usually attend the 
board meetings.

“They’ve done it before with the pre-
vious board,” said Coronado parent 
and resident Jim Fabiszak.

Attending CUSD monthly board 
meetings on a regular basis, Fabiszak 
considers this change impactful to the 
community.

“I think it’s a negative impact,” he 
said. “Moving it to the end of the day 
may ¤ow better, but it’s de�nitely a lot 

more of impact on parents and com-
munity members because that agenda 
item might not become available until 
3 ½ hours, sometimes 4 hours a©er the 
start of the meeting.”

Other regular board meeting attend-
ees mirrored concerns, considering it 
unfortunate for working parents.

Trustee Whitney Antrim, however, 
expressed her appreciation for the 
board and rearranging agenda items 
to really put the focus on students �rst, 
the business of the board, and e�orts 
to interact and engage with the com-
munity, she said.

Turnover issues

A public hearing was available re-
garding a new collective bargaining 
agreement between the district and 
teachers union. However, no public 
comment was made.

Moving forward, Superintendent 
Karl Mueller said the public should 
reach out to Human Resources Direc-
tor Armando Farias for any questions.

In a report from Association of 
Coronado Teachers President Jen-
nifer Landry, she shared that Village 
Elementary Education Specialist Nico-
lette Pavila is the newest hire. She also 
expressed concerns regarding turn-
over and said that 116 educators have 
le© since 2017, with 32 being members 
of the district’s special education de-
partment.

Reasons for the departure include 
retirements, COVID, and personal de-
cisions like family planning or want-
ing support, she said.

According to Farias, 92 general edu-
cators and 23 special education em-
ployees have le© the school district 
since 2017. 

Farias said 13 separation survey re-

sponses from employees show the top 
reasons for resigning are a promotion/
opportunity for advancement, reloca-
tion out of the area, or family reasons. 

“When asked if they would consider 
reemployment with CUSD, over 84% 
state they would,” he said.  

4X4 Committee

During Board comments, Trustee 
Alexia Palacios-Peters shared updates 
on the 4×4 Committee, which is per-
forming a comprehensive evaluation 
of the new block bell schedule at the 
high school. 

Palacios-Peters said there will be op-
portunities to meet with the commit-
tee and provide feedback beginning in 
April, including in person and survey 
responses to gather data for the report 
to be presented May 18. 

She encouraged audience members 
to attend corresponding public fo-
rums to be held at the Wynn Room at 
the Coronado Public Library, on April 
6, from 5 to 7 p.m. for parents of high 
school students.

There will be a meeting on April 12, 
from 5 to 7 p.m., for the community.

Parents will have an additional op-
portunity to meet with the 4×4 com-
mittee individually in 10-minute time 
slots from 3 to 6 p.m. on April 5.

Faculty and students will have the 
opportunity to attend one of the on-
campus feedback sessions this month 
and next. 

For more information people may 
visit the CUSD Website which lists 
items with corresponding dates and 
links, she said.

Money for transportation

Other issues discussed at the March 

meeting include:
The board approving the Coronado 

USD Transportation Plan for the 2023-
2024 school year.

Superintendent Mueller said this 
plan positions CUSD to be eligible to 
receive compensation from the state 
of California to help o�set transporta-
tion costs. 

Deputy Superintendent Donnie Sal-
amanca added that the plan was de-
veloped so the district would be able 
to o�er free services to low-income 
students, English learners, and foster 
youth. 

Salamanca said school districts are 
eligible to receive up to a 60% reim-
bursement on transportation expendi-
tures from the prior year.

“Our plan meets all of the mandat-
ed requirements,” he said. “This plan 
is the compliance requirement that 
makes sure that we’re eligible for that.”

“Spotlight” presentations

“Spotlight” presentations in the 
meeting included Coronado Middle 
School’s Advanced Performing Arts 
students sneak peek of “Willy Wonka 
Jr.,” a musical on the main stage at 
Coronado Performing Arts Center on 
March 24 and 25.

A second presentation was four art-
work pieces from the CoSA Visual Art 
Exhibit on display at the Coronado 
Community Center (C3) Art Gallery 
from mid-April through May in part-
nership with Coronado Arts Council 
and City Council.

An opening reception and unveil-
ing of the student work exhibit will be 
from 5:30 to 7 p.m. on April 18.

The next regular board meeting will 
be April 20, at 4 p.m. at the Coronado 
Uni�ed School District o�ce.

Coronado School Board limits 
time for public comments
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H OT E L D E L . C O M

Easter Brunch.
Celebrate with brunch in 
the iconic Crown Room.

Journey Air Elite is a personal electric vehicle and is not a medical device nor wheelchair. It is not intended 
for medical purposes to provide mobility to persons restricted to a sitting position. Journey Air Elite is not 

covered by Medicare nor Medicaid. © 2023 Journey Health and Lifestyle 87
00

1

Call toll-free now

855-243-9383
Please mention code 601648 when ordering.

Mobility issues affect over 
1 in 5 Americans. These 
individuals, and their loved 
ones, know how decreased 
mobility can result in loss 
of independence, pain 
and falling hazards. They 
are often stuck at home, missing out on 
a variety of activities, in a vicious cycle 
that diminishes their quality of life. In the 
past, mobility devices like scooters and 
power chairs were too heavy and bulky to 
transport easily. Now, carbon fiber material 
invented for the aerospace program has 
been used to create the ultimate mobility 
device. It’s called the Journey Air Elite … 
and there’s nothing else like it on earth.

At only 26 pounds, the Journey Air Elite 
combines lightweight portability with world 
class performance. It’s simple to use joystick 
and powerful dual-motor drive system 
enables you to zip around quickly and safely. 
It’s easy to maneuver, never tips, fits easily 
through doorways, and can go right up to 
a table or desk. Once you are done, just one 
pull on the seat handle folds it up. There’s 
a fold-down back to make it even easier to 
stow and store. 

It features flat-free tires and rear anti-tippers 
for added convenience and safety. 

Just imagine how this chair can improve your life and make it easier for 
loved ones and caregivers to accompany you to activities and events you 
would have missed in the past. Don’t spend another day stuck at home. Call 
today, and a helpful, knowledgeable consultant will help you get a Journey 
Air Elite of your very own. Don’t wait – call now! 

Introducing the lightest folding 
power chair in the world

The Journey Air Elite features the latest carbon fiber technology 
for the ultimate in portability and performance

NEW
ONLY 26 

POUNDS!

Folds flat in seconds

enjoying life never gets old™

Coronado Unified Schools recognized 
with Purple Star military distinction

All four of the schools in Coronado Uni�ed School 
District were recently recognized by the California 
Department of Education as Purple Star Schools, 
which recognizes schools best equipped to meet the 
unique needs of military-connected families.

Coronado High School, Middle School, and Silver 
Strand and Village Elementary schools each applied 
and were recognized independently, according to 
the district.

The four CUSD schools are part of a select cohort 
of 59 schools across the state to be awarded the 
Purple Star designation. 

Military-connected students make up 41% of the 
CUSD student body.

“We are proud that all of our schools received the 

distinction, making us a Purple Star district,” said 
CUSD Superintendent Karl Mueller. “It is an honor 
to serve military students and families, and the 
in¤uence and positive impact they have within our 
district cannot be overstated.”

Capt. Newt McKissick, commander of Naval Base 
Coronado, addressed CUSD sta� and military stu-
dents recently at a gathering announcing the Purple 
Star School distinction.

He stated that a signi�cant part of military readi-
ness is ensuring that families, especially school age 
children, are taken care of and part of a good school 
community so that the active duty parent can focus 
on their job.

“Coronado schools do this amazingly well. It is 

incredibly important to our e�orts, and we are so 
grateful for what your (CUSD) sta� does for our 
students, for our families.

Congratulations and thank you!” stated McKis-
sick, who added that he has �rst-hand experience 
as his own children attend Coronado schools.

The California Purple Star School Designation 
Program, through the California Department of 
Education, recognizes schools that are the most 
committed and best equipped to meet the unique 
needs of military-connected students and their 
families.

The program was designed to help mitigate the 
challenges of high mobility by setting standards for 
and publicly designating military-friendly schools.

Students, teachers and community members celebrate one of Coronado’s Purple Star schools. Photo courtesy of Maria Simon, CUSD.



10 • The Coronado News • 03.17.23 www.TheCoronadoNews.com

» Continued from Page 1

“Sighs of frustration and outright incredulity 
abounded. Two California State Park rangers, each 
armed with a handgun, watched from the back of 
the meeting room. One ranger explained that the 
gun was necessary ‘just in case people get a little 
pumped up and to keep the discourse civil.’ … Dur-
ing the meeting, one man incredulously asked out 
loud: ‘Isn’t there a Hague Court that can deal with 
this?’”

