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By MADELINE YANG
The Coronado News

In keeping with the news from the 
last several days, the City Council 
meeting on Dec. 19 saw a recogni-
tion of Coronado’s Police Chief Chuck 
Kaye as he steps down from his role 
and retires in January of 2024. 

A line of service members stand at 
the back of the room, lining the coun-
cil chambers with dark blue uniforms.
Councilmembers, the city manager, 

the mayor and a 
few members of 
the community in-
cluding Fire Chief 
Jayson Summers 
thanked Kaye for 
his service to the 
city of Coronado.

“Chuck’s always 
been there for 
me,” Summers says, warning Kaye 
not to cry otherwise he might as well. 
“I don’t think I called him once that he 

didn’t pick up a�er one or two rings. 
It’s been a tremendous partnership.”

Kaye accepted the key to the city 
from Mayor Richard Bailey before 
saying a few words, emotion rising to 
the surface for just a few moments.

“I would just like to make sure that 
everybody understands that the cops 

have done everything they can for 
y’all and they try to do it every day,” 
Kaye says. “I really have enjoyed it 
and that’s what I will remember most, 
is being a part of the community.”

Other council action

The rest of the city council meeting 
saw an update from Port Commis-
sioner Frank Urtasun and a review 

By SOFIE FRANSEN
The Coronado News

Bright and early on Dec. 21, U.S. 
Rep. Scott Peters visited the Optimist 
Club of Coronado’s weekly meeting 
as a guest speaker. 

Peters serves California’s 50th Con-
gressional District, which includes 
the cities of Coronado, San Marcos, 
Escondido and coastal San Diego.

At the meeting, he touched on the 
four economies that power this re-
gion: military, tourism, technology 
and the border, speci�cally focusing 
on the border sewage pollution.

The Coronado News earlier this 
year published a �ve-part series that 
examined decades of broken prom-
ises by U.S. and Mexican o�cials to 
end the continual sewage �ow from 
rapidly growing Tijuana. Further, the 
public health crisis continues to cause 
widespread illnesses on both sides of 
the border, including to U.S. Border 
Patrol Agents and Navy SEALs.

In a recent letter, Peters, along with 
other California Representatives and 
former Navy SEALs urged leaders 
of the U.S. House of Representatives 
and U.S. Senate to include President 
Biden’s $310 million supplemental 
budget request to repair the South 
Bay International Wastewater Treat-
ment Plant (SBIWTP) in an upcoming 
funding package. 

Peters said they worked really hard 
to get the president to ask for it, and 
President Biden did. 

“We’ve got the whole delegation 
and a lot of Californians to support 
it,” Peters said to the Optimists and 
visitors. “Everybody who’s running 
for senate can spell Coronado and 
sewage, which is good. We’ve got, 
also, three Navy SEALs who are su-
per conservative Republicans to help 

By JULIETA SOTO
The Coronado News

TIJUANA, Mexico – It’s late No-
vember and inside a Mariscos res-
taurant beside the Malecón of Playas 
de Tijuana, or the famous boardwalk 
bordering the US-Mexico fence lim-
its, is a group of 20 or so locals gath-
ering to discuss the ongoing bina-
tional sewage water crisis.

Their special guest speaker is Lau-
ra Silvan, a longtime environmental-
ist and founder of Proyecto Fronter-
izo de Educación Ambiental.

Grupo Madrugadores de Playas 
de Tijuana A.C. kicks o¦ their last 
weekly meeting of the month with 
attendees singing in unison their 
hymn and declaring a shared mis-
sion: “Queremos una ciudad sana y 
alegre en la que se mantenga con-
stantemente el orgullo de radicar en 
ella.” [We want a healthy and happy 
city in which the pride of living in it 
is consistently maintained.]

This group of Mexican citizens, 
who deeply love their country and 
community, have the same wants – a 
clean, Paci�c Ocean that’s not pol-
luted from sewage – as residents in 
Coronado and Imperial Beach.

The Coronado News, as part of its 
ongoing investigation into the Tijuana 
sewage crisis, spent two days in Tijua-

na to learn from the group and give a 
snapshot into the lives of individuals 
who live about 30 minutes across the 
border who are severely a¦ected by 
an environmental crisis that has ex-
isted since the Great Depression.

While locals and tourists have be-
come severely ill and complained 
about closed beaches in Coronado 
and Imperial Beach because of the 
sewage �owing from Tijuana, they 
— in nearly all cases — at least have 
running water and sewer pipes 
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Neighbors in Los Laureles connect to water pipes on a weekly basis. 
Staff photo by Madeline Yang.

‘We struggle… we grab 
water from a pipe’

AS PART OF OUR INVESTIGATION INTO THE SEWAGE CRISIS, 
WE SPENT TIME IN TIJUANA TO SEE HOW RESIDENTS COPE

Trash and flows in Los Laureles, Mexico, that eventually end up in the U.S. through tunnels. Staff photo by Julieta Soto.

» Continued on Page 8 » Continued on Page 11

» Continued on Page 7

A new documentary 
explores something deeper: 
It’s a personal look into the 
lives of Tijuana and San 
Diego County residents, and 
how this issue is so much 
more than just sewage 
systems failing. PAGE 8

Watch “Promises, Promises: 
The Tijuana Sewage Crisis” 
at thecoronadonews.com/
tijuana-sewage-crisis.

Congressman 
Scott Peters 
speaks at 
Optimist Club 

U.S. Rep. Scott Peters spoke at the 
Dec. 21 Optimist Club meeting. 
Staff photo by Sofie Fransen.

Community gives thanks to retiring Police Chief Chuck Kaye

Kaye

INSIDE
Saying goodbye to Police Chief 
Chuck Kaye. PAGE 7
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4 • thursday

Author Dale Halaway will present his 
book “Being Called to Change” in 
the Winn Room of the public library 
from 3 p.m. to 4 p.m. “Being Called 
to Change,” is an opportunity for 
introspection and to create a plan 
for your New Year’s resolutions that 
may be applied to understand the 
nature of change, how to recognize 
when it’s knocking on your door and 
then embrace change in your life.
Contact wfitjet@gmail.com for more 
information.

7 • sunday

Art in the Park features more than fifty 
top artists in every genre including 
oil, acrylic and watercolor painting, 
etching, photography, wood and 
metal working, stained glass, ceramics 
and a variety of other unusual and 
distinctive art forms. The artists whose 
work is on display reside throughout 
San Diego County. Many are 
represented in galleries and specialty 
shops throughout the San Diego area.

Library Holiday Closures: 

The Library will be open its regular 
hours on Dec. 31, and be closed on 
Jan. 1. Tinker Tuesday, the after-
school STEAM program that takes 
place weekly at 3:30 on Tuesdays, is 
going on a holiday hiatus. Dec. 19 was 
the last Tinker Tuesday before the 
holidays. The program will resume on 
Tuesday, Jan. 9.

this week

For news tips, story submissions 
and letters to the editor, 
contact Editor Craig Harris at 
craig@thecoronadonews.com 
or 619-539-9738

To advertise contact Ad 
Executive Braeden Stegman at 
braeden@thecoronadonews.com

CONTACT US

Meet Tulip, a cat with quiet charm
Coronado News staff

Tulip is a master of the slow reveal.
She may take some time to warm 

up to new people, but the patience is 
well worth it, says PAWS of Coronado.

Once you earn her trust, you’ll be re-
warded with a bond that’s as beautiful 
as the most vibrant spring blossoms. 
Tulip’s a¦ection is a treasure reserved 
for those who truly understand and 
appreciate her quiet charm.

If you’re seeking a cat who em-
bodies elegance, mystery and a 
touch of independence, Tulip is the 
perfect choice.

All of the animals at PAWS are 
spayed/neutered, microchipped, 
vaccinated, and up-to-date on �ea-
preventative. Adoptions are by ap-
pointment only. If you are interest-
ed in adopting any of these animals, 
please www.pawsofcoronado.org.

Meet Tulip, the pet of the week. 
She’s at PAWS of Coronado. Photo 
courtesy of PAWS

From the community

Coronado School of the Arts 
(CoSA) senior Isabella Pruter was 
awarded the highest category of 
‘Winner with Distinction’ medal-
lion in the Theater/Musical catego-
ry of the 2024 YoungArts national 
competition, according to the Coro-
nado Uni�ed School District.

Pruter is a four-year CoSA Musi-
cal Theatre and Drama conserva-
tory student.

“It’s surreal for me, and I’m so 
grateful and honored. I actually got 
the call while I was on an airplane 
coming back from college audi-
tions,” said Pruter.

CoSA acting teacher Kim Strass-
burger, who worked with Pruter on 
her application which

included one monologue and two 
songs, said she was proud of Pruter.

“The YoungArts winner with dis-
tinction award is extraordinarily 
prestigious for high school theater; 
it’s one of the most important recog-
nitions there are,” Strassburger said.

The winner with distinction cat-
egory recognizes the best of the 
best, students whose work “dem-

onstrates exceptional technique; 
a strong, sophisticated, nuanced, 
and clear artistic point of view; and 
a depth of thinking/performance 
that far exceeds the level of peers at 
this career stage.”

Winners are chosen by esteemed 
discipline-speci�c panels of artists 
through a rigorous blind adjudica-
tion process.

The annual YoungArts awards 
are highly competitive and attract 
the best young artists (ages 15-18 or 
grades 10-12) in the nation. Nearly 
700 winners were selected from 
more than 9,000 applications across 
10 artistic disciplines.

As part of the recognition, for 
the duration of their careers, win-
ners are eligible for exclusive cre-
ative and professional development 
support; microgrants and �nancial 
awards; presentation opportunities 
in collaboration with major ven-
ues and cultural partners nation-
wide; and access to YoungArts Post, 
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Your Partner in Wellness
Imagine a healthier you, with the experts at Sharp Coronado Hospital by your side.

Our personalized weight-loss program can help you find relief from weight-related 
conditions, such as chronic joint pain.  

Get one-on-one support with a registered dietitian, who will partner with you to 
develop a weight-loss plan that meets your individual needs. Plus, our accountability 
coaches and support groups will help you stay on track to reaching your goals.

Start your path to better health at sharp.com/healthylivingcenter.

PET OF THE WEEK

STUDENT OF THE WEEK

Coronado’s Isabella Pruter wins 
‘Winner with Distinction’ medallion

» Continued on Page 11

Coronado School of the Arts 
senior, Isabella Pruter, was 
awarded the highest category 
medallion in the Theater/Musical 
category of the 2024 YoungArts 
national competition. Pruter is a 
four-year CoSA Musical Theatre 
and Drama conservatory student. 
Photo courtesy of CUSD. 



www.TheCoronadoNews.com 12.29.23 • The Coronado News • 3

Never Worry About Charging 
Your Golf Cart Again

OUR STORY

“Once Upon A Time” my son and I were discussing solar systems over lunch. Being licensed 
electricians, we were familiar with Solar Applications and its advantages.

After conducting a fair amount of research, we determined that Solar Technology had advanced 
to the point that adding a Solar Panel to the roof of a golf cart could significantly add to the travel 
range, as well as several other advantages including Green Movement Tax Credits.

I had recently moved to a golf cart community and purchased a cart of my own, after installing the 
best and most powerful system available, the concept of installing Solar Panels on golf carts was 
conceived.

We began spreading the word to our friends who owned electric carts and began installing Solar 
Panels on their carts in our spare time out of our garage in Oceanside, CA. Due to the publicized 
acceptance and popularity in Beach Communities of San Diego County, we decided to expand the 
business even further.  Many 
beach cities have permitted the 
use of golf carts in 35 mph zones 
and are expanding Bike Lanes 
to 7 feet wide to accommodate 
their use.

So, there you have it. There is 
more to the story and we would 
love to discuss it with you while 
we install your Solar Panels on 
your cart.

We took the concept of Green 
Solar Energy and put it to 
practical use to lessen the 
carbon footprint.  

We look forward to meeting you 
soon. 