Over and over during the past century, public out-
rage over Tijuana wastewater woes has triggered 
political rhetoric, blue-ribbon studies, protests, 
lawsuits and promises – only to end with the same 
old solution: pathogen-�lled water ¤owing into the 
Paci�c Ocean and across the border. 

The Coronado News is investigating a nearly cen-
tury-long legacy of broken promises by the United 
States and Mexican o�cials that has caused this 
public health crisis and exposed beachgoers, U.S. 
Border Patrol agents and U.S. Navy SEALS to fecal 
microbes, E. Coli, salmonella and MRSA.

Cooper, the director of international legal stud-
ies at California Western School of Law in San Di-
ego, documented that futility last year in an article 
titled, “Same as It Ever Was: The Tijuana River Sew-
age Crisis.” 

Cooper, in an interview, noted that while envi-
ronmental laws in Mexico are pretty stringent, en-
forcement, “however, is not always.”

Beach walk becomes spinal meningitis

Serge Dedina, former mayor of Imperial Beach 
and a co-founder of the Wildcoast marine conser-
vation organization, said horrendous sewage spills 
early in 2017 from Tijuana laid bare the govern-
mental failures.

Over several weeks that year, 143 million gallons 
of raw sewage �lled the Tijuana River from broken 
pipes and collectors, oozing into the ocean as au-
thorities pointed �ngers of blame at one another. 

When city o�cials raised concerns, Dedina said, 
it exposed “a complete lack of transparency and ac-
countability on the Mexican side, and the lack of 
responsibility on the U.S. side. 

“We were really shocked by how unprepared and 
unconcerned the United States government was,” 
he said.

That March, Imperial Beach resident Suzanne 
Parish contracted spinal meningitis a©er walking 
with her husband, Mitch McKay, along the beach 
south of the Boco Rio - near the mouth of the estu-
ary. 

The couple said they typically would pick up gar-
bage along their walks, and she never dreamed 
she’d get sick from walking barefoot in the area. 
Further, back then there were no San Diego County 
warning signs about the dangers of the water.

“It was really horrible,” said Parish, who spent 12 
days in a hospital in Coronado and incurred over  
$70,000 in hospital bills of which the couple paid 
just more than $12,000.

Her stay also included a visit from representa-
tives from the regional Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention, she said.

Today, McKay serves on the Imperial Beach City 
Council and his district includes most of the beach-
front. 

He’s also a 3-year member of the Citizen Forum 
Board for the U.S. side of the International Bound-
ary and Water Commission, a body created by the 
United States and Mexico in 1889 to �nd solutions 
over border issues. 

Parish said she hadn’t publicly shared her story 
until she saw the recent Coronado News investiga-
tion on the sewage crisis. 

The couple said it’s time for politicians to quit 
bickering and �nd a permanent solution that in-
cludes wastewater reclamation to stop tens of mil-
lions of gallons of raw sewage from ¤owing from 
the Tijuana River Valley and into the Paci�c Ocean.

McKay believes the total cost of such a compre-
hensive solution could exceed $1.2 billion.

“Everyone who surfs in Imperial Beach is sure to 
get surfer ear, a rash, or a scratchy throat from the 
water,”  McKay said. “You have to earn those stripes 
for being in dirty water. But, to think you could get 
spinal meningitis and almost die from walking the 
surf line….And, we have seen a lot of other people 
walk down there.”

McKay said the residents of Imperial Beach have 
for too long su�ered from “apathy and social injus-
tice.”

Rains this winter once again caused the Tijuana 

River to dump sewage into the sea, and a pipeline 
rupture in August shut down San Diego County 
beaches at the height of tourist season, spewing 30 
million gallons daily of raw wastewater.

South Bay plant once “the solution”

The South Bay International Wastewater Treat-
ment Plant, built with U.S. money on the north side 
of the border to handle Tijuana’s excess e¸uent, 
was once perceived as “the solution.” 

But even that huge project was a boondoggle, 
according to Dedina: It was planned in the 1970s, 
didn’t get designed until the 1980s, and wasn’t con-
structed until the 1990s – a©er Tijuana’s sewage out-
put had more than doubled.

The plant hugs the U.S.-Mexico border, about 17 
miles south of Coronado. At its entrance, seagulls 
and ducks sit along the Tijuana River while turkey 
vultures ¤y overhead.

To the south, cars zoom along the highway in Ti-
juana as three fences, including a double bollard 
one with razor wire that’s largely intended to keep 
migrants from illegally crossing into the United 
States, protect the plant. 

However, with large holes in parts of the main 
fence, immigrants daily congregate just south of 
the plant on the American side and wait for U.S. 
Border Patrol agents to arrest and process them, 
according to Morgan Rogers, area operations man-
ager for the San Diego Field o�ce of the IBWC. 

“We see a lot of immigrants, and they are from all 

over the world,” said Rogers as at least 15 people, 
including a blond haired mother with three young 
children, waited for the Border Patrol in mid-Jan-
uary.

The area also can be dangerous: Rogers noted a 
dead body was le© just outside the plant during the 
past few months.

Unexpected challenges

The plant was designed to treat on average 25 mil-
lion gallons of sewage a day that comes from Tijuana, 
but in early March it was treating about 30 million 
gallons daily, according to IBWC records provided to 
The Coronado News.

The sheer volume of human waste creates unex-
pected challenges, and the plant has been receiving 
“excess ¤ows since August 2022,” when a Mexican 
pipeline was damaged, records show.

Settling ponds at the international treatment plant 
are used to separate wastes from water. As solids 
sink, they form a toxic sludge mixed with heavy met-
als, pesticides and other industrial byproducts.  

Tons of this sludge get scooped each day into giant 
trucks and hauled through a special gate in the bor-
der fence to hills south of Tijuana. 

Gary Sirota, an environmental attorney, said the 
gunk gets dumped near the ocean, and subsequent 
rains send the seepage downhill into a prime sur�ng 
beach. 

Sirota said most people don’t understand a funda-
mental aspect of the whole controversy. 

For Americans, the concern is pollution and 
health. 

But, for Mexico, it’s about water. 
With Tijuana growing and Colorado River supplies 

getting reduced, the city keeps demanding its share.
“The U.S. was screaming, ‘Clean up your sewage 

problem,’” Sirota said, “and Mexico was yelling, 
‘Well, give us our water.’”

A $474 million fix

That, then, is the �lthy, historic reality.
A century-long infusion of feces, urine and patho-

gens invades south San Diego County beaches. An 
alphabet soup of government agencies conducts 
studies, convenes meetings, contests lawsuits and 
promises �xes – while average folks wait.  

DYSFUNCTION SEEMINGLY AT 
CORE OF TIJUANA SEWAGE MESS

» CORONADO NEWS INVESTIGATION: THE TIJUANA SEWAGE CRISIS

“To think you could get spinal meningitis 
and almost die from walking the surf line.”

-Imperial Beach Councilman Mitch McKay 
on the circumstances of his wife, Suzanne.

The South Bay International Wastewater Treatment Plant is designed to currently process up to 
25 million gallons of sewage per day. That number is to hopefully increase to 50 million gallons of 
sewage a day in a few years after renovations. Staff photos by Madeline Yang.

Morgan Rogers at the South Bay International 
Wastewater Treatment plant. 
Staff photo by Madeline Yang.



Now, �nally and once again, o�cials are promising 
a major overhaul of Tijuana’s sewage infrastructure. 

In August, the IBWC – along with a host of other 
agencies – announced plans to spend $474 million on 
Tijuana sewage infrastructure improvements, with 
the majority of the money coming from the United 
States.

In addition to that bilateral agreement, there were 
settlements of lawsuits �led by Imperial Beach, the 
Surfrider Foundation, the state of California and oth-
ers, accusing the IBWC of polluting beaches in viola-
tion of the environmental laws.

“I think the lawsuits were an outcry from our stake-
holders to do something,” noted Maria-Elena Giner, 
the current U.S. IBWC commissioner. “And I hold our 
agency accountable.”

Plans call for $330 million in U.S. spending to more 
than double the capacity of the South Bay treatment 
plant. 

That would reduce the number of days that Tijuana 
River sewage surges across the border from 133 to 26 
– a 76 percent drop – according to the EPA. 

Meanwhile, Mexico has vowed to spend $144 mil-
lion to replace a defunct wastewater facility at Punta 
Bandera, six miles south of Tijuana. 

That project is expected to reduce by 80% the raw 
sewage ¤ows which, in summer, get carried by cur-
rents to beaches in San Diego County.

Work on those projects is not expected to begin for 
at least three years. 

According to the EPA, those projects comprise a 
�rst phase of work. 

Over a longer period, the agency says, another $327 
million in spending is planned for more treatment 
plant expansions, diversion systems, pipelines and 
other infrastructure in Tijuana. 

If funding is authorized and all projects on the EPA 
list get carried out, total costs will exceed $800 million.

Key caveat

But the international agreement known as Min-
ute No. 328, contains a caveat: Everything in IBWC’s 
plan is “subject to the availability of funds.” 

Although the initial $330 million in U.S. �nancing 
already has been allocated, Mexico has yet to ap-
propriate any money for its share of costs.

The government agencies and environmental 
organizations that sued IBWC apparently agreed to 
drop their litigation based on the adoption of Min-
ute No. 328 – without enforcement provisions. 

The civil complaint �led by Imperial Beach and 
others alleged that the commission has “utterly 
failed their legal and moral mandates” to protect 
public health and the environment. 

“Instead of addressing these issues, defendants 
falsely herald their past achievements while the 
pollution ¤owing through the Tijuana River onto 
local beaches grows more severe.”

A separate suit �led by Surfrider Foundation al-
leged: “At its core, this case is about the dereliction 
of duty and wanton disregard for public health at 
the hands of a federal public agency. By making 
bare minimum improvements and blaming any lag 
in progress on Mexico’s inaction, USIBWC has dis-
regarded not only its agency mandate but also the 
established requirements of U.S. federal law.”

The settlement requires the commission to pre-
vent, report and clean up Tijuana sewage spills. 

However, it contains no penalty for failure to car-
ry out that duty.  

‘A turning point’ in history

In a response to written questions from The Coro-
nado News, Baja California’s water management sec-
retary, José Armando Fernández Samaniego, and Víc-
tor Daniel Amador Barragán, who heads the Tijuana 
o�ce of the state’s public service commission, said 
the projects mark “a turning point in the history of 
resource management and binational commitment.”

Those Mexican o�cials also said the “cross-border 
¤ow issues are being addressed by all the authorities 
on both sides of the border that have a role in the is-
sue.”

Giner, who became U.S. IBWC commissioner in 
2021, previously served as general manager of the 
Border Environment Cooperation Commission, di-
recting $8 billion in investments on infrastructure 
projects.

Asked what assurance the public has that plans for 
Tijuana sewage mitigation will be carried out, Giner 
said, “They’ve got me, all that credibility… I can un-
derstand people’s skepticism,” she added. “We’ve 
been talking about this for how long?”

One more boondoggle?

Brian Bilbray, a former Imperial Beach mayor, wor-
ries that the latest plan is just one more boondoggle 
because there is nothing forcing the commission or 
Mexican government to follow through. 

“If you don’t have an enforcement clause,” Bilbray 
warned, “That’s where it fails.” 

But Dedina, who became mayor a©er Bilbray and 
spearheaded the lawsuit against IBWC, said the com-
mission has transformed from an adversary to a part-
ner in the past couple years, striving to overcome a 
legacy of failure.

As for the planned �xes of Tijuana sewage infra-
structure, he said, “It’s exactly what we’ve been ask-
ing for.”

Coronado Mayor Richard Bailey agreed.
“The good news is it’s no longer a question of if, it’s 

a question of when,” Bailey said. “And the when is get-
ting closer and closer.”

Cooper, the California Western professor who in-
vestigated Tijuana’s sewage conundrum, welcomed 
a plan to spend hundreds of millions of dollars on 
infrastructure, but also issued a warning: “Whatever 
they’re proposing is still not enough. This is a chronic, 
decades-long problem.” 

COMING NEXT WEEK: WILL MEXICO 
KEEP ITS PART OF THE DEAL?
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A love for the ocean inspired 
ongoing preservation e�orts for Diaz

BY JULIETA SOTO
The Coronado News

Margarita Diaz has been �ghting Tijuana’s sew-
age problem for 30 years in her home country, but 
the battle extends all the way to Coronado.

Diaz since 2007 has been the general director of 
Proyecto Fronterizo de Educación Ambiental (PFEA), 
an organization that raises awareness over Tijuana 
River contamination and infrastructure issues. 

The organization works to motivate Tijuana resi-
dents to volunteer at beach cleanups, and it teaches 
them about composting. 

The work in Tijuana ultimately will help mitigate 
the raw sewage and waste that ¤ows into the Paci�c 
Ocean and onto San Diego County beaches includ-
ing Coronado.

Founded in 1991, PFEA currently oversees three 
projects in Tijuana. 

One includes converting a garbage dump, which 
resulted from a landslide, into a community park 
and Colonia Anexa Miramar community members 
learn the process of composting.

The second is Tijuana Waterkeeper whose wa-
ter quality analysis lab has monitored the coastal 
environmental health of Baja California since 
2015. The water quality results are published on 
theswimguide.org.

The third is Restaurante Amigo del Mar, spe-
ci�cally created for restaurants to participate and 
learn to reduce or eliminate the use of single-use 
plastics.

Diaz also is a representative of Civil Society in 
the Tijuana Clean Beaches Committee, coordinator 
of the management program of the Tijuana Clean 
Beaches Committee, and member of the Plastic 
Pollution Coalition. Apart from these roles, she’s 
the mother of two young adults. 

Binational problem

In late January, Diaz hosted members of Coro-
nado News sta� for a tour in Tijuana and showed 
how sewage that spills into the Tijuana River is a 
binational problem.

Standing in front of the 24-hour Easy Park Lot 
near the San Ysidro-Mexico border entrance into 
Tijuana, Diaz stands at about 5-foot-2 with a full 
smile. 

Curly, short hair falls slightly above the le© side 
of her forehead, where black and white strands 
meet the rims of small eyeglasses that sit on her 
nose. She is excited to share that she stood on these 
same streets in the beginning of her career.

Diaz remembers the uncertainty, as a recent col-
lege graduate, of standing on the opposite side of 
the roundabout in the middle of where Avenida de 
la Amistad and Avenida Frontera intersect.

She had decided to move from Mexico City to 
San Diego a©er completing her studies with a se-
nior thesis, the �rst project in Universidad La Salle 
México, about green architecture in 1991.

Looking across the street at the hovering build-
ing where she waited before crossing to the United 
States, she said that her time in the states was short-
lived, as she eventually moved to Tijuana a©er two 
years living in Chula Vista.

Early years in Acapulco

In Tijuana, Diaz settled next door to the founder 
of Proyecto Fronterizo de Educación Ambiental, 

the NGO she has been at since joining in 1993.
Growing up at the beaches and �shing in Aca-

pulco, Margarita said she learned the importance 
of water and nature.

She completed her high school and architecture 
degree studies in Mexico City, where she was born. 

Life in Acapulco contrasted the strikingly tight-
ness of the city she experienced.

“When I moved back to Mexico, I hated it,” said 
Diaz, who said she always knew she would return 
to the coast. 

“I remember going to my balcony and seeing 
buildings and seeing the sun going down in be-
tween the buildings, and I was like oh my God, I 
don’t want to be here,” she said.

“I promised myself when I graduate, I am going 
to the beach, what beach I don’t know, but I’m leav-
ing…I don’t like the city.”

Margarita Diaz stands along a street in Tijuana. For three decades she has been fighting to solve the 
city’s sewage crisis. Photo by Madeline Yang.

Smuggler’s Gulch, a canyon collector that receives transboundary flows, is seen here near the border. 
Staff photo by Madeline Yang.
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According to the Downtown San Diego Partner-
ship’s Monthly Unsheltered Count, there were 
1,837 homeless people in downtown San Diego in 
February. 

For 2022, there were 4,106 unsheltered homeless 
people, according to the San Diego Regional Task 
Force on Homelessness.

In Coronado?
The 2022 report found one homeless person.
One. 
That 2022 report would seem to agree with Bai-

ley’s statement.
Yet, that report also shows that Coronado went 

from 16 homeless individuals in 2020, to just one 
last year.

And, another Point in Time count, the annual 
count estimating the number of homeless persons 
in San Diego County, shows that there were only 
six homeless individuals in Coronado in 2016, 
when Bailey was �rst elected.

Geographically protected

While records show there have historically been 
few homeless people in Coronado, there seems 
to be several factors as to why the Crown City 
has managed to escape an issue that has a�ected 
larger communities.  

Bailey said the low number is attributed to “our 
geographic location…and our approach. And that 
approach is making a sincere e�ort to connect 
people with the resources they need to get back on 
their feet.”