Richard Stachowicz
Ride All Day Solar Carts
Owner and Coronado Resident

ENVIRONMENTAL BENEFITS 

Make the Earth Happy. Solar energy is clean. No carbon dioxide is released into the atmosphere as it is when batteries 
are plugged into the wall to charge. Similarly, no fossil fuels are consumed as they are in gas-powered golf carts. The 
sun’s energy is both clean and renewable. With their renewable, clean energy and lack of generated pollution, solar 
charged golf carts are an Earth-friendly option. You can help ensure that golf courses will be around for a very long time. 

FINANCIAL BENEFITS 

While it can be costly up front to buy a solar-powered golf cart or convert your existing cart to solar, in the long run, you 
might save money. You might be eligible for cost incentives offered to people who go solar. Some programs include: 

• Federal tax credits 
• Federal grants 
• State and local utility tax credits 
• Rebates 

Together, these can help make solar power an affordable option for your golf cart. Additionally, you will likely save quite 
a bit of money on your electricity bill without having an electric vehicle drawing from your home’s electricity supply. 
Individuals aren’t the only ones who benefit monetarily from solar power. When entire golf courses convert their fleets to 
solar-powered vehicles, they can slash their annual charging costs by about 20 percent. Whether you want to enhance 
the performance of your golf cart, help the environment, or save money in the long run, you’re sure to benefit from 
changing your power to the sun. 

W I N T E R  S P E C I A L
$1,495 installed!

www.ridealldaysolarcarts.com
Calls:  619-943-5585   •   Texts:  619-436-6355
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OPINION

The Coronado News gladly accepts Op-Eds and Letters to the Editor. Please send them to Editor Craig Harris at craig@thecoronadonews.com.

OP-ED

The Coronado News reporters 
share their year in review

Just under a year ago, The Coronado News �rst launched a 24-hour 
news website and direct-mail free newspaper in Coronado. 

Over the course of this past year, the three reporters, Madeline Yang, 
Julieta Soto and So�e Fransen, along with other interns, have covered 
everything including the city government, schools, local events, busi-

ness, entertainment, sports and the Navy.   
In addition, The Coronado News for all of 2023 has investigated a nearly 

century-long legacy of broken promises by U.S. and Mexican o�cials that 
have resulted in millions of gallons of raw sewage �owing regularly into the 
Paci�c Ocean.

The Coronado News’ reporting is honest, fair and objective. While the 
reporters have spent the year researching, understanding and informing the 
community about these topics, the three of them can all agree that they are 
the ones who have been the most impacted—by the community and the les-
sons they’ve learned along the way. 

Each of The Coronado News reporters— Madeline Yang, Julieta Soto and 
So�e Fransen— would like to say thank you to the community for open-
ing up their home, sharing their stories and giving The Coronado News a 
chance.

It has been a great year, and this is just the beginning.

Madeline Yang covers the 
City of Coronado and the 
Navy. 

This was a transformative year for me. I hon-
estly could not have asked for a better year, 
and I’m not just saying that. Coronado had a 

lot to do with it. 
Creating my �rst ever documentary on the 

Tijuana sewage issue, putting together a podcast 
episode with Bill Walton on the homeless crisis, 
spending the night on the Carl Vinson aircra� car-
rier and being �own out on an Osprey; those are 
all things I’ve done for The Coronado News and 
they’re easy to be proud of — and I am. But what 
stands out to me more than the exciting things I’ve 
been able to be a part of while doing this job is get-
ting to feel the heartbeat of the community. 

I cover the City of Coronado and the U.S. Navy’s 
presence on the island. My full-time job is to listen 
to Coronado and what goes on every single day. 
And I’ve learned that this community cares, cares 
to sit through a �ve hour city council meeting about 
their park, cares to submit thousands of comments 
about something new happening in their city, cares 
to �ght for the city they’ve chosen as their home. 

I’ve learned that it’s mutual. The city cares 
about its people; the mayor and council members 
involve the residents, meeting with them individu-
ally, validating their experiences on this island. 

I haven’t been here long, so I don’t personally un-
derstand the full story. What I know is what I’ve seen 
from writing stories about Jamie McArthur from the 
KMAC Foundation, talking to Christine Stokes from 
the Coronado Historical Association and sitting 
through almost every single city council meeting.

I know what it means to be a journalist covering 
a small but proud town. I aim to be objective and 
to tell it as it is; we are the news a�er all. 

So, even though I’m new (and thank you for hav-
ing me) and don’t know the full story, I can’t wait 
to get to meet the hundreds of other people from 
both sides of the story who I’ll have the pleasure of 
covering, and hopefully piece together the anato-
my of this beautiful city’s beating heart.

Julieta Soto covers 
the school board and 
the sewage crisis. 

As we bid farewell to 2023, I would like 
to express my gratitude to the entire 
Coronado community for the opportu-

nity to learn more about what I have come to 
learn as a close-knit community that places 
importance on the things they care about. 

In reporting for The Coronado News, I 
have learned what it means to show up for 
oneself and one’s village, motivating my 
desire to continue discovering what ignites 
the personal and shared passions across the 
island. 

From the local activists working towards 
clean and open beaches in Coronado, to 
the coaches and students that work hard to 
be the best athletes and set new records, to 
passionate educators and community mem-
bers at the regular school board meetings 
I have covered in the past months, I have 
witnessed commitment and responsibility to 
our future.

A hearty thank you too to the communi-
ties of Imperial Beach and Tijuana, whose 
residents have opened the doors to their 
home and trusted that our reporting on the 
binational sewage crisis can be a step toward 
change to improve their livelihoods. 

Every single person that has picked up the 
phone and replied to my requests for inter-
views, has taught me so much about con-
necting, representing and amplifying the 
voices of la comunidad, and I look forward 
to connecting with more villages as we step 
into 2024. Have a blessed and safe Holiday 
season!

Sofie Fransen covers 
feature stories, profiles 
and sports. 

It has been a joy getting to connect with the 
Coronado community over this past year. I 
primarily cover feature stories and high school 

sports — two beats that o�en serve to amplify 
people’s life stories, to dig deeper into the events 
that have made them who they are today. 

As such, I have had the opportunity to spend 
time with the impactful people of Coronado, and 
I have so enjoyed getting to sit down, listen and 
understand pieces of their stories. 

The pro�le stories of people like Jane Mitchell, 
Jeanne Daugherty Jameson, Bob Rutherford, Rob 
Arnold, Bill Huck, Ti¦any Lewis and Mike Parry 
(to name a few), have shown me the incredible, 
intricate network that is Coronado, a place that is 
made up of individual people who each contribute 
so much to the community.

In covering stories like KMAC Foundation’s 
small boat regatta and the Department of Defense 
Warrior Games Challenge of Naval Station North 
Island, I was able to sit down and have honest 
conversations with the competitors about all of 
the challenges they’ve overcome, challenges that 
I could not begin to imagine. I will never forget 
their stories. 

And as sports are typically a binding agent in 
any community, I was especially blown away by 
the amount of support that Coronado shows for 
their high school athletes.

Water polo, football, volleyball, soccer—you 
name the sport, I’ve written about it. And what I’ve 
found is that the community of Coronado is tight 
knit, and this is especially evident in the way that 
everyone shows up for their local teams.  

If there’s one thing I am certain of, it’s that ev-
eryone has a story to tell. 

So thank you, Coronado, and to everyone who 
I’ve written about in this past year. Thank you for 
entrusting me with the job of sharing your voice.

Know that being trusted with your stories is not 
a job I take lightly.

By SOFIE FRANSEN, JULIETA SOTO and MADELINE YANG

The Coronado bridge. Staff file photo.
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LISA 
BENSON

JACK 
OHMAN

We Make Getting Beautiful New Floors Easy

Call       6 1 9 - 3 6 5 - 8 0 2 4
or visit

Schedule a FREE In-Home Estimate!

  

  

Save Big on Carpet, Hardwood,
Vinyl, and Laminate! 

Product Only. Select Styles.

Emp i r e Tod a y . c om / SAVE

*Discount is applied to the regular price of select styles of carpet, hardwood, vinyl, and laminate when you
pay for installation, padding and materials. Excludes stairs, miscellaneous charges, and prior purchases.
Product may not be sold separately from installation. Residential installations only. Promotion not valid in AL,
AR, GA, MN, MS, and TN. Not available in all areas. Valid through 1/14/2024. Subject to change.
Details at EmpireToday.com.
Sales (in some states) and installation provided by independent contractors. Licensure at EmpireToday.com. 
CSLB 1047108 © 2023 Empire Today, LLC

Richard Gutierrez and Natasha Dasaad

Natasha, today is a day on which I love you three 
hundred and sixty-five days more than I did a 
year ago and three hundred and sixty-five days 
less than I will a year from now. But I wonder 
how I lived at all for all the three hundred and 
sixty-fives before I met you. 

All my love, 

          Your Fiancé

Engaged
12/1/2023
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WINDOW & DOOR SALE!WINDOW & DOOR SAVINGS EVENT!
Ho
lidayWINDOW & DOOR olidaolidaolidayyyWINDOW & DOOR yWINDOW & DOOR olidayolidaolidayolidaolidayolidaHHHHHo
lida

HHo
liday

HHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHH

$800 OFF
EACH DOOR

$300 OFF
EACH WINDOW

WITH 18 MONTHS
NO PAYMENTS, NO INTEREST 

& NO MONEY DOWN*
Sale Ends December 31st

CALL for a FREE consultation and get NEW windows for the holiday season – 
without even thinking about the cost for 18 full months!

• Holidays are stressful enough, we’ll handle it: At Dreamstyle Remodeling, 
we handle the entire process, from the initial consultation through to our expert 
installation. Our goal is to deliver the best home improvement experience of your 
life and  it’s  our #1 priority.

• We won’t take a chunk out of your holiday budget: With 18 months no payments 
& no interest, replacing your outdated windows won’t put a dent in your wallet this 
holiday season.

During the holiday season, think about loving your windows, not paying for them! This month only upgrade your 
windows & doors and PAY NOTHING for 18 MONTHS, with no money down, no payments & no interest.

619-365-8214 

4.7 STARS
With Over 15,677
Online Company 

Wide Reviews

W I N D O W S  &  D O O R S

*0% APR for 18 months available OAC only. Finance charges will be waived if promo balance is paid in within 18 months from the application approval. Valid on initial consultation only, with purchase of 4 or more windows. Not valid with other 
offers or previous orders. Valid on purchases made on or before December 31, 2023. Dreamstyle is neither a broker or lender. Financing is provided by third-party lenders unaffi liated with Dreamstyle, under terms and conditions arranged directly 
between the customer and such lender, all subject to credit requirements and satisfactory completion of fi nance documents. Any fi nanced terms advertised are estimates only. Dreamstyle does not assist with, counsel or negotiate fi nancing. 
©2023 Dreamstyle Remodeling of California, LLC. Lic. 995160 B

ASSOCIATED PRESS

VISALIA — A county prosecutor’s 
o�ce says one of its law clerks passed 
the State Bar of California exam at 
age 17. The Tulare County District At-
torney’s O�ce said in early Decem-
ber that, according to research, Peter 
Park is the youngest person to pass 
the exam.

The State Bar said that it could not 
con�rm that Park is the youngest, 
but it hailed his achievement.

“Passing the California Bar exam 
is a major accomplishment at any 
age, and for someone as young as Mr. 
Park, it is quite an extraordinary feat 
and one worth celebrating,” Execu-
tive Director Leah Wilson said.

Park took the exam in July and re-
ceived the test results on Nov. 9, ac-
cording to a news release issued by 
the District Attorney’s o�ce this week.

“It was not easy, but it was worth 
it,” Park said in a statement.

Park began high school at Oxford 
Academy in Cypress, in 2019 at age 13 
and simultaneously began a four-year 
juris doctor program at the North-
western California University School 
of Law a�er completing college-level 
pro�ciency exams, the o�ce said.

Park graduated high school in 2021 
by taking the state’s high school pro-
�ciency exam and focused on law 
school, graduating this year.

He became a law clerk for the 
District Attorney’s o�ce in August, 
turned 18 in late November and was 
sworn in as an attorney in early De-
cember.

Coronado News staff

Voting is now taking place to select 
this year’s Coronado Community 
READ from among �ve �nal titles.