With only a few points of entry to Coronado 
including a bridge with no room for pedestrians, 
about 7 miles of highway along Silver Strand be-
tween Coronado and Imperial Beach, and a ferry 
to and from San Diego, there are limited ways to 

get onto the island. 
Miss T.J., a homeless woman living in downtown 

San Diego said that there is no reason for her to 
go to Coronado when she has a stable place on the 
sidewalks of 16th and Market streets. 

“If you just recently lost your job, it makes sense 
to stay [in Coronado]; but it doesn’t make sense for 
me to go over there,” she says. 

But there are those who do make it to Coronado. 

No shelters in Coronado 

City of Coronado spokeswoman Andrea Mc-
Cullough told The Coronado News that 58 home-
less individuals who were found in Coronado in 
2021 were taken to homeless shelters in San Diego.

These homeless shelters include St. Vincent de 
Paul Village, which is located just south of East Vil-
lage in downtown San Diego on Imperial Avenue 
and the Joan Kroc Center, according to Bailey.

There are no shelters in Coronado.

Police approach

In a 2021 Sheltered: Housing Inventory Count 
(HIC) report by the San Diego Regional Task Force 
on the Homeless, the numbers show that around 
20 to 30% of the housing provided for people expe-
riencing homelessness were not being utilized in 
2021.

In an interview with KUSI, Bailey said that, “if 
anyone wanted shelter space, there was shelter 
available for people that legitimately wanted help.” 

These shelter spaces include permanent, emer-
gency and transitional housing. 

According to McCullough, the Coronado Police 
Department has a Psychiatric Emergency Response 
Team (PERT) clinician in Coronado four days a 
week who provides emergency assessments and 
referral for individuals in behavioral health crises.

Coronado’s police o�cers are also trained on 
working with people with mental health challeng-
es, with a speci�c o�cer designated as the Home-
less Liaison O�cer.

That o�cer’s role includes providing a list of as-
sistance programs and other resources to depart-
ment employees, and developing training to assist 
o�cers in understanding current legal and social 
issues related to the homeless, according to the 
police department’s policy manual.
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  NORTH AMERICA’S 

#1SellingWalk-InTub
                    Featuring our Free Shower Package

  Special Offer 
FOR VETERANS!

C
SL

B 
10

82
16

5 
 N

SC
B 

00
82

99
9 

 0
08

34
45

619-349-9208

Now you can finally have all of the 
soothing benefits of a relaxing warm 
bath, or enjoy a convenient refreshing 
shower while seated or standing 
with Safe Step Walk-In Tub’s 
FREE Shower Package!

✓ First walk-in tub available with a 
customizable shower

✓ Fixed rainfall shower head is adjustable 
for your height and pivots t r a 
seated shower option

✓ High-quality tub complete with a 
comprehensive lifetime warranty on 
the entire tub

✓ Top-of-the-line installation and service, 
all included at

Now you can have the best 
of both worlds–there isn’t 
a better, more
walk-in tub!

*Subject to credit approval, with the purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub or Shower. Not applicable with any previous walk-in tub or shower purchase. Interest is billed during the promotional period but all interest 
is waived if the purchase amount is paid before the expiration of the promotional period. There is no minimum monthly payment required during the promotional period. Safe Step Walk-In Tub is neither a broker nor a 

lender. Financing is provided through third-party lenders unaffiliated with Safe Step Walk-In Tub, LLC under terms and conditions arranged directly between the customer and such lender. All subject to credit requirements
and satisfactory completion of finance documents. Any finance terms advertised are estimates only. Offer available in select markets, not available in Canada. Participating dealers only. Other restrictions may apply.

www.YourSafeStep.com

Buy Now, Pay Later! 

NO PAYMENTS FOR 18 MONTHS!*
Plus a Free Shower Package

Get up to 

$750OFF
    for limited time only

Call Today 619-365-4816 and 
receive exclusive savings.

✓ Commercial Grade Non-Slip Floor

✓ Easy-to-reach Shower Wand

✓ Professionally Installed in 1 day

✓ Fold Down Safety Seat

✓ Luxurious 8" Rainfall Shower Head

✓ Ergo L Shaped Grab Bar

✓ Lifetime Warranty

✓ Optional Barrier Free Wheelchair 

Accessible

Discover how a walk-in shower can help reduce the risk of 
falling,giving you the freedom to enjoy your bathroom again.

Shower Safely
and stay in the home you love!
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of purchase. Financing available with approved credit.

Visit YourSafeStep.com today.

Introducing
the

All New
Walk-In
Shower!

Has Coronado 
eliminated homelessness?

Mayor Richard Bailey in Coronado 
Staff photo by Madeline Yang

Coronado Junior Optimist Club throwing Dr. Seuss party on March 25
The Coronado High School Jr. Optimist Club is 

throwing a party for Dr. Seuss, and it’s inviting el-
ementary school-age children to the bash.

The party for the legendy author who penned 
classics such as “Green Eggs and Ham,” “The Cat 
in the Hat,” and “How the Grinch Stole Christmas!” 

will be from 4 to 5 p.m. on March 25 in the Winn 
Room at the Coronado Public Library.

The event is free, and it will include games, prizes 
and activities.

The organizers are asking those who attend to do-
nate a new book or one without much wear.

All books will be donated to the Lindsay School 
for young mothers.

The Junior Optimist Club instills a changemaker 
mindset among young people by encouraging them 
to make a di�erence within Coronado through vari-
ous community service projects.
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We’ve helped thousands of individuals 
resolve crushing tax problems and 
shrink debt to a tiny fraction. 

Proven record of solving State & 
IRS tax problems nationwide.
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Made in the USA
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OFF
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Free Installation

Low Price Guarantee
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» Continued from Page 1

coordinating activities for the Department of De-
fense Education Activity (DoDEA) World Language 
grant team, and providing resources towards an as-
sessment system for Spanish and World languages.

“My colleagues are a really committed group of 
individuals who want to do what’s best for kids and 
who want to constantly improve their skills,” she 
said. “I really couldn’t ask for a better team.” 

Spanish for kindergarten to �©h-grade students 
is something the community has been wanting for 
a while and has been expanded and received really 
well, she said. 

Schmeichel said Rafulus’ vision and passion “help 
us build an innovative and sustainable program that 
will support the next generation of CUSD students 
to become highly engaged global citizens.”

One of the most passionate educators

Coronado High School Principal Karin Mellina, 
another educator involved in the award nomination 
process, considers Rafuls one of the most passion-
ate educators in the district.

And CHS World Language teacher in Spanish 
Megan Probasco nominated Rafuls for the award, 
sharing their helpful colleague relationship.

Probasco said they designed a unit about the 
violations of human rights in both the Spanish and 
French-speaking countries and world when Probas-
co taught AP Spanish and Maylen taught AP French.

“She has just been one of the best coaches for 
me as a new teacher to Coronado High School,” 
she said. “I can ask her anything. She has so many 
ideas.”

Rafuls considers growing CUSD’s world language 
program and valuing multilingualism something 
the state wants, as well as a fantastic experience 
that o�ers students more opportunities beyond the 
classroom.

Additionally, Rafuls, a CLTA member, is a profes-
sional development instructor during the summer 
at University of California, Santa Barbara, where 
she teaches Spanish teachers

‘Job is to learn’

Rafuls believes education is a cra© requiring 
leadership skills and subject areas understanding 
for e�ective teaching.

She said she grew up “a big nerd” in Cuba until 
the age of 10 and while in Miami, she worked really 
hard throughout middle school and high school. 

“Since I was a little girl, I remember I really al-
ways wanted to be a teacher,” she said. “It’s a really 
di�cult career, and anyone who’s a teacher should 

be admired.”
Acknowledging support from academic �gures, 

she points to her parents as her greatest supporters.
“I’m very privileged that my parents really valued 

education,” she said. “They said to me, ‘your job is 
to learn. You have no other job. That is your job.’”

Rafuls graduated from Princeton University with 
a bachelor in comparative literature and a certi�-
cate in translation. A©er college, she was a Peace 
Corps volunteer in West Africa, working with young 
girls educational programs. 

Working for a private school in Washington, 
D.C., she applied to Stanford University where 
she earned a master’s degree in Education for the 
teaching of Spanish. Now she is a PhD candidate in 
Leadership Studies at the University of San Diego.

Fighting isolation among teachers

Rafuls considers isolation the biggest issue 
among educators.

“Providing timTeaxche and opportunities for 
teachers to collaborate is key to bridge a culture 
of isolation that exists in our educational system,” 
she said. “There are already some structures in 
place for that, but it can be really hard…However, 
it is very rewarding when we do get to collaborate 
because the learning is really magni�ed.” 

Another rewarding part of her profession is see-
ing students succeed and believe in themselves, she 
said.

“I just had a student, a freshman, who was accept-
ed on almost a full scholarship to go to France over 
the summer,” she said. “That’s amazing…maybe a 

year ago, he didn’t know he could achieve, and now 
he will be able to do that.”

A shared mission

Rafuls is passionate about improving education 
for all students.

“I’ve always been inspired by the mission of 
Coronado to champion every child every day,” she 
said. “I love how we care about our students, and 
we want them to go far.”

At the beginning of the year, Rafuls attended an 
Equity Conference with 24 other CUSD educators, 
which drew the ire of a small group of parents who 
questioned why the district was spending money 
for this.

“Equity work has been a part of my master’s 
program at Stanford, so I’ve done a lot of work that 
supports equity throughout my teaching career,” 
she said. “One of the things that we learned about 
in the conference and that I have been implement-
ing in the past is equity-based grading.”

Rafuls said schools are no longer punishing 
students for not knowing something and, instead, 
giving them opportunities to grow. 

She recalled one impactful student comment dur-
ing the conference.

“And I quote, ‘grades are no longer a measure of 
social standing and now a measure of learning,’” 
she said. “We can’t fail students for not knowing 
what they don’t know. We have to give them oppor-
tunities to learn.”

She said this means implementing policies where 
students can remediate their work within the scope 
of a class.

Outside the classroom

Rafuls, soon to be married as Mrs. Sullivan, also 
makes time for the things she loves. 

She said her hobbies include going to the beach, 
kayaking, swimming, and stand-up paddleboard-
ing.

Spending time with her �ancé, Joseph Sullivan, 
and two-year-old baby, Joseph Guadalupe Sullivan, 
is something very important in her life, she said. 

Still, she believes in never losing the drive to 
learn. 

“Life gets in the way, so I know that it’s hard,” 
she said. “But if you’re always learning something, 
even if it’s just 10 minutes a day here and there, 30 
minutes a day, it’s going to be very easy.”

Rafuls has completed many of the things on her 
life to-do list, but looks forward to expanding her 
multilingual knowledge.

“I’m taking it just day by day, year by year,” she 
said. “A©er my PhD, I want to learn German.”

FROM ‘BIG NERD’ TO PhD CANDIDATE: CHS outstanding teacher Maylén Raful

Maylén Rafuls inside her office at Coronado High 
School Staff photo by Julieta Soto
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NAVY

Like millions of older Americans, I struggle with mobility. For years, I 
watched my quality of life slip away, as I was forced to stay home while friends 
and family took part in activities I’d once enjoyed. I thought I’d made some 
progress when I got a mobility scooter, but then I realized how hard it was to 
transport. Taking it apart and putting it back together was like doing a jigsaw 
puzzle. Once I had it disassembled, I had to try to put all of the pieces in the 
trunk of a car, go to wherever I was going, and repeat the process in reverse. 
Travel scooters were easier to transport, but they were uncomfortable and 
scary to drive, I always felt like I was ready to tip over. Then I found the So 
LiteTM Scooter. Now there’s nothing that can hold me back.

Years of work by innovative engineers have resulted in a scooter that’s 
designed with seniors in mind. They created Electronic Stability Control (ESC) 
that makes it virtually impossible to tip over. If you try to turn too quickly, the 
scooter automatically slows down to prevent it from tipping over. The battery 
provides powerful energy at a fraction of the weight of most batteries. With 
its rugged yet lightweight aluminum frame, the So LiteTM Scooter is the most 
portable scooter ever—but it can hold up to 275 pounds—yet weighs only 40.8 
pounds without the battery! What’s more, it easily folds up for storage in a car 
seat, trunk or even on an airplane. It folds in seconds without tools and is safe 

and reliable. Best of all, it’s designed with your safety in mind, from the newest 
technology and superior craftsmanship. Why spend another day letting your 
lack of mobility ruin your quality of life? Call now and find out how you can get 
a So LiteTM Scooter of your very own.

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

ALL-NEW mobility technology

Introducing the world’s lightest mobility 
scooter with anti-tip technology
The So LiteTM Scooter is easy to transport 
and almost impossible to tip over.

Why a So LiteTM Scooter is better:
• Latest “No-Tip” 

Technology
• Lightweight yet durable

• Folds and locks 
in seconds

• Easier to operate

© 2022 Journey Health and Lifestyle

Call now Toll-Free 855-242-0259
Please mention code 601624 when ordering.

85
68

4

enjoying life never gets old™mobility | sleep | comfort | safety

Exclusive Electronic Stability 
Control helps prevent tipping

FREE
2 Carry-all bags

(a $38.90 value)

NOW
available in red

Capt. Douglas M. Peterson and Greg Woods participated in a ribbon cutting ceremony on April 25, 2022, officially 
opening NAS Lemoore’s first POV Electric Vehicle Charging Station. Photo by Jessica Nilsson.

Navy, California Energy Commission move 
forward on electric vehicle pilot programs
The California Energy Commission 

earlier this year approved nearly $2 
million for electri�cation programs 
at Navy and Marine Corps installa-
tions in the state.

The CEC in late January approved 
funding for the Navy Electric Ve-
hicle Pilot Program ($414,000) and 
the Electri�cation Blueprint Studies 
($1,500,000) for three Navy and three 
Marine Corps installations. This is 
the �rst execution of projects that the 
Navy began working on with the CEC 
following a Memorandum of Under-
standing signing in December 2021.

“We’re excited to be moving 
forward with these critical energy 
projects at Navy bases throughout 
the Southwest,” said Rear Adm. Brad 
Rosen, commander of Navy Region 
Southwest. 

“Our partnership with the Califor-
nia Energy Commission is unique to 
the Navy, and this forward momen-
tum can only increase the chances 
of similar partnerships becoming 
available in the future.”

The Navy programs receiving this 
funding are:

*Defense Innovation Unit Electric 
Vehicle Pilot: The CEC funds will be 
used to procure and install 10 Level 
2 and four Level 3 chargers at Naval 
Base San Diego for charging personal 
and government vehicles. The Navy 
will measure uptime, usage, duty 
cycle, vehicle types, ratio of govern-
ment to personal vehicles, and max 
charging power

*Electri�cation Blueprints: They 
will be created for three installations 
chosen by Navy Region Southwest 
and three installations chosen by Ma-
rine Corps Installations West: Naval 
Base San Diego, Naval Base Ventura 
County, Naval Air Station Lemoore, 
Marine Corps Base Camp Pendleton, 

Marine Corps Air Station Miramar 
and Marine Corp Air Ground Combat 
Center 29 Palms.

This project will develop speci�c 
transportation electri�cation blue-
prints for each selected base, to 
support the transportation electri�-
cation requirements of their civilian 
and military workforce.

The blueprint will provide quanti-
tative analysis cost bene�t analysis of 

leveraging innovative technologies 
in the electri�cation of transporta-
tion infrastructure, particularly those 
related to vehicle-to-grid integration 
(VGI) and EVSE to grid.

In December 2021, the Navy and 
the CEC agreed to conduct monthly 
conference calls, semi-annual in-per-
son meetings to discuss energy and 
water related issues, utilize working 
groups to review open issues, and 

foster collaboration on mutual inter-
est items in support of each organiza-
tion’s respective goals.

“Energy is critical to the nation and 
to the Navy,” Rosen said, “And we are 
pursuing a deliberate energy strategy 
to reduce our vulnerability in part-
nership with the CEC.”

Story by Brian O’Rourke, Navy Re-
gion Southwest
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USS Midway hosts free public ceremony 
March 29 to honor Vietnam veterans

The 50th anniversary of when the last U.S. 
troops le© Vietnam and the �nal group of Ameri-
can prisoners of war (POWs) were freed and le© 
Hanoi is March 29, and the USS Midway Museum 
is hosting a free public ceremony that day.

The event begins at 9 a.m. and doors will close 
at 9:20 a.m.

The Midway’s special ¤ight-deck commemora-
tion ceremony will feature several guest speakers 
who will describe how their heroic, harrowing 
and heartbreaking experiences during the war 
changed their lives and the lives of their families 
forever, according to organizers.

A special wreath-laying and military ¤yover 
also will highlight the ceremony.

Unlike other wars where the blood of U.S. ser-
vicemembers was spilled, those who fought in 
Vietnam were, for the �rst time our nation’s his-
tory, not welcomed home as the heroes in some 
communities, according to the museum.

A©er �ve decades, it is time that these extraor-
dinary patriots are recognized for their incredi-
ble sel¤ess service and sacri�ce in defense of the 
pillars of freedom that America was built upon, 
organizers said.