Now in its eighth year, the Corona-
do Community READ is Coronado’s 
“one city, one

book” program that aims to bring 
the community together for discus-
sions and programs around a single 
book.

The program encourages discus-
sion and participation in planned 
community-building events around 
the theme of the title, selected by the 
readers.

The �ve �nalists, in no particu-
lar order, are: “Into the Beauti-
ful North” by Luis Alberto Urrea; 
“Lessons in Chemistry” by Bonnie 
Garmus; “The Rescue” by T. Jef-
ferson Parker; “Remarkably Bright 
Creatures” by Shelby Van Pelt; and 
“Braiding Sweetgrass: Indigenous 
Wisdom, Scienti�c Knowledge, and 
The Teachings of Plants” by Robin 
Wall Kimmerer.

Voting is open through Jan. 5, and 
programs will take place at the Li-
brary during the month of March.

Here’s how to vote:
• Through ballot boxes on the 

Library’s checkout desk, and at the 
John D. Spreckels Center, Coro-
nado Historical Association, Bay 
Books, and the Coronado Commu-
nity Center.

• Online at: https://coronado
library.org/242/Coronado-Commu-
nity-READ  (from homepage, click 
Using Your Library, then Coronado 
Community Read)

• Through the City’s Project 
Coronado (formerly Comment 
Coronado) site, https://www.project

coronado.org/
Descriptions of all of the Top 5 

books are at the above websites and, 
for those voting via paper ballot, 
there is a QR code that will deliver 
descriptions of the books.

The winning title will be an-
nounced in January.

Vote for the Community READ 
winner at the Coronado library

Voting is now taking place to select 
this year’s Coronado Community 
READ from among five final titles 
at the Coronado Public Library.  
“Lessons in Chemistry,” right, 
which has become a hit show on 
Apple TV, is one of the finalists. 
Logo courtesy of the library.

Californian 
passes state 
bar exam at 17 
and is sworn in 
as an attorney
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Data from CRMLS represents properties listed or sold by various brokers. If
your property is currently listed this is not meant as a solicitation.

Olga Minvielle Stevens
619.778.8011

Enjoy Winter By The Sea!
olgaminvielle1@gmail.com
DRE# 01105050

1750 AVENIDA DEL MUNDO #404

1820 AVENIDA DEL MUNDO PH7

3Bd/3Ba 1,789 sq.ft. | Offered at $3,849,000

3Bd/3Ba 3,115 sq.ft | Offered at $4,490,000

FEATURED LISTINGS SOLD IN 2023

1770 AVENIDA DEL MUNDO #504

1730 AVENIDA DEL MUNDO #1401

1830 AVENIDA DEL MUNDO #1101

1820 AVENIDA DEL MUNDO #201

1780 AVENIDA DEL MUNDO #302

1730 AVENIDA DEL MUNDO #208

1750 AVENIDA DEL MUNDO #409

1720 AVENIDA DEL MUNDO #203

1780 AVENIDA DEL MUNDO #1009

CORONADO

» Continued from Page 1

City council gives thanks to retiring Police Chief Kaye

from the Americans for the Arts & 
Economic Prosperity 6 (AEP6) Report 
from the Cultural Arts Commission.

Urtasun gave a summary of projects 
happening in Coronado and where 
they are currently at, including the 
Cottages at the Cays project.

“Our representation, our relation-
ship with the Port of San Diego in the 
city of Coronado are excellent,” Urta-
sun says.

The Cottages at the Cays doesn’t 
look like it will be built at the mo-
ment, according to Urtasun. There 
is an environmental assessment with 
an agreement to complete it that has 
not been signed, and so that has yet to 
have taken place and move the proj-
ect forward. 

The ferry landing marketplace went 
through a design change with the Ho-
tel del Coronado in mind and is now 
submitted to the port for processing.

The restaurant pad project will be 

coming to the Port board in a closed 
meeting in February to decide how to 
move forward with it, Urtasun said.

The Loews Coronado Bay Resort is 
in the works of completely upgrading 
hotel rooms, di¦erent facility spaces 
and the entrance to the hotel, with 
this project estimating to be around 
$100 to 150 million.

Moving on with the city council 
meeting, the last item on the agenda 
was the Arts & Economic Prosperity 
Report, a nationwide study that Coro-
nado participated in for the �rst time, 
being approved in 2021, according to 
the sta¦ report. 

The study was conducted in 373 
diverse communities and regions 
across the country, representing all 
50 states and Puerto Rico, the study 
summary noted.

The results of the report made clear 
that the arts and cultural organiza-
tions and activities were powerful for 
the economic success in a community.

In Coronado, the nonpro�t arts and 

culture industry contributed just over 
$39 million to the local economy in 
2022. Nonpro�t organizations spent 
about $14 million and audiences 
spent around $25 million in events, 
supporting 616 jobs and generating 
$10.3 million in government revenue.

The study also found that non-lo-
cals spent the most money on Coro-
nado, spending almost three times as 

much as Coronado residents on arts 
events on the island. 

“There are a lot of people that this 
is how they want to spend their time, 
whether it’s their weekends, their re-
tirement, whatever it is. So for me, 
that was the worth of this presenta-
tion,” Councilwoman Carrie Anne 
Downey comments. “That’s the worth 
of this study.”

Saying goodbye to Police Chief Chuck Kaye
By MADELINE YANG
The Coronado News

Call a�er call a�er call. College stu-
dent Chuck Kaye sat in the passenger 
seat of a police vehicle. The o�cer 
was rushing to respond to a call about 
a �ght in El Cajon, and in an hour he 
would rush to respond to a call about 
a crime scene in the opposite direc-
tion. And that would continue for the 
next eight hours of Kaye’s ride along.

It was never-ending, and Kaye de-
cided then and there that that was the 
way he wanted to spend his days. 

Thirty three years later, Kaye is �-
nally stepping down as Police Chief at 
the Coronado Police Department. 

In looking back at more than three 
decades of police work, he says that 
he is happy at how it’s turned out. 

“Really, when you look back at a ca-
reer, it’s not necessarily just the expe-
riences, but I’ve had such a great time 
working with some great people,” 
Kaye says in an interview with The 
Coronado News.

And the Coronado Police Depart-
ment is de�nitely no exception to 
that. Kaye was hired in 2018 as the 
Police Chief and immediately found 
that the city of Coronado knew what 
they wanted out of their police de-
partment.

He set out to carefully curate the 
team of 71 at the department, includ-
ing a fully sta¦ed dispatch center and 

admin professional support person-
nel rank.

“That’s a result of a very support-
ive city council, very supportive city 
manager and a community who 
wants a quality police department,” 
Kaye says. 

“I would say, most currently, the 
thing I’m proud of are the people 
that we’ve been able to hire here in 
Coronado and the people we’ve been 
able to promote into leadership posi-

tions,” Kaye says.
And apart from leading the police 

department for the last �ve years, 
Kaye has also been leading police of-
�cers in training at two academies, 
the San Diego Regional Public Safety 
Training Institute and Commission 
on Peace O�cer Standards and Train-
ing in San Diego for over a decade. 

He’s not sure what he’ll do a�er 
he steps down as Coronado’s Police 
Chief, but he does know that teaching 

is something he is passionate about.
“I promised my wife that I would 

take some months and not do any-
thing or make any decisions,” Kaye 
says, ready to �gure out what his re-
tirement looks like.

Police Chief Chuck Kaye (second from left) with officers. Photos provided by 
Chuck Kaye.

“The thing I’m proud 
of are the people that 
we’ve been able to hire 
here in Coronado and 
the people we’ve been 
able to promote into 
leadership positions.”

– Chuck Kaye, retiring police chief at 
the Coronado Police Department

Mayor Richard Bailey presenting on Dec. 19 as Police Chief Chuck Kaye steps 
down starting January of 2024. Photo from Coronado TV.
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connected to their homes.
That isn’t the case in Tijuana. And 

some have gone without running wa-
ter for a quarter century.

Life in Los Laureles 

Two miles east of Playas through a 
one-way mud street that enters Los 
Laureles one can �nd multiple homes 
lacking access to several public ser-
vice utilities with scarce water and no 
connection to the sewer pipes.

“That canyon is one of the big-
gest canyons…the type of develop-
ment that happens in them is pretty 
much the same wherever you go, it’s 
kind of haphazard, usually not well 
�nanced,” Playas resident Kim John-
son tells The Coronado News.

These establishments are consid-
ered uno�cial homes along canyons 
(or “los cañones”) that have become 
additions to neighborhoods (or “colo-
nias”).

“The people just build their homes,” 
says Johnson. “Some houses are real 
nice and some houses are very poorly 
built, and all of them have to deal with 
issues of runo¦ water due to rain, the 
water supply and sometimes they live 
there years before they have lighting.”

Inside a converted space called 
Iglesia Rio de Dios (“Pastora”) María 
del Rosario Godínez García leads a 
Christian church that she also uses as 
a hostel and rehab center for moth-
ers, migrants and other houseless 
newcomers who need support.

According to Godínez García, hous-
es found on the northern end of her 
street, between Calle 18 de Marzo and 
Anexa Los Laureles, do not have run-
ning water and are not connected to 
the sewerage system.

That is the case for Jose Rico, Luz 
Elena Garcia, and Lilia Garcia San-
chez, all of whom have lived without 
water for more than 25 years.

“We struggle and it would be better 
if we had clean and running water,” 
Rico told The Coronado News. “We 
grab water from a pipe that’s by the 
tubes, we’ve always grabbed from 
there.”

Every week these a¦ected residents 
in Los Laureles need to re�ll barrels 
and other buckets to use for everyday 
necessities like cooking, laundry, and 
showering. Then they recycle this wa-
ter to �ush their toilets.

“We have been requesting water ser-
vice for a long time, but for some rea-
son the supervisors come and …leave 
us in a state of uncertainty,” Garcia said 
of city o�cials. “We need the service 
because it is a lot of trouble to have to 
go around struggling with water bar-
rels to use for our bathrooms, for dish-
es and for everything. We would ap-
preciate it if there is any way we could 
receive support… water, electricity 
and all that is very necessary.”

Apart from recycling clean water 
for secondary use, Garcia Sanchez 
also said that the over�ow of rain 
water causes street �ooding and that 
open sewers with missing lids that 
o�en get stolen force her and other 
neighbors to stay indoors for days at 
a time.

“You cannot leave your house when 
it rains,” said Garcia Sanchez.

Although a lack of public services 
is among the biggest issues found on 
this street, parishioner Martha del 
Carmen Hernandez Romero said it is 
also a hub for crime-related activities.

According to Hernandez Romero, 

shootings and drive-bys occur of-
ten averaging four to �ve deaths per 
week.

“We didn’t have public service for 
electricity either…my sister put a 
street lamp here and another one 
there, because here at night it looks 
like a wolf cave, it’s pitch dark,” added 
Garcia. “We live in a neighborhood 
that is too dangerous and with that 
darkness, one is afraid to enter their 
houses at night. I come home from 
work and I go inside, and I don’t want 
to come back out.”

When inquired about the lack of 
water and sewer connections in Los 
Laureles, a CESPT or State Commis-
sion of Public Services of Tijuana 
communications representative said 
there are plans to expand to canyon 
neighborhoods while the city contin-
ues to rapidly grow.

Tijuana has more than doubled its 
population since 1996 to more than 
2.2 million. San Diego, by compari-
son, is America’s eighth largest city 
with nearly 1.4 million people.

The representative also said that 
throughout 2023, the commision has 
been dedicated to providing services 
to eight locations across Tijuana and 
Rosarito.

This month Jesús García Castro be-
came Director General of Comisión 
Estatal de Servicios Públicos de Ti-
juana (CESPT), taking over for Víctor 

Daniel Amador Barragán, who moved 
to become Secretary for the Water 
Management, Treatment and Protec-
tion Agency for the State of Baja Cali-
fornia (SEPROA).

Godínez García – frustrated with 
the lack of help from CESPT – calls 
upon God for a miracle to bring water 
for her church center and encourages 
families like Garcia’s to do the same.