While it’s important that all Americans under-
stand that the warrior should never be blamed 
for war, it is equally important to ensure that 
future generations remember the bravery 
and courage they demonstrated on the distant 
battle�elds of Southeast Asia, according to the 
museum.

The USS Midway served from 1945, one week 
a©er the end of World War II, until 1992. It was 
the longest-serving American aircra© carrier of 
the 20th century.

It is located at 910 N. Harbor Drive in down-
town San Diego. The museum is open daily, 
except Thanksgiving and Christmas, from 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m.

USS Midway helps with the evacuation of Saigon in 1975. Photo courtesy of USS Midway Museum.
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SPORTS
CORONADO TRACK AND FIELD 
IN LINE FOR BREAKOUT SEASON
By NICK HANCOCK
The Coronado News

The Coronado High School track and �eld pro-
gram, led by seasoned head coach Cameron Gary, 
has been ramping up its activities in preparation 
for spring meets.

Gary, who joined the Islanders in 2022, is con�-
dent that his team is set to take strides in a positive 
direction this season. 

With only four seniors on the squad, the Islanders 
are a younger team compared to their competition, 
but according to Gary, his athletes have bought into 
the program and its goals in November during pre-
season training.

“The talent level of this year’s team seems to have 
improved substantially over last year’s team,” said 
Gary.

The improvement that is expected out of the Is-
landers this season is partially because the 2022 
squad had to go through what Gary called a “feeling 
out period.” 

He was new to the program, and so were a lot of 
his athletes, but now that the comfort level has in-
creased Gary can implement the experience he’s 
gained from decades in track and �eld.

According to Gary, there are multiple upperclass-
men to keep an eye on this year. 

Key upperclassmen

Senior sprinter Jaden Banner had a breakout sea-
son last year with a personal best in the 400 meters 
race, and he contributed in multiple relays as well.

Banner will be competing with a vengeance this 
season a©er the conclusion to his junior season 
was ruined when he came down with an illness.

“We look for Jaden to show senior leadership and 
take a big step forward in performance this year,” 
said Gary.

Junior Lindsey Balsey, a City League and Divi-
sion 3 CIF champion, is a hurdler for the Islanders 
whose best is still yet to come, according to Gary. 

Balsey ranks sixth in the 300 meters for all of San 
Diego, however she is looking beyond the metro 
area this year and Gary’s hope for her is to qualify 
for state competitions.

Kaden Brown and Cian Eberle, both junior sprint-
ers, are two more athletes Gary recommends keep-
ing an eye on. Both sprinters succumbed to injuries 

last year, but Gary has been pleased with what he’s 
seen from each of them in training. 

Breaking school record?

Rounding out what Gary expects to be an exciting 
bunch this season is the boys 4×100 relay team.

“I fully expect our boys to break the school re-
cord in the 4x100m relay this year. By a consider-
able margin. I believe our speed has improved that 
much,” said Gary.

According to Gary, the program is made up of 
plenty of multisport athletes and the recruiting 
process for new athletes begins with the middle 
school track and �eld team. 

With a school as small as Coronado’s, Gary ex-
plains recruiting athletes from di�erent back-
grounds and age groups is the main way for the Is-
landers to remain competitive with larger schools.

“This allows us the ability to ‘punch above our 

weight,’ relative to other programs,” said Gary. 

Talent has increased

According to Gary, the talent and size of the pro-
gram on both the high school and middle school 
level has substantially increased.

“The majority of our kids are new and less than 
10% are seniors. So the potential for growth in size 
and performance is tremendous,” said Gary.

The Islanders’ �rst meet was March 4, at Mt. Car-
mel High School, with competitions taking place 
on each of the following Saturdays through March.

Meets will continue through April, with league and 
CIF �nals taking place in early May. Gary has high 
hopes for his athletes this season, but he’d be the �rst 
to tell you that the season is a marathon, not a sprint.

“There are many roads to the top of the moun-
tain. The important thing is to reach the summit,” 
said Gary.

Coronado freshman Nate Ayan (21) is one of the 11 freshmen boys to dip under the 5 minute mark for 
the 1,600 meters in San Diego this season. Photo courtesy of George Green.

The Islanders play Otay Ranch on Monday, after starting the season 3-2.
Coronado got a big win on March 8, when the Islanders beat Mater Dei 
Catholic High School 11-1.

That gave the the Islanders their third win in four games, after losing the 
season opener 7-4 to Eastlake, according to MaxPreps.

Coronado second baseman Chance Pettit watches a ball during the fourth inning of a game earlier this season against Eastlake. 
Staff photo by Willem Quigley.

BASEBALL SEASON UNDERWAY
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SPORTS

You can’t always lie down in bed and 
sleep. Heartburn, cardiac problems, 
hip or back aches – and dozens of 
other ailments and worries. Those 
are the nights you’d give anything 
for a comfortable chair to sleep in: 
one that reclines to exactly the right 
degree, raises your feet and legs just 
where you want them, supports your 
head and shoulders properly, and 
operates at the touch of a button.

Our Perfect Sleep Chair® does all 
that and more. More than a chair 
or recliner, it’s designed to provide 
total comfort. Choose your preferred 
heat and massage settings, for hours 
of soothing relaxation. Reading or 
watching TV? Our chair’s recline 
technology allows you to pause the 
chair in an infinite number of settings.
And best of all, it features a powerful 
lift mechanism that tilts the entire 
chair forward, making it easy to stand.
You’ll love the other benefits, too. It 
helps with correct spinal alignment 

and promotes back pressure relief, to 
prevent back and muscle pain. The 
overstu�ed, oversized biscuit style 
back and unique seat design will 
cradle you in comfort. Generously 
filled, wide armrests provide 
enhanced arm support when sitting 
or reclining. It even has a battery 
backup in case of a power outage.

White glove delivery included in 
shipping charge. Professionals will 
deliver the chair to the exact spot in 
your home where you want it, unpack 
it, inspect it, test it, position it, and 
even carry the packaging away!
You get your choice of Luxurious 
and Lasting Miralux, Genuine Italian 
Leather, stain and liquid repellent 
Duralux with the classic leather look, 
or plush MicroLux microfiber, all 
handcrafted in a variety of colors to 
fit any decor. Call now!

855-242-1325
Please mention code 601616.

“To you, it’s the perfect lift chair.
To me, it’s the best sleep chair

I’ve ever had.”
— J. Fitzgerald, VA
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Because each Perfect Sleep Chair is a made-to-order bedding product it 
cannot be returned, but if it arrives damaged or defective, at our option 

we will repair it or replace it.  © 2022 Journey Health and Lifestyle.

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS A+

enjoying life never gets old™mobility | sleep | comfort | safety

Pictured is Luxurious & Lasting Miralux™.
Ask about our 5 Comfort Zone chair.

REMOTE-CONTROLLED 
EASILY SHIFTS FROM FLAT TO 

A STAND-ASSIST POSITION

Now available in a variety 
of colors, fabrics and sizes. 

MicroLux™  Microfiber
breathable & amazingly soft

Long Lasting DuraLux™
stain & liquid repellent

Burgundy Tan Chocolate Blue 

Genuine Italian Leather
classic beauty & style

Chestnut

Miralux™
luxurious & lasting

Light Gray Saddle Chocolate

3CHAIRS
IN ONE:

SLEEP/RECLINE/LIFT

OVER
100,000 

SOLD 

OVER
100,000 

SOLD 

Throughout the ages, there have 
been many important advances in 
mobility.  Canes, walkers, rollators, 
and scooters were created to help 
people with mobility issues get around 
and retain their independence. Lately, 
however, there haven’t been any 
new improvements to these existing 
products or developments in this field.
Until now.  Recently, an innovative 
design engineer who’s developed 
one of the world’s most popular 
products created a completely new 
breakthrough . . . a personal electric 
vehicle. It’s called the Zinger, and 
there is nothing out there quite like it.

“What my wife especially loves is 
it gives her back feelings of safety 
and independence which has given 
a real boost to her confidence and 
happiness!  Thank You!” 

–Kent C., California

The first thing you’ll notice about 
the Zinger is its unique look.  It 
doesn’t look like a scooter.  Its sleek, 
lightweight yet durable frame is made 
with aircraft grade aluminum so it 
weighs only 47.2 lbs. It features one-
touch folding and unfolding – when 
folded it can be wheeled around 
like a suitcase and fits easily into a 

backseat or trunk. Then, there are 
the steering levers.  They enable the 
Zinger to move forward, backward, 
turn on a dime and even pull right up 
to a table or desk.  With its compact 
yet powerful motor it can go up to 
6 miles an hour and its rechargeable 
battery can go up to 8 miles on a 
single charge.  With its low center 
of gravity and inflatable tires it can 
handle rugged terrain and is virtually 
tip-proof.  Think about it, you can take 
your Zinger almost anywhere, so you 
don’t have to let mobility issues rule 
your life. 