The city’s water issues, according 

to CESPT, extend to the homes that 
are not regulated but remain a very 
important issue. The o�cial added 
the governmental organization works 
24/7 on what remains a problem due 
to the overly abundant population.

Civic leadership

At the a Mariscos restaurant, a two-
hour meeting that integrates break-
fast, Silvan and Grupo Madrugadores 
includes a hearty discussion about 
the history of environmentalism, the 
impact of pollution and water con-
tamination, and the importance of 
civic participation.

Silvan, who has dedicated more 
than 30 years to the non-pro�t cur-
rently working on water sampling 
results across Tijuana and Rosarito 
beaches, talks about the importance 
of creating environmentally friendly 
products and services.

“It’s important that we recognize 
the footprint we leave in our commu-
nity over time,” said Silvan.

Silvan also encourages the group 
to focus on the population and com-
mercial waste that has caused a bina-
tional crisis a¦ecting communities 
in Tijuana and coastlines across San 
Diego County.

“There is still a lot to do, but it is 
worthwhile to continue insisting on 
a strong environmental legal frame-
work and to promote citizen partici-
pation so that every day we all be-
come more aware, more educated in 
our behavior and more participative 
in solving the environmental prob-
lems of this looming climate crisis,” 
added Silvan in closing remarks.

» Continued from Page 1

‘We struggle… we grab water from a pipe’

Laura Silvan joins Grupo 
Madrugadores de Playas de Tijuana 
A.C. for a meeting about the history 
and future of local environmental 
work in late November. Staff photo 
by Madeline Yang.

Lilia Garcia Sanchez uses recycled 
water from her laundry to flush her 
toilet. Staff photo by Madeline Yang

Cars enter Los Laureles through a one way street in Tijuana. Staff photo by 
Julieta Soto.

(“Pastora”) María del Rosario Godínez García preaches her Christian faith to surrounding neighbors and all 
newcomers with the resources she manages to gather for food and living to house and feed those in need. 
Staff photo by Julieta Soto.

By MADELINE YANG
The Coronado News

The Coronado News for all of 2023 has investigat-
ed a nearly century-long legacy of broken promises 
by U.S. and Mexican o�cials that have resulted in 
millions of gallons of raw sewage �owing regularly 
into the Paci�c Ocean. 

The environmental crisis not only pollutes the 
water and shutters beaches, but it also a¦ects sea 
life and causes health problems to residents, tour-
ists, U.S. Border Patrol agents and Navy SEALS.

The Coronado News this year examined hun-
dreds of public records and conducted dozens of 
interviews with U.S. and Mexican government of-
�cials, water contamination organization direc-
tors, environmentalists and individuals in the two 
countries.

The newspaper made several visits to Tijuana 
and gathered hours of footage and interviews 
while attending numerous public meetings and 
protests.

Throughout the year of constant coverage, there 
has been signi�cant progress towards a solution.

President Biden sought $310 million in additional 
funding, the California Congressional delegation 
began speaking up on this issue, federal money 
that had been stalled was allotted for construction 
projects, and political leaders in Coronado and Im-
perial Beach �nally began working together while 
new environmental groups were formed to protest 
the pollution.

While The Coronado News has covered all of this, 
this documentary explores something deeper: It’s a 
personal look into the lives of Tijuana and San Di-
ego County residents, and how this issue is so much 

more than just sewage systems failing.
Watch the complete documentary, “Promises, 

Promises: The Tijuana Sewage Crisis,” and read 
ongoing stories in the series at thecoronadonews.
com/tijuana-sewage-crisis.

Documentary takes you into the lives of residents affected by sewage crisis 



www.TheCoronadoNews.com 12.29.23 • The Coronado News • 9

UPWalker® Premium Lite
from Journey Health & Lifestyle

Call now Toll-Free

Please mention promotion code 601943.

84
53

1

© 2023 Journey Health and Lifestyle

Join millions of older Americans who are rediscovering the joy of walking

“I’m on the move again 
with my UPWalker®!” FREEShipping!

The UPWalker is a 
revolutionary new mobility 
device that can change 
your life by changing 
the way you walk.  It 
enables you to stand upright 
when you walk– with your spine 
straight and your eyes looking 
straight ahead. Your weight is 
supported by your upper arms 
and shoulders, some of the 
strongest parts of your body.
Traditional walkers and rollators 
force you to put the pressure of 
your body weight on your hands 
and wrists.  You push them in 
front of you, looking at the 
ground instead of where you are 
going.  The UPWalker moves 
with you, with your body 
perfectly aligned and your feet 
free to walk in a normal fashion.  Its easy-adjust height system allows it to be 
the perfect fit/height for anyone from 4’10” to 6’1” and supports up to 300 
pounds. The new stand-assist handles enable you to distribute your weight 
across your arms and shoulders, not your hands and wrists to help reduce 
back, neck, wrist pain and discomfort. It features comfortable arm pads, 
hand brakes, a fold-down seat, a backrest and two storage bags.  It’s built 

with aircraft-grade aluminum 
to be sturdy yet lightweight, 
and its sleek design and 
oversized wheels make it 
perfect for tight spots in the 
house or walking in the yard.

Why spend another day 
bent over and shu�ing 
around– or worse yet, 
plopped in front of the TV all 
day.  Pick up the phone and 
take back your life. Call now.

Includes
6 FREE

Accessories!
(a $142 value)

Old Way Better Way

Plus, now you can choose between dark luster silver 
or champagne

• Stand-Assist Handles
• Folds Easily
• Optimized Center of Gravity

• Comfortable Seat
• Adjustable Backrest
• ���������� ������

From the makers of the original UPWalker®

888-977-6575
Journey Air Elite is a personal electric vehicle and is not a medical device nor wheelchair. It is not intended 
for medical purposes to provide mobility to persons restricted to a sitting position. Journey Air Elite is not 

covered by Medicare nor Medicaid. © 2023 Journey Health and Lifestyle 87
00

1

Call toll-free now

855-243-9383
Please mention code 601648 when ordering.

Mobility issues affect over 
1 in 5 Americans. These 
individuals, and their loved 
ones, know how decreased 
mobility can result in loss 
of independence, pain 
and falling hazards. They 
are often stuck at home, missing out on 
a variety of activities, in a vicious cycle 
that diminishes their quality of life. In the 
past, mobility devices like scooters and 
power chairs were too heavy and bulky to 
transport easily. Now, carbon fiber material 
invented for the aerospace program has 
been used to create the ultimate mobility 
device. It’s called the Journey Air Elite … 
and there’s nothing else like it on earth.

At only 26 pounds, the Journey Air Elite 
combines lightweight portability with world 
class performance. It’s simple to use joystick 
and powerful dual-motor drive system 
enables you to zip around quickly and safely. 
It’s easy to maneuver, never tips, fits easily 
through doorways, and can go right up to 
a table or desk. Once you are done, just one 
pull on the seat handle folds it up. There’s 
a fold-down back to make it even easier to 
stow and store. 

It features flat-free tires and rear anti-tippers 
for added convenience and safety. 

Just imagine how this chair can improve your life and make it easier for 
loved ones and caregivers to accompany you to activities and events you 
would have missed in the past. Don’t spend another day stuck at home. Call 
today, and a helpful, knowledgeable consultant will help you get a Journey 
Air Elite of your very own. Don’t wait – call now! 

Introducing the lightest folding 
power chair in the world

The Journey Air Elite features the latest carbon fiber technology 
for the ultimate in portability and performance

NEW
ONLY 26 

POUNDS!

Folds flat in seconds

enjoying life never gets old™

Rep. Peters urges congress to support 
President Biden’s request for $310 million

WASHINGTON, DC – U.S. Rep. 
Scott Peters (CA-50) along with Cali-
fornia Representatives Sara Jacobs 
(CA-51), Mike Levin (CA-49), Zoe 
Lofgren (CA-18), Grace Napolitano 
(CA-31), Jimmy Panetta (CA-19), Ka-
tie Porter (CA-47), Adam Schi¦ (CA-
30), and Juan Vargas (CA-49) as well 
as former Navy SEALs and current 
Representatives Dan Crenshaw (TX-
02), Derrick Van Orden (WI-03) and 
Ryan Zinke (MT-01) urged leaders 
of the U.S. House of Representatives 
and U.S. Senate to include President 
Biden’s $310 million supplemental 
budget request to repair the South 
Bay International Wastewater Treat-
ment Plant (SBIWTP) in any upcom-
ing funding package.

The plant, which was constructed in 
1997 to treat sewage originating from 
Baja California, Mexico has not been 
properly maintained for decades, 
causing raw sewage to pollute San Di-
ego’s beaches, jeopardizing the health 
and safety of South Bay residents and 
U.S. Navy SEAL special operation 
forces who train in these waters. 

In their letter, the members state, 
“Navy SEAL training in Coronado is 
o�en forced to move ocean train-
ing events to di¦erent locations to 
ensure our war�ghters are not sick-
ened by polluted waters contain-
ing fecal matter. Similarly, federal 
Homeland Security agents assigned 
to the region have identi�ed exten-
sive hazards they confront when 
patrolling the Tijuana River Valley. 
An inability to train for military op-
erations or patrol our nation’s bor-
der represents an unacceptable risk 
to our national security and to the 
health of our servicemembers and 
law enforcement personnel.”

The letter continues, “Without this 
additional funding, SBIWTP is forced 
to keep pumping untreated water into 
the ocean, threatening the health and 
national security of the region.”

While the San Diego congressio-
nal delegation secured $300 million 

in 2019 to double the plant’s capac-
ity, members learned in June that it 
needs hundreds of millions of dol-
lars for necessary repairs before it 
can be expanded.

In October, Rep. Peters led a bipar-
tisan letter to the Department of State 
demanding a full account of how the 
South Bay International Wastewater 
Treatment Plant (SBIWTP) fell into 
such a severe state of disrepair.

In September, he proposed an 
amendment to the Fiscal Year 2024 
Interior, Environment, and Related 
Programs Appropriations Bill to 
boost U.S.- Mexico Border Water In-
frastructure Grant Program (BWIP) 
funding. Additionally, he proposed 
two amendments to the Fiscal Year 
2024 State, Foreign Operations, and 
Related Programs Appropriations 
Bill (SFOPS) to boost annual con-
struction funding to the USIBWC to 
$100 million.

In August, he led two letters to the 
O�ce of Management and Budget 
and to OMB and the State Depart-
ment, calling for urgent additional 
funding to confront this crisis. 

In July, members of the San Diego 
congressional delegation requested 
that the Environmental Protection 

Agency (EPA) assist with directing 
environmental justice funds from 
the Infrastructure Investment and 
Jobs Act (IIJA) and the In�ation Re-
duction Act (IRA) to help stop the 
�ow of pollutants and urged Secre-
tary of State Antony Blinken to tour 
the broken plant.

Earlier in July, they sent a letter to 
President Biden and submitted an 
amendment to the National Defense 
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2024, 
calling on the administration to de-
clare this crisis a federal emergency.

In June, Rep. Peters led a letter 
with other members of the San Di-
ego Congressional delegation to the 
governor of Baja California urging 
accountability for the Mexican gov-
ernment’s commitments to build 
wastewater treatment infrastructure.

In previous years, Peters along 
with colleagues, has secured fund-
ing, introduced legislation, called 
for investigations and arranged a 
visit by EPA Administrator Regan in 
response to the wastewater contami-
nation crisis.

Story courtesy of the press sec-
retary of Representative Scott 
Peters (CA-50).

South Bay International Wastewater Treatment Plant that currently 
processes up to 25 million gallons of sewage per day. That number is to 
hopefully increase to 50 million gallons of sewage a day in a few years. 
Staff photo by Madeline Yang.

Solicitation posted 
for USIBWC South 
Bay rehabilitation 
and expansion 

The United States Section of the In-
ternational Boundary and Water Com-
mission, United States and Mexico 
(USIBWC) has posted the solicitation 
for the South Bay International Waste-
water Treatment Plant (SBIWTP) Re-
habilitation and Expansion Progres-
sive Design-Build on SAM.gov.