Why take our word for it? Call now, 
and find out how you can get a Zinger
of your very own.

Call now and receive a utility basket 
absolutely FREE with your order. 

855-241-9679
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The Zinger folds to a mere 10 inches.

10”

Once in a lifetime, a product comes along 
that truly  moves people.  Introducing the 
future of battery-powered personal 
transportation . . . The Zinger.

Available in 
Green, Black and 

Blue (shown)

The Zinger and Zoomer Chairs are personal electric vehicles and are not medical devices 
nor wheelchairs. They are not intended for medical purposes to provide mobility to 

persons restricted to a sitting position. They are not covered by Medicare nor Medicaid.
© 2022 Journey Health and Lifestyle

Now available in 
a Joystick model

(Zoomer Chair)  

Joystick can be mounted on the right or left side 
for rider’s comfort 

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS A+

enjoying life never gets old™mobility | sleep | comfort | safety

The Invention of the Year
The world’s lightest and most portable mobility device

Please mention code 601449 when ordering 

San Diego St. Aztecs going dancing again
The Associated Press

The San Diego State men’s basketball team re-
ceived the �©h seed in the South Region and will 
face 12th-seeded College of Charleston in the �rst 
round of the NCAA Tournament.

The Aztecs (27-6), who earned the Mountain 
West’s automatic bid a©er winning the league’s 
tournament, received the bid Sunday for the “Big 
Dance” and will meet the Cougars (31-3) on Thurs-
day at Amway Center in Orlando, Florida.

This is SDSU’s 18th overall NCAA Tournament 
appearance, 15th at the Division I level, 10th in the 
last 14 years, and fourth in the six seasons since 
head coach Brian Dutcher took over the reigns of 
the program, according to SDSU.

(The Aztecs were 30-2 in 2019-20, but the NCAA 
Tournament was canceled because of the corona-
virus pandemic).

San Diego State captured the Mountain West reg-
ular season with a 15-3 record, and then beat Colo-
rado State (64-61), San Jose State (64-49) and Utah 
State (62-57) at the Mountain West Championship 
last week for its seventh Mountain West tourna-
ment title.

College of Charleston on hot streak

College of Charleston, meanwhile, earned the 
Colonial Athletic Association’s automatic bid for 
the NCAA tournament by beating UNCW, 63-58, in 
the championship game on March 7.

The Cougars have won their last 10 games and 
have set a CAA record with 31 victories on the sea-
son.

 The winner of No. 5 San Diego State and No. 12 
College of Charleston will square o� in the second 
round with the winner of No. 4 Virginia (25-7) and 
No. 13 Furman (27-7) on Saturday, March 18.

The Aztecs and Cougars have met once before 
with SDSU winning, 72-52, in the opening game of 
the Wooden Legacy on Nov. 28, 2013 in Fullerton, 
California.

Mountain West title game

The Aztecs on Saturday held Utah State without 
a �eld goal for nearly nine minutes, changing the 
tenor of the game as San Diego State rallied to 
win.

The Aztecs (27-6) claimed their Mountain West-
record seventh tournament title, and second in 
three years.

This also was their conference-record 15th ap-
pearance in the title game.

This was the fourth time in the last �ve years the 
teams have played each other in the Mountain West 
championship game.

Utah State won the 2019 and 2020 title games, and 
San Diego State went home with the 2021 trophy.

Boise State temporarily ended the monopoly last 
season by beating the Aztecs 53-52.

Tournament MVP Matt Bradley scored 16 points 
for San Diego State and Jaedon LeDee had 13 points 
and 10 rebounds. Half of LeDee’s rebounds came 
on the o�ensive end.

San Diego State players and coach Brian Dutcher, bottom center, celebrate their victory over Utah 
State for the men’s Mountain West Tournament basketball championship Saturday, March 11, 2023, in 
Las Vegas. (AP Photo/Steve Marcus)

Lamont Butler of San Diego State battles for the 
ball during the Mountain West championship.
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LIFE ON THE ISLAND

The Associated Press

“I’m jealous you get to meet her,” an employee 
working behind the scenes at a recent press op-
portunity for “Daisy Jones & the Six” told some 
journalists.

The “her” in question was not Riley Keough, the 
star of the Amazon limited series, or any of the 
show’s other female stars. It was Taylor Jenkins 
Reid, the bestselling author behind a celebrity-in-
fused, decades-spanning literary universe su�used 
with glitz and grit: “The Seven Husbands of Evelyn 
Hugo,” “Daisy Jones,” “Malibu Rising” and “Carrie 
Soto is Back.”

“Daisy Jones,” debuting Friday on Prime Video, 
is the �rst Reid adaptation to hit the screen and 
others are in the works.

Reid and her husband, Alex, adapted an early 
book, “One True Loves,” which stars Phillipa Soo 
and Simu Liu and opens April 7. She’s also written 
a screenplay with her best friend, which Kay Can-
non (“Pitch Perfect”) is slated to direct.

Reid says she always knew she wanted to work 
in Hollywood and calls writing books “a happy ac-
cident.” She originally moved out to Los Angeles to 
work in casting but when she wrote her �rst novel, 
“Forever Interrupted,” she knew that was what she 
was meant to do.

“I found this piece of myself I never anticipated,” 
she says. Now, to have Hollywood come calling for 
her work, Reid says, is “really fun.”

Reid spoke with The Associated Press about the 
future of her book series, the intertwining threads 
and the status of that “Evelyn Hugo” adaptation. 

The transcript has been condensed for brevity.

AP: You’ve said that your most recent novel, 
“Carrie Soto is Back,” is the last in your series of 
books about celebrities. Is that true?

It’s not something that I come to easily. I ache to 
return to this world. I ache to return to each one 
of these books. I miss them when I’m done with 
them. And they never feel like they never feel over 
for me. It always feels like an opportunity to go 
back to them is so welcome.

But I have likened it a little bit to, you know, it’s 
senior year of high school and .. it’s important that 
we go expand and do other things and �nd new 
challenges. That is what I am planning to do. It is 

not because I’m ready to go as much as I just know 
it’s time.

AP: The character of Mick Riva, a playboy, 
smooth-talking crooner shows up in each of those 
books. Why?

First and foremost, I write about women and I’m 
interested in women, but women are very a�ected 
by the decisions of men and a lot of time women 
are le© holding the bag. When men make the 
decisions that they do, that they sort of escape un-
scathed. There are a lot of men in our culture who 
keep making pretty big mistakes, and it doesn’t 
stick to them, but there are women behind those 
men dealing with the consequences of those men’s 
actions.

While I do write about women, I wanted to put 
forth a man who gets away with it. I know people 
hate him. And I know when they see his name 
in books, they get mad. But I want you to be mad 
because there are many, many, many Mick Rivas 
in the world. I think we would all do well to look 
out and see if we can spot any of them, because 
they’re getting away with a lot and they’re allowing 
the women around them to be the one to pick up 
the pieces, whether it’s whether it’s Nina Riva or 
it’s Evelyn Hugo or it’s Daisy Jones at a party or it’s 
Javier Soto �nally being the person who calls them 
out.

Not every man is Mick Riva, but there are a lot of 
Mick Rivas in the world.

AP: Do you agree that there was a change in tone 
to your writing from “Evelyn Hugo” on? If so, was 
it intentional?

Absolutely. I’m not sure it was intentional as 
much as it was honestly not too similar to how I 
feel now with the end of “Carrie Soto.” It was just 
time. I want to tackle new and di�erent things, 
and it’s really wonderful when you �nd this pocket 
of creativity where you feel like, “Oh, I can live in 
this space for a little while and I can tell a lot of 
stories here,” but I never want to stay at the party 
too long.

AP: “The Seven Husbands of Evelyn Hugo” blew 
up, in large part due to readers on TikTok posting 
about it. What was that experience like for you?

You probably heard about it before me, because 

what happened to me was I’m sitting at my com-
puter. I get an email from my agent with the New 
York Times list, and she’s like, “‘Evelyn Hugo’ just 
made The New York Times.” I yelled in my o�ce 
and my husband comes rushing in … and I’m like, 
“I must be misunderstanding this, right? Can you 
read this?”