The project includes essential re-
habilitation of existing infrastruc-
ture and expansion from 25 million 
gallons per day to 50 MGD with ad-
ditional capacity to treat daily peak 
�ows up to 75 MGD reliably for tem-
porary periods and still meet permit 
compliance.

This project contributes toward 
implementing the binational agree-
ment known as Minute No. 328.

The project is also issued in part-
nership with the U.S. Environmen-
tal Protection Agency and funded 
through the 2020 U.S.-Mexico-Canada 
Agreement. Under Minute 328, a 50 
MGD wastewater treatment plant, in 
combination with wastewater infra-
structure improvements in Mexico, is 
necessary to eliminate 90 percent of 
untreated �ows reaching the coast.

“Our commitment to advance the 
improvements necessary to improve 
water quality is a priority. Many ac-
tions are currently underway, such 
as plant repairs, community out-
reach, compliance coordination, 
congressional and administration 
brie�ngs, among others to ensure 
solutions are advancing and we are 
transparent and accountable,” said 
Dr. Maria-Elena Giner, USIBWC 
Commissioner. “We recognize the 
cost will exceed the current available 
funding. We will structure the con-
tract to proceed in phases as funding 
becomes available.”

Story courtesy of the International 
Boundary and Water Commission 
United States and Mexico.
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We’ve helped thousands of individuals 
resolve crushing tax problems and 
shrink debt to a tiny fraction. 

Proven record of solving State & 
IRS tax problems nationwide.

Call 10: 30 am - 7: 30 pm EST   |   7: 30 am - 4: 30 pm PST

WE CAN MAKE IT STOP.

YOUR TAX PROBLEM IS HURTING 
THE PEOPLE YOU LOVE

MAKE THE CALL
AND LET US 

NEGOTIATE WITH 
THE IRS ON  

YOUR BEHALF

Prevent or stop wage 
garnishments
Stop collections
Remove tax penalties
Release tax liens

FREE CONSULTATION

Hablamos Español. We serve all 50 states.

STOP THE BLEEDING  
AND STEP CLOSER
TO YOUR RESOLUTION:

1,000+ 5-STAR 
REVIEWS!

1,000+ 5-STAR 

If you owe $10k or more in TAX DEBT call now!!

619-365-8055

CSLB 1082165  NSCB 0082999  0083445

    NORTH AMERICA’S 

#1SellingWalk-InTub
        Featuring our Free Shower Package

619-365-4816 
Call Today for Your Free Shower Package

Now you can finally have all 
of the soothing benefits of a 
relaxing warm bath, or enjoy 
a convenient refreshing shower 
while seated or standing 
with Safe Step Walk-In Tub’s 
FREE Shower Package!

� First walk-in tub available with 
a customizable shower

� Fixed rainfall shower head is 
adjustable for your height and pivots 
to o�er a seated shower option

� High-quality tub complete 
with a comprehensive lifetime 
warranty on the entire tub

� Top-of-the-line installation 
and service, all included at one 
low, a�ordable price

Now you can have the best of 
both worlds–there isn’t a better, 
more a�ordable walk-in tub!

FREE SHOWER 
PACKAGE

PLUS $1500 OFF
FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY

Call Toll-Free 1-800-000-0000

www.BuySafeStep.com
With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with 

any previous walk-in tub purchase. Offer available while supplies last. 
No cash value. Must present offer at time of purchase.

Scan 
me

FINANCING 
AVAILABLE 

WITH APPROVED 
CREDIT

Back by Popular Demand! 

FREE SHOWER PACKAGE!

S H O W E R S 
AND BATHS

Upgrade your bathroom with confi dence knowing 
your beautiful new Dreamstyle shower can be 

professionally installed in as little as 1 to 2 days.

*On Approved Credit. Based on approval of 18 months, No Interest, No Payments with installations completed in 2023. Valid on initial consultation only, with purchase of any complete Dreamstyle Shower System. Not valid with any other offers or previous orders. Offer ends 9/30/23. Offer 
subject to change without notice. ©2023 Dreamstyle Remodeling of California, LLC. Lic. 995160 B

With a huge variety of design options and 
materials, you can count on your new shower by 

Dreamstyle Remodeling to be clean, safe and 
virtually maintenance.

FAST, EASY, 
CONVENIENT & 
AFFORDABLE
WITH A LIFETIME 

WARRANTY

AUTUMN
SHOWER 
SAVINGS

OFFER ENDS SEPTEMBER 30TH

50% OFF
INSTALLATION
ON DREAMSTYLE SHOWER SYSTEM

LOW MONTHLY PAYMENTS*

18 MONTHS
NO interest | NO payments

AND NO money down
OR

WITH

★ ★ ★ ★ ★

“We were amazed how beautiful our guest shower 
turned out. Dreamstyle remodeling converted the 
shower tub to a walk-in shower. From working with the 
salesman planning the project to the construction of 
it was an easy transition. We would recommend using 
Dreamstyle remodeling. They work with you every step 
of the way.”

619-365-8065CALL TODAY TO SCHEDULE YOUR FREE CONSULTATION
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9 world-class wines
– yours for only $49.99

$130
A SAVINGS

of over

+ Shipping
Included

$40 monthly contribution to your Naked Wines account (charged until you cancel) that you can use to buy wine. Unused contributions are fully refundable. Additional restrictions apply and vary by state, see complete details at nakedwines.com/terms.

SCAN ME chat@nakedwines.com | 1-800-673-4718

$1
+ S
I

Voted America's #1 Wine Club
2019, 2020 & 2021

"Excellent" Trustpilot rating
8,000+ Reviews

+ SAVE $130 on 9world-class wines worth $179.99 –ONLY $49.99

+ – if you don’t
enjoy any wine, just let us know and we’ll credit it back – no
questions asked

+ SHIPPING INCLUDED

O�er details

Get in on this deal at:
nakedwines.com/coronado
Voucher code: CORONADO Password: ASP32XYN

» Continued from Page 1

Congressman Scott Peters speaks at Optimist Club

us as well, because the SEALs who’ve 
actually trained here, they know what 
the situation is.”

Peters said his SEAL colleagues will 
vote for the $310 million, an e¦ort 
which is important because it shows 
bipartisan support of the issue.

The deal would put them on track to 
get a permanent solution, Peters said, 
but they are also looking at ways to 
further e¦orts in the interim.

Peters said they funded a study by 
Scripps Institution of Oceanography 
to research the health e¦ects of the 
sewage in Imperial Beach.

MaryAnne Pintar, Peters’ chief of 
sta¦, said they have also been working 

with the San Diego Community Foun-
dation. The foundation is compiling all 
of the studies that have been done over 
the years, including the Scripps study, 
to provide an executive summary. 

This executive summary is what 
they are using to explain the health 
e¦ects to members of congress. 

“We can quantify the closed beach 
days; we’ve got that data. But the 
health e¦ects data is what we have re-
ally been using in our arguments to 
other members of congress,” Pintar 
said. “If you’re asking, ‘are we advo-
cating using that information?,’ we 
absolutely are. In fact, we have this 
new tool that we’ve got this executive 
summary of all of the di¦erent data 
that has been very helpful.”

Other points of discussion

In addition to detailing the current 
situation with the sewage crisis, Pe-
ters noted that the 50th Congressional 
District happens to be the tenth best 
educated congressional district in the 
country out of 435. 

“We started Qualcomm here, we’re 
big in telecommunications and this is 
the third leading biotechnology hub 
in the country, maybe in the world,” 
Peters said. 

Peters also touched on the housing 
crisis, noting that “the cost of hous-
ing may be the biggest impediment 
for the continued prosperity of the 
Golden State and San Diego.”

At the end, audience members 

raised questions about the California 
Coastal Commission, migrant cross-
ings at the border and whether or not 
there will be funding to sustain the 
SBIWTP once it’s repaired. 

Pintar commented on the last 
point, saying that there is a require-
ment for maintenance in Minute 
328, a binational agreement calling 
for both nations to address the pol-
lution issue. She said there is also a 
requirement for operational costs to 
be funded.

“The focus for us federally, in terms 
of bringing resources here, is the 
Coronado sewage issue, which you’ve 
waited too long for, and I think we’re 
really making good progress on that,” 
Peters reiterated.

a free, private online platform for 
YoungArts artists to connect, collabo-
rate and discover new opportunities.

Pruter lives in Clairemont and com-
mutes to Coronado High School daily 
to be part of the prestigious CoSA pro-
gram.

“I have performed professionally in 
San Diego since I was eight years old. 
I’m passionate about it and wanted to 
be pushed and challenged in the best 
high school program. I have learned 
so much here (at CoSA) from my 
teachers,” she shared.

CoSA turned out to be a great choice 
for Pruter.

“I’ve had roles in ‘Mamma Mia,’ 
‘The Laramie Project’ and ‘The Lara-
mie Project: Ten Years Later,’ and my 
favorite role, Lenora in ‘Cry Baby,’” 
she said.

Strassburger added: “Izzy is a pow-
erhouse and we saw it right away in 
her freshman year when she was cast 
in ‘The Laramie Project.'”

The role in “CryBaby” was extra 

special to Pruter because her teach-
ers accommodated her playing the 
role while on crutches.

“It’s a crazy ‘fun fact’ story. I got 
nerve damage in my foot just before 
junior year, I got stung by a stingray 
at Coronado beach. I couldn’t dance 
for a whole year. I crewed for shows, 
and then they allowed me to have 
crutches in the show. I’m so grateful 
for that!” she said.

“I am also very thankful that my 
teachers allowed me to take the time 
and supported my performances out-
side of CoSA. I got to play Betty Lou 
Who in ‘How The Grinch Stole Christ-
mas’ at the Old Globe Theater,” she 
shared.

Strassburger added that, “CoSA is 
a pre-professional program for the 
arts, which is a di¦erent type of pro-
gram from most other regional high 
school programs. Our faculty have or 
are working professionally in the ar-
tistic areas they teach.”

Pre-professional training programs 
not only o¦er intensive training and 
study, they provide career guidance 

and direction.
As a winner with distinction, Pruter 

will participate in National YoungArts 
Week, Jan. 7-13, 2024, in Miami.

During the week, artists have op-
portunities to share their work, expe-
rience interdisciplinary classes and 
workshops, and receive mentorship 
from leading artists in their �elds.

The 2024 winners with distinction 
will have the chance to learn from no-
table artists such as Denyce Graves, 
Lois Green�eld, and Ranee, Aparna, 
and Ashwini Ramaswamy of Ragama-
la Dance.

Throughout the week award win-
ners are further evaluated for cash 
awards of up to $10,000.

Following National YoungArts 
Week, Pruter will be eligible to be 
nominated to become a U.S. Presi-
dential Scholar in the Arts, one of the 
highest honors given to high school 
seniors by the president of the United 
States.

YoungArts, the sole nominating 
agency, nominates 60 artists to the 
White House Commission on Presi-

dential Scholars, from which the 20 
U.S. Presidential Scholars in the Arts 
are selected.

Pruter is looking forward to going 
to Miami and says her family is very 
supportive of her.

“I de�nitely got my love of singing 
and arts from my Dad. We love listen-
ing to music together. He has a huge 
music collection and he’s also really 
into movies. He used to be in a band 
called the Jam Daddie’s. My younger 
brother is 14 and not artistic at all, but 
loves sports. And my mom, who im-
migrated from the Philippines when 
she was young, supports all of us!”

YoungArts, the National Founda-
tion for the Advancement of Artists, is 
a non-pro�t organization established 
in 1981 to identify accomplished 
young artists and provide them with 
creative and professional develop-
ment opportunities throughout their 
careers.

Submitted by Coronado Unified 
Public Information Officer Maria 
Simon.

» Continued from Page 2

Isabella Pruter wins ‘Winner with Distinction’ medallion
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DVIDS

SAN DIEGO – Research scientists 
from Naval Health Research Cen-
ter’s (NHRC) Operational Readi-
ness directorate joined forces with 
San Diego Uni�ed School District’s 
Health Career and College Sympo-
sium on Dec. 7.

More than 300 students selected 
from the school district’s Pathways 
Program, representing 23 schools 
participated in the event at the Uni-
versity of San Diego Park and Mar-
ket venue in downtown San Diego.

NHRC scientists gave hands-on 
demonstrations of research tech-
niques and allowed students to in-
teract with laboratory instrumenta-
tion for the tabling event part of the 
day long program.

“It was encouraging for me to see 
such genuine engagement by the 
students,” said Capt. Eric R. Welsh, 
commanding o�cer, NHRC. “We 
will de�nitely continue to work 
together with San Diego Uni�ed 
School District on future STEM out-
reach. The event program and ven-
ue were top notch.”

Supporting STEM programs is a 
fundamental part of NHRC’s com-
munity outreach e¦ort. Through-
out the year the command hosts 
lab tours for grade school students, 
graduate students, teachers, and 
university professors providing 
guidance, inspiration, and path-
ways to successful careers as re-

search scientists.
NHRC’s mission is to optimize mil-

itary operational readiness through 
cutting-edge research on war�ghter, 
veteran and family health, and has 
been designated as the Department 
of Defense Deployment health Re-
search Center since 1999.

Our distinguished scientists and 
researchers consist of active-duty 

service members, federal civil ser-
vice employees and contractors, 
whose expertise includes physiol-
ogy, microbiology, psychology, op-
erations research and data science, 
epidemiology and public health, 
and biomedical engineering.

Story by John Marciano, Naval 
Health Research Center.

NAVY

Naval scientists join host for Health 
Career and College Symposium

The San Diego Unified School District College, Career and Technical Education Office hosted a Health Career 
& College symposium for its high school STEM students at the UCSD Park and Market venue in downtown San 
Diego. Supporting STEM programs is a fundamental part of NHRC’s community outreach effort. U.S. Navy photos 
by Danielle Cazarez

Naval Health Research Center staff (from left to right) Capt. Eric Welsh, 
Tyler Whittier, Dr. Pinata Sessoms, Hedaya Rizeq and Carlie Daquino were 
at the NHRC booth at the Health Career & College symposium. 

DVIDS

NAVAL AIR STATION NORTH IS-
LAND, Calif. – In the realm of naval 
aviation maintenance, repair and 
overhaul, a transformative technol-
ogy is taking �ight.

At the heart of this revolution is 
Fleet Readiness Center Southwest 
(FRCSW), where a team of dedicated 
engineers is pioneering the use of 
cold spray technology. This innova-
tive approach is not only enhancing 
the repair capability for aging aircra� 
but also paving the way for substan-
tial cost savings, an increase in readi-
ness and environmental bene�ts.

Luc Doan, a Senior Materials En-
gineer with nearly three decades at 
FRCSW, alongside fellow F/A-18 Se-
nior Engineer, Conrad Macy and Ma-
terials Engineers, Stoney Middleton 
and Matthew Chu spearheaded this 
initiative.

Cold spray, a subset of thermal 
spray technologies, stands out for its 
unique method of depositing metallic 
powder. Unlike other thermal tech-
niques that rely on heating the pow-
der to its melting point, cold spray 
propels the metal powder at high ve-
locities, creating a solid-state process 
without the need for melting.

This technique creates a metallurgi-
cal bond with the substrate, resulting 
in a robust and durable repair. What 
distinguishes FRCSW in this �eld is 

not just the technology itself but also 
the scale and sophistication of its im-
plementation.

The Materials Engineering Depart-
ment boasts an array of cold spray 
and ancillary equipment, including 
multiple low-pressure cold spray sys-
tems manufactured by Centerline and 
Inovati as well as a high-pressure VRC 
cold spray system, which has just been 
added to FRCSW’s repair toolbox.

These systems are capable of both 
hand-held and robotic spray opera-
tions. Hand-held spraying accounts 
for over half of their repairs.

This capability has led to over 35 
approved repairs and the restora-
tion of 400 parts, a testament to the 
technology’s growing signi�cance in 
maintaining and extending the life 
of naval aircra�. None of the Cold 
Spray repaired parts has returned to 
the depot because the repair failed in 
service so we know the technology is 
working.

Introduced to FRCSW in 2009, cold 
spray technology was initially used in 
partnership with original equipment 
manufacturers, academia, and other 
partners.

Conrad Macy, a Fleet Support Team 
Engineer known for his innovative 
and passionate approach, was instru-
mental in recognizing the potential of 
the Cold Spray technology to repair 
corrosion and wear damage.

He implemented it to repair the low 

in-supply, long lead-time, and high-
value F/A-18 Aircra� Mounted Auxil-
iary Drive (AMAD) gearboxes. A year 
later, the �rst NAVAIR Cold Spray re-
pair was approved for the Super Hor-
net AMAD Hydraulic Pad with fret-
ting damage.

The �rst AMAD was repaired and re-
turned to the supply system in Febru-
ary 2011 and installed on a Super Hor-
net in May 2011. To date, 35 AMADs 
have been repaired by Cold Spray 
comprising an asset that has over 
24,500 �ight hours as of May 2023.

The success of cold spray hinges 
on the skilled artisans who undergo 
rigorous training and certi�cation to 
master this technique.

A Job Quali�cation Requirement 
(JQR) was established in 2020 that 
contains classroom and on-the-job 
trainings for cold spray artisan cer-
ti�cation. The bene�ts of cold spray 
extend beyond the technical prow-
ess it provides. It represents a shi� 
in maintenance philosophy, moving 
away from traditional methods like 
adhesives, sealants, and paints for 
blend-and-�ll repairs. These hazard-
ous materials are less corrosion and 
wear resistant, and pose environ-
mental risks as well as risks to human 
exposure.

Cold spray, with its metallic compo-
sition, o¦ers high adhesion strength 
(over 5000 PSI) and plays a crucial 
role in corrosion mitigation, a critical 

aspect of aircra� maintenance, repair 
and overhaul.

Financially, the impact of cold 
spray at FRCSW is profound. With 
over 35 approved repairs across vari-
ous platforms like the F/A-18A-F, EA-
18G, MV-22, E-2C/D, C-2A, AH/UH-1 
and CH-53, the technology has led 
to signi�cant cost savings and avoid-
ance.

These repairs range from individu-
al components to on-aircra� repairs. 
For instance, the repair of the F/A-18 
APG-73 Radar Rack A� Bulkheads 
alone saved millions of dollars.

To date, FRCSW has repaired 51 
A� Bulkheads with another 6 A� 
Bulkheads scheduled to be repaired 
in FY24. A stark contrast to the high 
costs and long lead-times associated 
with procuring new parts.

Additionally, the F/A-18 AMAD gear-
box and associated repairs have saved 
multiple millions of dollars and pre-
vented �eet supply shortfalls because 
of lengthy lead times for new gearbox 
castings.

Another example is the on-aircra� 
repairs that were performed in the 
last ten months. The cold spray tech-
nology also repaired 1 CH-53 for cor-
rosion damage, 4 E-2Ds for gouge 
damage, and 5 UH-1Y for corrosion 
damage at Camp Pendleton.

Story by Janina Lamoglia, Fleet 
Readiness Center Southwest.

DVIDS

The future USS John L. Canley (ESB 
6) will join the active �eet Feb. 17, 
with a commissioning ceremony at 
Naval Base Coronado’s Naval Air Sta-
tion North Island in San Diego.

The �rst of its name, the ship hon-
ors United States Marine Corps Sgt. 
Maj. John L. Canley, Ret., who was 
awarded the Medal of Honor 50 years 
a�er his actions during the Battle of 
Hue City.

Canley served as Company Gun-
nery Sergeant, Company A, First Bat-
talion, First Marines, First Marine 
Division in the Republic of Vietnam 
from Jan. 31 to Feb. 6, 1968. Sgt. Maj. 
Canley passed away in Bend, Oregon 
May 11, 2022.

On Nov. 10, 2020, then Secretary of 
the Navy Kenneth J. Braithwaite an-
nounced that ESB 6 would be named 
USS John L. Canley to honor a man 
who exempli�ed all that has made 
our service strong and our Nation 
thrive.

The ship’s sponsor is Patricia Sar-
gent, Canley’s daughter.

ESB 6 will be the newest commis-
sioned Expeditionary Sea Base (ESB) 
and the sixth ship in the expedition-
ary mobile base platform.

ESB 6 is a highly �exible platform 
used across various military opera-
tions. When commissioned, the ship 
will be employed as a mobile sea-
based asset. It will be a part of the 
critical access infrastructure sup-
porting the deployment of forces, 
equipment, supplies, and war�ght-
ing capability.

The mission of CNSP is to man, 
train, and equip the Surface Force to 
provide �eet commanders with cred-
ible naval power to control the sea 
and project power ashore.

The future USS John L. Canley will 
be part of the Forward Deployed Na-
val Force operating from Saipan.

For more news from Naval Surface 
Forces, visit DVIDS — Commander, 
Naval Surface Force, U.S. Paci�c 
Fleet and Commander, Naval Surface 
Force, U.S. Paci�c Fleet.

Story by Julie Ann Ripley, 
Commander, Naval Surface Force, 
U.S. Pacific Fleet.

USS John 
L. Canley to 
commission 
in San Diego

Cold spray technology rises at Fleet Readiness Center Southwest
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SUMMER
SHUTTER

SALE

25%*

OFF

Elizabeth Shutters’ quality, service and price 
have won every major customer satisfaction 

award for a 12th Record Year.

Low Price Guarantee
Meet or Beat Any Big 
Box Store Bid

100% Whole Basswood

*100 sf minimum. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Promo expires 7/31/23. Elizabeth Shutters is the 
biggest manufacturer-direct shutter company in the Western U.S. CSLB#851645. 

CALL TODAY FOR A FREE CONSULTATION

buy.MyElizabethShutters.com

Made in the USA

100% Made 
in California 
by Elizabeth Shutters

Free Installation

855-242-5137
Get up to 

$750OFF
    for limited time only

Call Today 619-365-4816 and 
receive exclusive savings.

✓ Commercial Grade Non-Slip Floor

✓ Easy-to-reach Shower Wand

✓ Professionally Installed in 1 day

✓ Fold Down Safety Seat

✓ Luxurious 8" Rainfall Shower Head

✓ Ergo L Shaped Grab Bar

✓ Lifetime Warranty

✓ Optional Barrier Free Wheelchair 

Accessible

Discover how a walk-in shower can help reduce the risk of 
falling,giving you the freedom to enjoy your bathroom again.

Shower Safely
and stay in the home you love!
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FINANCING 
AVAILABLE 

WITH 
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of purchase. Financing available with approved credit.

Visit YourSafeStep.com today.

Introducing
the

All New
Walk-In
Shower!

SPORTS
Harper Gilbert, the backbone of 
Coronado water polo’s defense
By SOFIE FRANSEN
The Coronado News

As the goalie of the Coronado girls 
water polo team, Harper Gilbert is 
the backbone of communication for 
the small, all-senior squad. 

Gilbert has been the starting var-
sity goalie for the past two years—a 
performance which caught the at-
tention of UC Davis, where she has 
verbally committed to play for next 
year.

In college, she plans to double ma-
jor in political science and interna-
tional a¦airs with the overarching 
goal to become a lawyer. 

Gilbert said she �rst moved to 
Coronado six years ago, and she has 
been playing water polo for about as 
long. 

Since her dad was in the Navy, Gil-
bert grew up in a variety of places—
Florida, Virginia and Japan, to name 
a few. 

Her dad’s military service brought 
the family to Coronado, and he re-
tired from the Navy about three 
months ago.

Gilbert said that water polo was 
a sport she decided to try for fun 
shortly a�er coming to the island, 
and it stuck.

She started out as a �eld player be-
fore moving in front of the cage. 

“It’s de�nitely more of a cerebral 
position I would say,” Gilbert said 
about being a goalie. “You have to 
run the defense. The analogy is al-
ways, you’re the quarterback of the 
defense.”

Now, Gilbert leads the team 
through communication. On de-
fense, she determines if the team 
needs to drop back, press, or take 
away the super high percentage 

shots. The quality of her passes also 
set up the o¦ense for success. 

The team this season is small.  
With all seniors and only one substi-
tute, the girls have to be intentional 
in their movements and smart with 
how they pick apart teams, since 
they don’t have extra people to �ll in 
any gaps of fatigue.