The book had come out many, many years be-
fore and had not hit the list when it �rst came out. 
My husband read it and he’s like, “Nope, I think 
this is real. I think you’re understanding this.” It 
took us probably two weeks to �gure out how it 
had happened. Everyone kept going, “What led to 
this bump?” And I’m like, “I don’t know.” Then my 
manager, Brad, he goes, “I think it was something 
called BookTok.” I was like, “What’s that?” And 
he started showing me that there were all these 
young women talking about “Evelyn Hugo” on Tik-
Tok. I felt very seen because I’m very, very proud 
of that book and to have it take o� with readers, 
especially young women, just felt really good.

AP: Net�ix is adapting “Evelyn Hugo” into a 
�lm. Did you ever wonder how they’re going to �t 
a story of a woman who had seven husbands into 
a movie?

I did. Then I read the script and I’m not con-
cerned, but I get it. I understand. It’s not dissimilar 
to the experience on “Daisy Jones.” You have to 
pick the right people and trust them. Liz Tigelaar, 
who wrote the script, is a phenomenal talent, and 
I said, “I don’t know how you’re going to do this. 
I think you need to condense the story.” And she 
said, “No, I don’t.” … And then she turns in the 
script and I was like, “I was wrong. You were right. 
You got it.”

AP: During the height of the pandemic you also 
wrote a screenplay with your best friend Ashley — 
who was not a writer prior to this — sold it, and 
Kay Cannon will direct. Not everyone would take a 
chance like that.

I grew up with very little, and I have so much 
more than I ever dreamed. I never thought people 
would read my books at this rate. I never thought 
that Hollywood would come calling. I have been 
so blessed that if all I’m doing is taking that in and 
I’m not using that light to bounce it on others, I’m 
not sure why I’m doing this.

Taylor Jenkins Reid writes her 
own Hollywood success story

Taylor Jenkins Reid, author of the novel “Daisy Jones and the Six,” poses for a portrait at the Four Seasons Hotel in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello)

Lamb’s announces another extension of “R-E-S-P-E-C-T”
The Lamb’s Players Theater, which 

opened its 2023 season in January 
with “R-E-S-P-E-C-T,” has extended a 
celebration of 1960s divas and singers 
through April 9.

“We’ve had an outstanding re-
sponse, so have decided to extend 
this new musical,” said Producing Ar-
tistic Director Robert Smyth.

Lamb’s Associate Artistic Direc-
tor Kerry Meads and Associate Art-
ist Vanda Eggington created the new 
piece. a©er developing previous 
hits “BOOMERS” and “AMERICAN 
RHYTHM,” Smyth said.

The cast for “R-E-S-P-E-C-T” in-
cludes Angela Chatelain Avila, Caitie 
Grady, Rebecca Jade, Janaya Ma-
healani Jones, Sydney Joyner and Joy 
Yandell.

Tickets range from $38 to $92, de-
pending on the day of the week and 
the theatre’s seating section. And dis-
counts are available for seniors (66+) 
and veterans.

There also are half-price tickets 
available for active duty military, 
youth (ages 5 – 17), and young adults 
(18 – 34) who join the theatre’s free 
Under 35 Club.

Lamb’s has presented performanc-
es since opening its �rst resident 
stage in 1978, in National City.

The company spent 17 seasons 
there and has become the region’s 
third largest not-for-pro�t profes-
sional theatre company a©er the Old 
Globe and the La Jolla Playhouse, ac-
cording to the theater. The organiza-
tion moved to Coronado in 1994.

The Lamb’s Players Theatre opened its 2023 season with “R-E-S-P-E-C-T.” 
Photo from Lamb’s Players Theatre Facebook Page.
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 REAL ESTATE
RESOURCE CENTER 

I NEED TO KNOW:

VISIT ADDRESSCORONADO.COM
 TO GET REAL ANSWERS

• Are home prices going to keep coming down?

• Is it a good time to buy with these mortgage rates?

• How long will it take to sell my house?

• Should I just wait to see what’s going to happen?
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Call for your FREE window diagnosis: 619-365-8214

W I N D O W S  &  D O O R S

W I N D O W &  D O O R 
R E P L AC E M E N T 

M A D E  E A SY T M

**Valid with the purchase of 4 or more windows. Not valid on previous orders. Valid on initial consultation only. Valid on purchases made between March 1, 2023 and March 31, 2023. 0% APR for 18 months available to well qualified buyers on approved credit only. Finance charges will be waived if promo balance is paid in full in 18 months. Down payment may be required, 
OAC, see representative for details. Current federal tax credits for certain energy-efficient improvements to existing homes have been extended. Full details on Federal Tax Credits can be found in the IRS publication, Section 25C of the Internal Revenue Code. Qualifying products can also be found by visiting the Energy Star website https://www.energystar.gov/products/res_win-
dows_doors_skylights.com ©2023 Dreamstyle Remodeling of California, LLC. Lic. 995160 B

PLUS WITH OR

$300
OFF
EVERY WINDOW

$800
OFF

EVERY PATIO DOOR

LOW MONTHLY
PAYMENTS

NO NONO
MONEY DOWN PAYMENTS INTEREST

MONTHS18 OFFER 
ENDS 

MARCH 
31ST

Plus
UP TO $1,200 

 TAX CREDIT*

• Superior Quality Products:
We offer exceptional quality windows and doors with a variety of features and 
benefits: exceptional energy efficiency, superior design and color options.   

• Unbeatable Customer Service:                             
At Dreamstyle Remodeling, we handle the entire process, from the initial 
consultation through to our expert installation. Our goal is to deliver the best 
home improvement experience of your life and it’s our #1 priority. Check out 
our 4.8 stars with over 12,848+ online reviews from homeowners across the 
Western U.S. on Google, Facebook, Houzz and more.

S H O W E R S  A N D  B A T H S

SALE WILL LAST UNTIL MARCH 31ST

You’ll have the
 BEST LUCK

with DREAMSTYLE 
REMODELING your shower

 BEST LUCK
with DREAMSTYLE 

With a huge variety of design options and 
materials, you can count on your new shower by 
Dreamstyle Remodeling will be clean, safe and 

virtually maintenance free!

$1,000 OFF
DREAMSTYLE SHOWER SYSTEM

SALE WILL LAST UNTIL MARCH 31ST

SAVE A LOT 
OF GREEN

SHOWER SALE

NO PAYMENTS, INTEREST,
MONEY DOWN or

18 MONTHS
LOW MONTHLY PAYMENTS**To schedule a FREE consultation

CALL TODAY 619-365-8065

We Can Install
Your New Shower
AS SOON
AS NEXT 
WEEK!*

Dreamstyle Remodeling was founded in 1989 
and today thrives as one of the largest home 
remodeling companies in the country.

Dreamstyle Remodeling has more than 60,000 
delighted customers across the western United 
States.

Dreamstyle employs over 500 people and has 
locations in five western states: Arizona, 
California,  Idaho, New Mexico, and Western Texas.

Quick Facts About
Dreamstyle Remodeling

Harvard University Joint Centers for Housing, 
Remodeling Futures Program Steering 
Committee | October 2013 – Present

Mentor - Stanford University Latino 
Entrepreneurship Leadership Program 
| October 2016 - Present

Stanford University Latino Entrepreneurship 
Leadership Program Completion | June 2016

Synchrony Financial Advisory Board 
| September 2010 - Present

Featured in Wells Fargo Bank 
Annual Report | 2015

Featured in Google’s Economic Impact Report 
| 2016 (upcoming)

A�liations

We are top-rated on the 
leading review sites:

Arizona • California • Idaho • New Mexico • West Texas

Dreamstyle Remodeling provides full-scale custom 
home remodeling and is the exclusive provider of 
Renewal by Andersen windows and patio doors, Four 
Seasons Sunrooms & Patio Covers, Jacuzzi & Cal Spas, 
Blaze King Stoves & Fireplace Inserts, and several other 
home improvement products and brands in New Mexico.

ACCREDITED BUSINESS

A+ Rating

++++++++++ ++++++++++ +++++
4.8 STARS WITH OVER 12,848+ ONLINE REVIEWS

*Variable lead times on select hardware and accessories. Projects installed as soon as next week available for limited color and options, while supplies last. Other restrictions may apply. See design consultant for details.**On Approved Credit. Based on approval of 18 months, No Interest, No Payments 
with installations completed in 2023. Valid on initial consultation only, with purchase of any complete Dreamstyle Shower System. Not valid with any other offers or previous orders. Offer ends 3/31/23. Offer subject to change without notice. ©2023 Dreamstyle Remodeling of California, LLC. Lic. 
995160 B

materials, you can count on your new shower by 
SAVE A LOT 
OF GREEN

SHOWER SALE