“Our strengths are de�nitely our 
endurance and our grit,” Gilbert 
said.

The team also has a unique bond.  
The majority of the girls have been 

playing together for four years, so 
over that time, they have developed 
the chemistry and cohesion that 
only comes with longevity. 

“We’ve all kind of had three or 
four seasons together to learn how 
we work together,” Gilbert said.

This season, the team is headed by 
coach Jesse Smith, who just led the  
Coronado boys water polo team to a 
Division 1 title in the fall. 

The girls were 6-2 as of mid-De-
cember, and started the year with a 
21-0 drubbing of Steele Canyon.

Goalie Harper Gilbert takes on a role of communication for the Coronado 
High School girls water polo team. Photo courtesy of Kelly Moore.

Dodgers gave 
Ohtani $700M 
to hit and pitch 
— also because 
he can sell
ASSOCIATED PRESS

Shohei Ohtani’s jaw-dropping $700 
million, 10-year deal with the Los 
Angeles Dodgers has some similari-
ties to other contracts for the world’s 
biggest sports stars, including soc-
cer icons Lionel Messi and Cristiano 
Ronaldo, along with NFL quarter-
back Patrick Mahomes.

In terms of his marketability, ex-
perts point to another name — Taylor 
Swi�. The global music sensation’s 
broad appeal is an extremely rare 
phenomenon that Ohtani shares.

There’s no doubt the Dodgers hope 
they can leverage the Japanese star’s 
arrival into even more money for a 
franchise that is already one of the 
most popular in MLB. 

Ohtani was expected to sign the 
biggest deal in MLB history as a free 
agent this o¦season and didn’t disap-
point. Further, he’s the sport’s best 
two-way player ever — not even Babe 
Ruth hit and pitched at the same time 
so e¦ectively — and though he won’t 
be able to pitch in 2024 following 
Tommy John surgery, he should pro-
vide plenty of value at the plate be-
fore he returns to the mound in 2025.

“If Ohtani is marketed right, he’s a 
globally iconic player,” said Mike Lew-
is, a professor of marketing at Emory 
University who specializes in sports 
business. “It could be like something 
from Formula One, where you’ve 
got the attention of the whole world. 
Baseball has sometimes struggled to 
gain national attention, but he’s the 
kind of guy who attracts millions of 
eyeballs, and not just from the U.S.”

“Our strengths are definitely our endurance 
and our grit. ... We’ve all kind of had three or 
four seasons together to learn how we work 
together.”

– Harper Gilbert, starting varsity goalie for the past two years
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By NICK HANCOCK
The Coronado News

Tucked next to the John D. Spreck-
els Center, which serves those 50 and 
older, the Coronado Lawn Bowling 
Club rarely attracts youngsters. 

Given that the average age of a lawn 
bowler is 55, and known to be a sport 
of patience and precision, it’s not dif-
�cult to see why 18-year-old Angel Go-
mez may be an outlier. 

Gomez, who grew up on the island 
and now studies at Point Loma Naza-
rene University, is the youngest certi-
�ed coach for Bowls USA a�er getting 
certi�ed before he could even regis-
ter to vote. And, he doesn’t even turn 
19 until Aug. 12.

However, this story begins long be-
fore Gomez’s teenage years. 

According to Gomez, he was 7 when 
his family discovered the sport.

A “Free Family Bowling Night” out 
on the lawns prompted the Gomez 
family to try out the unfamiliar sport, 
and a�er that Gomez and his dad, Ja-
vier, were hooked. 

“Over the next few years, I watched 
my dad practice and compete. We 
had the opportunity to travel to other 
greens for his competitions, and I got 
to watch his hard work pay o¦ and I 
wanted to do the same,” said Gomez.

In summer 2020, a�er years of see-
ing his dad’s success in a competitive 
lawn bowling setting, Gomez stepped 
onto the scene.

In three years, the game has be-
come more than just a hobby for Go-
mez. To name just a few of Gomez’s 
accolades: He was the �rst person to 
represent the U.S. in the under-25 di-
vision for Lawn Bowls, won �rst in the 
second �ight of the U.S. Fours Open 
with his dad and two others, and most 

recently won the Southwest Division 
play downs to earn him a spot in the 
National Championship later this fall.

According to Gomez, the success he 
has had in these major tournaments 
has rea�rmed his love for the sport 
and desire to get better.

“It [U-25 Championships] was an 
incredible experience that has fueled 
my training over the course of this 
year, where I will return to the U-25 
international indoor championship 
next month in Scotland,” said Gomez.

The college freshman has gained 
a great amount of momentum in the 
sport, but with all these achievements 
comes balance. 

According to Gomez, navigating 
college life and his commitment to 
bowling has come with certain chal-
lenges.

“I’m in a di�cult major [biology] 
and I know that school comes �rst, so 
juggling my dedication for school and 
my passion for lawn bowling is some-
thing I’m working on balancing,” said 

Gomez. “College is one roadblock for 
younger people in the world of bowls, 
but I hope the sport and universities 
�gure out ways to be more inclusive 
of these kinds of situations.”

Point Loma Nazarene has a manda-
tory attendance policy for freshmen 
who also are  prohibited from bring-
ing a car on campus.

Gomez said these challenges have 
made it harder to practice, and travel-
ing to competitions he’s dreamed about 
for years now comes with the price of 
breaking the rules and missing class.

Berie Grobe, former president of 
the Coronado Lawn Bowling Club, 
has known Gomez since his begin-
ning days in the club, and she calls 
him a trailblazer of the sport.

According to Grobe, Gomez has ac-
complished so much in the sport in 
such a small amount of time, and she 
is con�dent he will remain a familiar 
face in the lawn bowling world thanks 
to his calm demeanor and dedication 
to lawn bowling.

“With coaching from his father and 
watching his father’s successes, Angel 
developed the mental focus that im-
proved his performance and allowed 
him to acquire strategy. Angel is also an 
accomplished chess player, which like-
ly contributes to his ability to remain 
focused,” said Grobe. “Besides the up-
coming championships in Florida and 
Scotland, my hope is to see Angel rep-
resent the USA in the 2032 Olympics in 
Melbourne, Australia where lawn bowl-
ing will debut as an Olympic sport.” 

But according to Gomez, it’s not al-
ways about winning.

He wants people his age to appreci-
ate the sport as much as he does, and 
he said he cares more about young 
adults growing in lawn bowling than 
the trophies he can stack on the man-
tle at home.

“I always try to remember that no 
lawn bowling game is above camara-
derie and there is an abundance of 
respect and admiration between play-
ers. Regardless of a win or loss each 
game is a good game,” he said.

You can’t always lie down in bed and 
sleep. Heartburn, cardiac problems, 
hip or back aches – and dozens of 
other ailments and worries. Those 
are the nights you’d give anything 
for a comfortable chair to sleep in: 
one that reclines to exactly the right 
degree, raises your feet and legs just 
where you want them, supports your 
head and shoulders properly, and 
operates at the touch of a button.

Our Perfect Sleep Chair® does all 
that and more. More than a chair 
or recliner, it’s designed to provide 
total comfort. Choose your preferred 
heat and massage settings, for hours 
of soothing relaxation. Reading or 
watching TV? Our chair’s recline 
technology allows you to pause the 
chair in an infinite number of settings.
And best of all, it features a powerful 
lift mechanism that tilts the entire 
chair forward, making it easy to stand.
You’ll love the other benefits, too. It 
helps with correct spinal alignment 

and promotes back pressure relief, to 
prevent back and muscle pain. The 
overstu�ed, oversized biscuit style 
back and unique seat design will 
cradle you in comfort. Generously 
filled, wide armrests provide 
enhanced arm support when sitting 
or reclining. It even has a battery 
backup in case of a power outage.

White glove delivery included in 
shipping charge. Professionals will 
deliver the chair to the exact spot in 
your home where you want it, unpack 
it, inspect it, test it, position it, and 
even carry the packaging away!
You get your choice of Luxurious 
and Lasting Miralux, Genuine Italian 
Leather, stain and liquid repellent 
Duralux with the classic leather look, 
or plush MicroLux microfiber, all 
handcrafted in a variety of colors to 
fit any decor. Call now!

855-242-1325
Please mention code 601616.

“To you, it’s the perfect lift chair.
To me, it’s the best sleep chair

I’ve ever had.”
— J. Fitzgerald, VA

4
6

6
3

5

Because each Perfect Sleep Chair is a made-to-order bedding product it 
cannot be returned, but if it arrives damaged or defective, at our option 

we will repair it or replace it.  © 2022 Journey Health and Lifestyle.

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS A+

enjoying life never gets old™mobility | sleep | comfort | safety

Pictured is Luxurious & Lasting Miralux™.
Ask about our 5 Comfort Zone chair.

REMOTE-CONTROLLED 
EASILY SHIFTS FROM FLAT TO 

A STAND-ASSIST POSITION

Now available in a variety 
of colors, fabrics and sizes. 

MicroLux™  Microfiber
breathable & amazingly soft

Long Lasting DuraLux™
stain & liquid repellent

Burgundy Tan Chocolate Blue 

Genuine Italian Leather
classic beauty & style

Chestnut

Miralux™
luxurious & lasting

Light Gray Saddle Chocolate

3CHAIRS
IN ONE:

SLEEP/RECLINE/LIFT

OVER
100,000 

SOLD 

OVER
100,000 

SOLD 

Journey Toilet Lift

23.81”H x 20.47”L x 27.55”W. 440 lb weight capacity.

Please mention code 601942 when ordering.

87
00
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© 2023 Journey Health and Lifestyle

enjoying life never gets old™

shopjourney.com

“I’ve been able to go to the bath-
room by myself since I was three. 

I’d rather not stop now.”

• Provides personal dignity, 
privacy and independence 
for the user and peace of 
mind for a caregiver or loved 
one

• Exclusive “arc” action 
simulates the natural body 
motion of sitting down and 
standing up

• Easy hand control and a 
comfortable seat

• Its powerful, rechargeable 

cycles on a single charge

• 440 pound capacity

Easy To Install-Easy-to-use!
1. Remove old toilet seat & lid 
2. Slide-in Journey Toilet Lift
3-6.Toilet Lift lowers and raises 
you slowly and gently into a nat -
ural position. It also functions as 
a normal toilet seat.

Keep your dignity AND your balance. Don’t wait... call now!

888-976-0079

Angel Gomez is becoming one of the best lawn bowlers in the country. The 
18 year old is a Coronado High School graduate and is currently a freshman 
at Point Loma Nazarene University. Photo courtesy of Berie Grobe.

Angel Gomez: The youthful trailblazer of lawn bowling
The Coronado High School 
graduate and freshman 
at Point Loma Nazarene 
University continues to rack 
up international accolades.



www.TheCoronadoNews.com 12.29.23 • The Coronado News • 15

LIFETIME
WARRANTY

“LeafFilter was a great investment
for our home.”
–Bill & Jan M. ***

+ +
YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE

15%
OFF

TO THE FIRST 50 
CALLERS ONLY!

5%
OFF10

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

OFF

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!1

www.LeafFilter.com/newspaper | Promo Code: 300
1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.

uPVC Frame

Micromesh

New or 
Existing Gutter

Hanger

4

3

2

1

PROTECT YOUR HOME 365 DAYS A YEAR

TH

E NATION
’S

G
U

T T E R G U A R
D

1

CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

BACKED BY A YEAR-ROUND
CLOG-FREE GUARANTEE

WE INSTALL
YEAR-ROUND!

Keeps Out All Debris
Completely sealed system protects 
your gutters — and entire home —

from damaging debris.

Stay Off The Ladder
Eliminates gutter cleaning for 

life – guaranteed.

*For those who qualify. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year.  **Offer valid at time of estimate only  2The leading consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the “#1 rated professionally 
installed gutter guard system in America.” Manufactured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at LMT Mercer Group in Ohio. See Representative for full warranty details. AR #0366920922, CA #1035795, CT #HIC.0649905, FL #CBC056678, IN #RCE-51604, IA #C127230, LA #559544, Suffolk
HIC License #H-52229, MI #2102212986, #262000022, #262000403, #2106212946, MD #MHIC148329, MA #176447, MT #226192, MN #IR731804, NE #50145,  NM #408693, NJ #13VH09953900, #H-19114, OR #218294, PA #PA069383, RI #41354, TN #7656, UT #423330,
#10783658-5501, VA #2705169445, WA #LEAFFNW822JZ, WV #WV056912

FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!1

www.LeafFilter.com/newspaper | Promo Code: 300
1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.

619-365-8045

Like millions of older Americans, I struggle with mobility. For years, I 
watched my quality of life slip away, as I was forced to stay home while friends 
and family took part in activities I’d once enjoyed. I thought I’d made some 
progress when I got a mobility scooter, but then I realized how hard it was to 
transport. Taking it apart and putting it back together was like doing a jigsaw 
puzzle. Once I had it disassembled, I had to try to put all of the pieces in the 
trunk of a car, go to wherever I was going, and repeat the process in reverse. 
Travel scooters were easier to transport, but they were uncomfortable and 
scary to drive, I always felt like I was ready to tip over. Then I found the So 
LiteTM Scooter. Now there’s nothing that can hold me back.

Years of work by innovative engineers have resulted in a scooter that’s 
designed with seniors in mind. They created Electronic Stability Control (ESC) 
that makes it virtually impossible to tip over. If you try to turn too quickly, the 
scooter automatically slows down to prevent it from tipping over. The battery 
provides powerful energy at a fraction of the weight of most batteries. With 
its rugged yet lightweight aluminum frame, the So LiteTM Scooter is the most 
portable scooter ever—but it can hold up to 275 pounds—yet weighs only 40.8 
pounds without the battery! What’s more, it easily folds up for storage in a car 
seat, trunk or even on an airplane. It folds in seconds without tools and is safe 

and reliable. Best of all, it’s designed with your safety in mind, from the newest 
technology and superior craftsmanship. Why spend another day letting your 
lack of mobility ruin your quality of life? Call now and find out how you can get 
a So LiteTM Scooter of your very own.

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

ALL-NEW mobility technology

Introducing the world’s lightest mobility 
scooter with anti-tip technology
The So LiteTM Scooter is easy to transport 
and almost impossible to tip over.

Why a So LiteTM Scooter is better:
• Latest “No-Tip” 

Technology
• Lightweight yet durable

• Folds and locks 
in seconds

• Easier to operate

© 2022 Journey Health and Lifestyle

Call now Toll-Free 855-242-0259
Please mention code 601624 when ordering.

85
68

4

enjoying life never gets old™mobility | sleep | comfort | safety

Exclusive Electronic Stability 
Control helps prevent tipping

FREE
2 Carry-all bags

(a $38.90 value)

NOW
available in red
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O Each row and each column must 
contain the numbers 1 through 4 
(easy) or 1 through 6 (challenging) 
without repeating.

O The numbers within the heavily 

outlined boxes, called cages, must 
combine using the given operation 
(in any order) to produce the target 
numbers in the top-left corners. 

O Freebies: Fill in single-box cages 
with the number in the top-left corner.
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HAVE YOU 
USED ROUNDUP
WEED KILLER AND 
BEEN DIAGNOSED
WITH CANCER?
YOU MAY BE ENTITLED TO COMPENSATION. 

SEE IF YOU QUALIFY:

CALL FOR YOUR FREE EVALUATION.

Bayer, the makers of Roundup, allegedly hid 
the health risks associated with their product. 
They have agreed to a $10 billion settlement 
to resolve outstanding cancer lawsuits. If you 
or a loved one were affected, there is a limited 
window to file your claim. Call Consumer 
Attention to see if you qualify.

Certain States may consider this an attorney advertisement for legal services paid for by a non-attorney spokesperson. Con-
sumer Attention (“We” or “Us” or “Consumer Attention”) is a consumer marketing group generating marketing materials and 
mediums for the benefit of consumers and lawyers or is instructed by lawyers to market their services. We are not a law firm.
Any medical or health decisions are important, and you should always consult a medical professional before altering usage of 
any pharmaceutical or product. We make no representation as to quality of the legal services to be performed being directly 
or indirectly greater than the quality of the legal services performed by other lawyers whatsoever or howsoever. Do not rely 
on any information herein as legal advice of any nature. Choice of an attorney is an important decision that should not be 
based solely upon an advertisement. By contacting Us, you consent to receive calls, text messages, or prerecorded messages 
from Consumer Attention or its affiliates via automated technology. You understand that you are not required to enter into 
this agreement as a condition of any service. By contacting Us, you expressly agree to receive a call back by different legal 
service providers and related services, even if you are on the “Do Not Call” registry. We are not affiliated with  or responsible 
for the representations or services provided by the lawyers or companies with which you are matched. We reserve the right 
to disclose your personally identifiable information,  as required, to comply with the law, applicable regulations, governmental 
and quasi- governmental requests, judicial proceedings, court orders or subpoenas, to enforce our legal  notices or other 
agreements, or to protect our rights, property or safety or the rights, or to protect the property or safety of our users or others 
(e.g., to a consumer reporting agency for fraud protection etc.), and to ensure the security of our network and services.
Information obtained is utilized solely to improve and enhance the quality of consumerattention.com and related mediums.
Information submitted to consumerattention.com in some instances may be shared or sold to a third-party service provider 
and consumerattention.com will not share or sell information submitted to us to any third party unless consent is authorized 
by you. © 2020 Consumer Attention. All Rights Reserved.

877-637-2159

LIFE ON THE ISLAND

The Golden Globe nominees are out. Let 
the awards season of Barbenheimer begin

ANALYSIS

ASSOCIATED PRESS

NEW YORK — Early honors in Holly-
wood’s unfurling awards season have 
gone to �lms like Celine Song’s tender 
relationship drama “Past Lives,” Jona-
than Glazer’s piercing Holocaust �lm 
“The Zone of Interest” and Martin 
Scorsese’s sprawling Osage murders 
epic “Killers of the Flower Moon.” But 
a showdown was always brewing.

“Barbie” and “Oppenheimer,” those 
summer sensations united in release 
date if little else, have loomed as per-
haps the most potent Oscar contend-
ers of the year.

When the Golden Globes on Dec. 
11 announced picks for its 81st 
awards, the scandal-plagued, come-
back-seeking Globes put their full 
weight behind the twin phenomena 
of the movie year.

Greta Gerwig’s “Barbie” landed 
nine nominations, tied for second-
most in Globes history. (Only Bob 
Fosse’s “Cabaret” has matched it and 
Robert Altman’s “Nashville” exceed-
ed it.) Its edge over “Oppenheimer” 
was slight; Christopher Nolan’s mas-
sive J. Robert Oppenheimer biopic 
took in eight nominations.

Though the Globes will separate 
the competition in some categories, 
keeping “Barbie” in comedy and “Op-
penheimer” in drama, the two �lms 
will go head-to-head in many key 
races. Gerwig or Nolan for best direc-
tor? Ryan Gosling or Robert Downey 
Jr. for best supporting actor?

Each has their own captivating 
narratives. Nolan, seen by many as 
the most talented big-screen artist 
of his generation, has never won the 
Oscar for directing, and his �lms 

have never won best picture. Gerwig 
and “Barbie” are at the forefront of a 
sea change in a long male-dominated 
Hollywood. Each �lm managed to do 
something spectacularly original in 
a movie industry where sequels and 
reboots reign — while making a com-
bined $2.4 billion in the process.

These debates will surely continue 
until the Academy Awards on March 
10. But the Globes on Dec. 11 made it 
clear: Barbenheimer, phase two, has 
begun.

The central presence of those two 
�lms will surely help the Globes, 
which are seeking stability a�er years 
of turmoil. The Hollywood Foreign 

Press Association, which was known 
for some wacky nominations in years 
past (remember “Salmon Fishing in 
Yemen”?), has been disbanded.

A new voting body of about 300, 
more than three times the size of the 
HFPA, picked this year’s nominees.

A�er The Los Angeles Times re-
ported the press association had no 
Black members, Hollywood boycot-
ted, the 2022 awards weren’t broad-
cast and now the newly for-pro�t 
Globes owned by Dick Clark Produc-
tions and Eldridge Industries have 
set up shop at CBS a�er decades at 
NBC. (The ceremony is Jan. 7.)

The reception was much as it al-

ways was: some low-key celebration 
from nominees and gentle mockery 
for an awards show with a checkered 
history.

The Globes expanded their catego-
ries from �ve to six nominees, which 
meant far fewer snubs than there 
might have been.

Still, the most surprising omission 
was “The Color Purple,” Blitz Baza-
wule’s Oprah-produced show-stopping 
musical, which was le� out of the best 
comedy or musical category. (Stars 
Fantasia Barrino and Danielle Brooks 
were nevertheless each nominated.)

Films like “The Color Purple” 
that have not yet opened widely in 
theaters generally had a tough time. 
Michael Mann’s “Ferrari” and Ava Du-
Vernay’s “Origin” were both shut out.

Instead, the Globes closely fol-
lowed the buzz.

That included making room for 
Time Magazine’s Person of the Year, 
Taylor Swi�, in the new cinematic and 
box o�ce achievement award. (To be 
eligible, a �lm must have grossed $150 
million, including $100 million in the 
U.S., or been a hit on streaming.) “Tay-
lor Swi�: The Eras Tour” passed that 
mark, giving the Globes a chance to 
substantially boost the star power of its 
broadcast with Swi�, a pop star with 
growing moviemaking ambitions.

That new award follows similar ef-
forts by the Academy Awards, which 
in 2018 proposed a “popular �lm” 
award that prompted an immediate 
backlash from academy members 
that torpedoed it. Both broadcasts 
have seen ratings dwindle in recent 
years, and strived to get box-o�ce 
hits into the show. Last year’s Globes 
were watched by just 6.3 million.

From left, Gabrielle Roitman, Kayla Seffing, Maddy Hiller and Casey Myer 
take a selfie in front of an “Oppenheimer” movie poster before they 
attended an advance screening of “Barbie” on July 20 at AMC theaters in 
Los Angeles. AP Photo/Chris Pizzello



www.TheCoronadoNews.com 12.29.23 • The Coronado News • 17

Home Buying is 
a Journey

Find The Path That’s Best For You

will connect you with the best
in the marketplace

AddressCoronado.com

Right now, the Buyer’s journey to a new home
is full of obstacles. Having a great guide, one that
can help the process go faster, smoother and less
expensive, is the best investment you can make. 

DON’T BE AFRAID
TO TAKE THE EASY WAY
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Whether you’re making lifelong friendships or striking 
monumental business deals, Set Jet acts as a catalyst for 
connection. The process of joining the Set Jet community is 
easy. Submit your application online or with the help of member 
services representatives, process a one-time security fee of 
$99.95, secure your first month of membership at $99.95, and 
you’re ready to start booking seats. You can schedule up to four 
months in advance or join an existing flight as late as an hour 
before departure.  

Forget about dynamic pricing; the cost per seat remains 
constant, whether you’re an early bird or a last-minute planner. 
Seats for San Diego routes start at just $750. 

Set Jet is delivering an exceptional and accessible private jet 
experience. So why wait? Enjoy the pinnacle of air travel with 
Set Jet - a grand journey that truly belongs to you. For more 
information or to get jet setting, visit setjet.com. 

buy a seat,
not the jet
set jet is disrupting the way 
you think about air travel. 

Promising an unforgettable in-flight 
experience at a cost that rivals first-
class commercial tickets, Set Jet 
is proving to be a game-changer in 
the world of aviation. The concept 
is simple yet ingenious: “Buy a seat, 
not the jet.” This approach welcomes 
you to a community of like-minded 
individuals seeking the same top-
notch, secure, and comfortable private 
travel experience. 

Set Jet is genuinely tailored to your 
needs. Each aircraft in the fleet - five 
meticulously crafted Bombardier 
Challenger 850s - offers distinctive 
aesthetics and is outfitted with top-of-
the-line finishes and amenities. 

aspen ∙ cabo san lucas ∙ las vegas ∙ los angeles
orange county ∙  salt lake city ∙ san diego ∙ scottsdale




